Jeff Edwards
NATURAL RESOURCES WALES

Natural Resources Wales Update - 27/04/2015
 (since last update – 21/01/2015)

For the Ffos y Fran liaison meeting on 30/04/2015

Complaints (via 24/7 emergency line via Incident Comms. Centre)
No complaints received.

Complaint (received by letter / email)

No complaints received. 

General letter / correspondence 

No correspondence has been received. 

Site Inspections / Meetings / Sampling Visits 
2 site meetings and 3 routine sampling visits have been carried out.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Permit Compliance

All routine samples taken by NRW during the period, were compliant with their permit conditions. 

It is however necessary to report that a Schedule 5 notification was received from Miller Argent regarding water samples taken on the 15th and 16th February 2015, from the lagoon serving the WB treatment area. The results indicated a possible breach of permit for suspended solids (73mg/l and 140 mg/l respectively), the permitted level being 50mg/l. 

Following internal investigations by MA these results have since been considered highly suspect. The results did not correlate with what their on-site turbidity monitors indicated. Also the laboratory samples were re-tested and results found to be much lower than originally reported (57mg/l and 103mg/l respectively) and finally, there were question marks as to whether the samples were taken at the correct location at the time.

Given the validity of these results, the company have since reverted back to their original laboratory for future sample analysis. Internal sampling procedures have been reviewed and their on-site turbidity probes are also be serviced and re-calibrated, (although the last service was carried out only 4 months earlier). 
 
NRW welcomes Miller Argents transparency in reporting these issues and are satisfied that the measures taken have addressed the risk of a similar issue arising in the future. 


