Jeff Edwards
NATURAL RESOURCES WALES

Natural Resources Wales Update - 17/05/2016
 (since last update – 20/01/2016)

For the Ffos y Fran liaison meeting on 26/05/2016

Complaints (via 24/7 emergency line via Incident Comms. Centre)

No complaints received.
   
Complaint (received by letter / email)

No complaints received. 

General letter / correspondence 

An enquiry has been received in relation to the Mining Waste Directive and specifically FYF’s extractive materials (ie. overburden materials). It has been suggested that the material was wrongly assessed by the regulator and should have been classified as a waste material and therefore a potential risk to the water environment from potential pollutants leaching out.

The Environment Agency (as we were at this time), had a default position that all extractive materials were to be considered waste. However, companies were able to demonstrate otherwise, by providing an Extractive Materials Management Statement (EMMS) including supporting analytical evidence. FYF issued one of these at the time, which was assessed and accepted by the EA in line with their Position Statement. It was agreed that the overburden was by definition not waste material.

[bookmark: _GoBack]NRW has no evidence to indicate there has been any impact on water quality downstream of the site from overburden or any other extractive materials. 

Site Inspections / Meetings / Sampling Visits 

2 site meetings and 3 routine sampling visits have been carried out.

Permit Compliance

All routine samples taken by NRW during the period, were compliant with their permit conditions.


