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Record of a Habitats Regulations Assessment of a project 
OGN 200 Form 1
Document owner: Protected Sites Team, EPP
Version History:
	Document Version
	Date Published
	Summary of Changes

	1.0
	March 2016
	Document created

	1.1
	30 November 2017
	References to the 2010 Habitats Regulations updated to reflect new consolidated version of the regulations which entered into force on 30th November 2017;

References to KSP and National Services Directorates updated to EPP

	1.2
	28 June 2018
	With marked up changes in light of ruling in CJEU case c-323/17 ‘People over Wind’.

	1.3
	27 June 2019
	With marked up changes in light of ruling in CJEU case c-323/17 ‘People over Wind’. See Guidance here


Next review date:  April 2019
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1.
Project Details
	1(a): Project details where an external party has applied to NRW for any form of authorisation

	Application reference number (if applicable)
	EPR/BV5386IX/V007



	Date application received
	02/12/2021



	Applicant details
	GS Yuasa Battery Manufacturing UK Limited


	Activity proposed


	This application is to vary current permit number EPR/BV5386IX to incorporate a new assembly line extraction point for Lead, to include new oven and boiler equipment, and to add or remove emissions to air discharge points as appropriate, for equipment already installed at the site. 
The site proposes to include a total of 16 discharge points onto their existing permit, although 8 are already in place and have been for several years. These have inadvertently been missed from the permit previously and cover the combustion and process releases from 2 ovens (with multiple discharge points per oven), 1 of which was installed in 2013, and the other in 2017; and two space heaters used for parts curing. 
Eight other discharge points are completely new, although six of these will ultimately replace six existing discharges which can subsequently be removed from the permit. As there will be a period between installation and decommissioning where all of the discharge points may be required, new emission point numbers will be provided for the replacement plant, with the existing discharges subsequently being mothballed or removed. 
The processes for inclusion comprise: 
· One Lead Local Exhaust Ventilation (LEV) discharge, requiring an Emissions Limit Value (ELV) of 
 0.2 mg m-3 (at STP) Lead. 
· One 244 kW steam boiler, one 300 kW drying oven and one 300 kW curing oven, with 7 process or combustion emissions discharges in total, and equating to 844 kW thermal capacity (total). These will effectively replace 3 old boilers with 6 discharge points (A46 – A51) and a total capacity of 525 kW. 
· Discharge point A71, which is listed on the permit, but which has not been in use for some time, will be brought into operation, extracting assembly lines for lid bonding and terminal seal.
 It is not expected that there will be any significant increase in throughput or raw materials use at the site due to the incorporation of the equipment listed above. 

	Relevant legislation 
	Environmental Permitting Regulations (EPR) 2016

Industrial Emissions Directive (IED)


	Location
	GS Yuasa Battery Manufacturing UK Limited, Rassau Battery Manufacturing Site, Unit 22, Rassau Industrial Estate, Ebbw Vale, Gwent, NP23 5SD
Grid reference: 315022, 212113

EPR permit boundary is that outlined in green below:


	Application documents
	On the DMS, here.


	Environmental Statement
	N/A


	Pre-application correspondence
	N/A





	NRW team responsible for drafting this HRA report, and name of lead officer
	Sion Sleep, Permitting Officer, Installations and RSR Permitting Team


2.
Determining the need for a Habitats Regulations Assessment

	2.1 Is the whole of the project directly connected with or necessary to the management of one or more Natura 2000 sites, for the purposes of conserving the habitats or species for which the Natura 2000 site(s) is/are designated?


	No

	2.2 Is there a possibility that the project could affect a different Natura 2000 site to the one(s) the project is intended to conserve?
	N/A


	2.3 Is it necessary to carry out an HRA?


	Yes


3.
Considering the likelihood of a significant effect (LSE)

3.1
Renewal of a permission on the same or more restrictive terms as the extant permission
	Is this project a renewal of a current permission which complies with NRW approved criteria for ruling out significant effects of renewals (see section 6.2A of OGN 200) without conducting a project-specific LSE test?
	No


3.2
Likelihood of significant effects (LSE) test
	3.2.1 Which Natura 2000 sites might be affected by the proposal?


	Based on the project specification or information provided in the application, it is considered that the following Natura 2000 sites have features which could be affected by the project: 
Usk Bat Sites SAC UK0014784 (approximately 2 km away)
Cwm Clydach Woodlands SAC UK0030127 (approximately 5.2km away)

River Usk SAC UK0013007 (approximately 7.5km away)
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The potential for the project to affect the following Natura 2000 sites was also initially considered, but can be ruled out without further consideration:

N/A




	3.2.2 Screening assessment


	
	Assessment of likelihood of significant effect

	
	I

Relevant conservation objectives


	II

Potential impact pathway


	In light of the ruling of the CJEU in case C-323/17 ‘People over Wind’, avoidance measures should not be considered at this stage of HRA, so this column is left blank.


	Usk Bat Sites SAC UK0014784

	1303: Lesser Horseshoe Bat (Rhinolophus hipposideros)

2.8 Mammals of wooded habitats
	All conservation objectives are contained within the following document:

Core Management Plan (Including Conservation Objectives) for Mynydd Llangatwg (Mynydd Llangattock) Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Siambre Ddu SSSI, Buckland Coach House and Ice House SSSI and Foxwood SSSI, which together comprise Usk Bat Sites Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 28th March 2008 David Mitchell


	Toxic contamination
Only pollutant is lead, for which there is no environmental assessment criteria

Nutrient enrichment
No impact pathway – only pollutant is lead

Acidification

No impact pathway – only pollutant is lead

Changes in thermal regime

No impact pathway as variation does not include addition of or changes to any water discharge activities.

Habitat loss
No impact pathway as SAC is ~2km away from installation site and there is no work going on in the SAC itself.
Physical damage by IPC/PPC Processes

No impact pathway as SAC is ~2km away from installation site and there is no work going on in the SAC itself.
Smothering

No impact pathway – particulate matter not an emission and the SAC is ~2km away from installation site.

Disturbance (noise)

No impact pathway as SAC is ~2km away from installation site


	N/A

	7130: Blanket Bog

1.2 Bogs & wet habitats
	
	
	

	9180: Tilio-Acerion forests of slopes, screes and ravines

1.6 Dry Woodlands & scrub
	
	
	

	8210: Calcareous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation

1.9 Upland
	
	
	

	8310: Caves not open to the public
1.10 Coastal Habitats
	
	
	

	7120: Degraded raised bogs still 

capable of natural regeneration 

1.2 Bogs & wet habitats
	
	
	

	4030: European dry heaths

1.8 Dry heathland habitats
	
	
	

	Cwm Clydach Woodlands SAC UK0030127 

	9130: Asperulo – Fagetum beech forests

1.6 Dry Woodlands & scrub
	CORE MANAGEMENT PLAN INCLUDING CONSERVATION OBJECTIVES FOR 

Cwm Clydach Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), 

Incorporating Cwm Clydach Woodlands Special Area of 

Conservation (SAC) 

Version: 8 April 2008 0930 (Eng).doc 

Date: 10th March 2008 

Approved by: David Mitchell
	Toxic contamination
Only pollutant is lead, for which there is no environmental assessment criteria

Nutrient enrichment
No impact pathway – only pollutant is lead

Acidification

No impact pathway – only pollutant is lead

Habitat loss
No impact pathway as SAC is ~2km away from installation site and there is no work going on in the SAC itself.
Physical damage by IPC/PPC Processes

No impact pathway as SAC is ~2km away from installation site and there is no work going on in the SAC itself.
Smothering

No impact pathway – particulate matter not an emission and the SAC is ~2km away from installation site.


	N/A

	9120: Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in the shrublayer (Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion)

1.6 Dry Woodlands & scrub
	
	
	

	River Usk SAC UK0013007

	1095: Sea lamprey Petromyzon marinus

2.5 Anadromous fish
	CORE MANAGEMENT PLAN INCLUDING CONSERVATION OBJECTIVES FOR RIVER USK SPECIAL AREA OF CONSERVATION 

Version: 1.5 

Date: 7th March 2008 

Approved by: David Mitchell
	Toxic contamination
Only pollutant is lead, for which there is no environmental assessment criteria

Nutrient enrichment
No impact pathway – only pollutant is lead

Acidification

No impact pathway – only pollutant is lead
Changes in salinity regime
No impact pathway as variation does not include addition of or changes to any water discharge activities.
Changes in thermal regime

No impact pathway as variation does not include addition of or changes to any water discharge activities.
Changes in thermal regime

No impact pathway as variation does not include addition of or changes to any water discharge activities.
Habitat loss
No impact pathway as SAC is ~2km away from installation site and there is no work going on in the SAC itself.
Physical damage by IPC/PPC Processes

No impact pathway as SAC is ~2km away from installation site and there is no work going on in the SAC itself.
Smothering

No impact pathway – particulate matter not an emission and the SAC is ~2km away from installation site.
Turbidity

No impact pathway as variation does not include addition of or changes to any water discharge activities.
Siltation

No impact pathway as variation does not include addition of or changes to any water discharge activities.
Entrapment
No impact pathway as variation does not include addition of any water abstraction activities
	N/A

	1096: Brook lamprey Lampetra planeri

2.6 Non-migratory fish & invertebrates of rivers
	
	
	

	1099: River Lamprey Lampetra fluviatilis

2.5 Anadromous fish
	
	
	

	1103: Twaite shad Alosa fallax

2.5 Anadromous fish
	
	
	

	1106: Atlantic salmon Salmo salar

2.5 Anadromous fish
	
	
	

	1163: Bullhead Cottus gobio
2.6 Non-migratory fish & invertebrates of rivers
	
	
	

	1355: European otter Lutra lutra

2.9 Mammals of riverine habitats
	
	
	

	1102: Allis shad Alosa alosa 

2.5 Anadromous fish
	
	
	

	3260: Water courses of plain to montane levels with the Ranunculion fluitantis and Callitricho-Batrachion vegetation

1.3 Riverine habitats & running waters
	
	
	


	3.2.3 Screening decision of the project ‘alone’


	(a) If ALL rows in column II of Table 3.2.2 are GREEN
	The project is not likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000 site, because there is no impact pathway from the project to any Natura 2000 features, and no further consideration under the Habitats Directive/Regulations is required in order to determine the application.

	(b) If there are NO rows coloured RED in column II of Table 3.2.2, and there are ANY rows which are BLUE
	The project is not likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000 sites when considered alone, but the possibility of significant effects in combination with other plans and projects needs to be considered.

	(c) If ANY rows in Column II of Table 3.2.2 are RED
	The project is likely have a significant effect on one or more Natura 2000 sites and therefore an appropriate assessment is required. 


6.
Conclusion
	HRA is not required because the whole of the project is directly connected with or necessary to the management of one or more Natura 2000/Ramsar sites, for the purposes of conserving the habitats or species for which the site(s) is/are designated, and the project is not likely to have a significant effect on any other Natura 2000/Ramsar sites.

(As documented in section 2.1 and 2.2 of this form)


	

	HRA is not required because there is no conceivable impact pathway to any Natura 2000/Ramsar site

(As documented in section 2.3 of this form)


	

	This project is a renewal of a current permission which complies with NRW agreed criteria for ruling out significant effects of a renewal without conducting a project-specific LSE test. Therefore it is considered not likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000/Ramsar sites, either alone or in-combination with other plans and projects.
(As documented in section 3.1 of this form)


	

	The project has been screened for likelihood of significant effects and, taking account of the advice received from protected sites advisors, is considered not likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000/Ramsar site

(As documented in section 3.2 of this form, or section 5 if applicable) 

	x

	In light of the conclusions of an appropriate assessment, and taking account of the advice received from protected sites advisors, it has been established that the project will not adversely affect the integrity of any Natura 2000/Ramsar site, taking into account any conditions or restrictions as applicable, either alone or in-combination with other plans and projects.
(As documented in section 4 of this form, and section 5 if applicable)

	

	In light of the conclusions of the appropriate assessment, it has not been ascertained that the project will not adversely affect the integrity of any Natura 2000/Ramsar site, as documented in section 4 of this form, and section 5 is applicable.

Approval for the project cannot be given unless either:

· the project specification, and/or the terms under which it might be approved, are modified so as to remove the risk of adverse effects, and a revised HRA report is prepared, or

· the project satisfies the requirements of Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive, an Article 6(4) Statement of Case is prepared (OGN 200 Form 3) and submitted for consideration by the appropriate authority, normally Welsh Ministers

	

	Signed: Sion Sleep 
Name: Sion Sleep
Position: Permitting Officer (Regulated Industry)
Date: 17/03/2022
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