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24th June 2014


Dear Mr N Brannan

Materials Facility EPR Amendments

In April 2014 many sites were notified of an Amendment in the Environmental Permitting Regulations which we believe could potentially affect you. These regulations contain schedule (9A) concerning the regulation of what are termed as “Material Facilities”
These are facilities that accept greater than 1,000 tonnes per year of a mixture of 2 or more of the following materials; paper, glass, metals and plastics, for sorting for the purpose of recycling. 

The purpose of the legislation is to make improvements to the quality of the materials produced through sorting of comingled recyclable material collected separately from residual wastes.

This variation requires the operator to sample incoming and outgoing wastes and analyse the composition of the samples and report the results to the regulator, which is us. For these facilities the regulations introduce a variation of permit conditions automatically and there is an additional subsistence fee of £2065 per year.

The regulations require the site operator to self-assess whether their facility falls within the definition of Material Facility as set out in the regulations and must notify the regulator by the end of December 2014, through emailing enquiries@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk . 

When notifying, please put “MF Notification” followed by the site name in the email or letter subject line. You must give: permit number, operator name, site name, site address including post code and your contact details including a telephone number in case we need to check anything with you.
Please use the flowchart attached and the guidance referred to below to confirm whether the regulations apply to your operation or not. If you do not believe that the regulations apply to you please contact myself to explain why not. If your operations do then you are required to notify us be the end of December.

There is guidance available from the Waste and Recycling Action Programme (WRAP) website on how to do the required sampling and analysis of composition under the regulations; these are the minimum acceptable standards.

We will inspect Materials Facilities specifically to check the sampling procedures that have been put in place and audit the data sent to us against what is observed on site, we will arrange one visit with the operator to enable our officers to observe the sampling and compositional analysis on site to verify that the appropriate standards are being used and advise where improvements are required.

For further information please visit our website:
http://naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/policy-and-guidance/waste-policy/material-facilities-regulatory-guidance-2014/?lang=en 

Further information on how to do the required sampling and analysis is available on the Waste and Recycling Programme (WRAP) website:
http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/MF%20Sampling%20Guidance%20April%202014.pdf

If you have any further queries please contact me on 03000 65 3364.


Yours Sincerely,



GARETH DANTER-HILL
Environment Officer Vale & Valleys
Ffôn/Tel 029 20245357 or 03000 65 3364
Ffacs/Fax 029 20369810
Ebost/Email gareth.danter-hill@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk

Croesewir gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg a'r Saesneg
Correspondence welcomed in Welsh and English









[bookmark: _GoBack]Do you have an Environmental permit that allows the intake of mixed dry household or household like material?
Yes
Regulations do not apply
No
Is any of the mixed dry household (or similar waste) you take made up of at least 50% by weight, of 2 or more of: glass, metal, paper or plastic?
Regulations do not apply
No
Regulations do not apply
Yes
Is your annual intake at least 1000 Tonnes of this material?
No
Do you sort the material into 2 or more of the following target materials: glass, metal, paper or plastic for recycling?
Yes
No
Regulations do not apply
Regulations apply
Yes
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