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	Our ref: SEA/JH/SN/160126
Your ref: 

Rivers House

St Mellons Business Park

Fortran Road

St Mellons

Cardiff

CF3 0EY



Mr Jack Hanbury
Pontypool Park Estates

Estate Yard

Maesderwen Road

Pontypool

NP4 5LE

26 January 2016
Re: Abandoned Caerphilly Council (inter alia) waste at Polo Grounds Pontypool
Dear Mr Hanbury,

Thank you for your letter of 7 January 2016 regarding our regulation of the waste operations at the former Refac/Thorncroft site at Polo Grounds Industrial Estate, Pontypool.  As Head of Operations Management in South East Wales, Emyr Roberts has asked me to respond.  
 

I am sorry you feel you have been ‘fobbed off’ in previous correspondence.  As set out in our letter to you of 30 September 2015, we have every sympathy with the situation you have faced as landowner and we appreciate the efforts you have made to return the site to a compliant state.  We have previously set out our regulatory approach to the site, which I have included below for your convenience, and would be happy to discuss this with you if this response is not meeting your requirements.

We have successfully prosecuted the operator and Mr Baylis who attended Crown Court on 5 January 2016 to plead guilty to five separate charges relating to operations at the site.  Sentence is adjourned to 8 February 2016.  Subsequent to this will be proceedings under the Proceeds of Crime Act which will seek to set out what financial benefit was obtained from the offences and attempt to recover some of the monies obtained.  It may also enable us to put forward a claim for money spent, including that by yourself, to restore the site.  We are unable to share detailed information whilst this process is ongoing but will endeavour to update you when we can.

 

Our regulatory approach as detailed in our letter of 30 September is as below;

 

During its initial stages, the site operators notified us that they would operate using the exemptions system rather than environmental permits and these are generally deemed low risk operations.  Once we identified issues on site, we used the regulatory powers available to us to serve notices to address these issues.  When the requirements of these notices were not met and it became apparent that the operator would not be seeking to be compliant we escalated our enforcement action to prosecution.  This is a process that takes time as, in accordance with the Regulators’ Code, we will attempt to bring non-compliant operators into compliance by giving them the opportunity to become permitted and therefore improve the management of the site and reduce the risk posed by the operation.  We gave the operator the opportunity to do so and this was not taken.  As a result, in this case we are confident that our existing powers have been used appropriately in dealing with this site. 

Finally, can I reiterate our sympathy with the situation you have faced as a landowner but I believe we have acted appropriately in this instance.
Yours sincerely,

John Hogg

Pennaeth Dros Dro Gweithrediadau De-ddwyrain Cymru/Head of Operations South East Wales
Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru/Natural Resources Wales
Ffôn /Tel: 0300 065 3663

E-bost/E-mail:john.hogg@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk/john.hogg@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk

Croesewir gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg a'r Saesneg
Correspondence welcomed in Welsh and English
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