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Abandoned Caerphilly Council (inter alia) waste at Polo Grounds Pontypool

I have previously written (copied over) to NRW and WAG about NRW’s failure to regulate this site. I
have received fob-off letters in return, and no doubt you will not read this letter and I will be fobbed
off again. But I fear the Polo Ground (Chris Baylis, Refac and Thorncrofts) saga may be one of
failure by NRW/EA to carry out its regulatory function. This function is that for which we taxpayers
pay, and on which we have a right to rely. Instead, I as freeholder have had to pay some £1million to
clear mess deposited by others. This site, supposedly supervised, operated since 2009 under
exemptions and without permit until late 2013, notwithstanding a prosecution in 2010. If NRW were
certain of its case, why did the recent indictment (heard 5 January at Newport CC) only refer to the
year 2014, being the year in which your current (competent) officer Tony Bruten first took over.

As it happens, I have the respect, emollience and pocket to resolve your problem. Not all neighbours
of every abandoned site are so lucky. It would be a courtesy if NRW (and WAG, and Caerphilly
Council) could show some respect in return, and explain to me why NRW/EA allowed the problem to
happen, what enquiry has been made into NRW’s procedures, and what steps NRW has taken to
ensure (as much as possible) that such incidents are not repeated. You no doubt will be terrified that
any admission of failure will expose liability. But the facts are manifest in any event; surely it must
be possible for NRW to show some courtesy to an aggrieved customer without fear of being sued?

C ,s;mu{

Jack Hanbury
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