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03 August 2017

Sensient Flavors Ltd, Felinfach

Dear Mr and Mrs Thornley,

Since we last met, we have been working to ensure that the recently installed abatement measures for the A4 and A5 air emission points at Sensient Felinfach have been successful in reducing their associated odour concentrations emitted to the environment. 

In July 2017 we met with Sensient to review its Odournet report which considered the odour removal efficiency of the newly installed scrubbers. Although the reported odour removal rates are below what was expected, Sensient has already commenced implementing Odournet’s recommendations to improve the rates in combination with additional measures the company has developed independently

One of the units (A5) has low odour concentration presented at the inlet and therefore the scrubber system is not able to achieve a higher odour abatement efficiency. Even with a low scrubber efficiency rate, it is clear to NRW that during the commissioning phase for A4 and A5 the monitoring results provided by Sensient are compliant with the emissions limit values outlined in its environmental permit.

As identified when we have previously discussed the issue with you, we are taking a systematic and targeted approach to dealing with any potential off-site odours from the installation. We must follow this approach to allow the effects of any on-site changes to be accurately measured. We have now reached the stage where we are satisfied that emissions from A4 and A5 are currently being abated in line with the requirements of the permit. We now intend to focus on other potential on-site sources at Sensient as well as potential odours from other permitted installations within the Aeron Valley Enterprise Park.

In addition, we will be returning to the installation in August 2017 to undertake an operator monitoring assessment (OMA) with our air quality specialist. OMAs provide the framework for businesses to meet our quality requirements and strengthens our assessment of operators’ self-monitoring arrangements. Any fundamental elements that fall short of the required standard will be required to be rectified in a timeframe appropriate to the risk. 

Following our OMA we will inform Dr Sarah Jones of Public Health Wales of the outcome and measures taken thus far and we will assist her where we can.

If you have any questions, please get in touch.

Yours Sincerely




Nick Jenkins
PPC Officer – SW Industry Regulation 
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