	NRW variation request: changes to installation, waste and water quality activity permits
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Complete this form, using the instructions in guidance note ‘How to request Regulator led changes to environmental permits’.  Where relevant, you should seek legal input to ensure the requested changes are needed.  
Your relevant senior compliance officer/ technical specialist and Permitting Service team leader must both agree to the variation, before the request will be processed.
All documents relating to this request, such as the letter to the operator about the variation and any emails approving the request must be saved in the relevant permit folder on the DMS. 
Send the completed request to the relevant permitting team leader.
Important! If your request is to update/consolidate; a waste permit, you must complete Appendix 1, or if a groundwater or standalone water discharge activity you must contact WQ permitting, or if a regulated industry activity you must contact the Regulated Industry permitting team.
Please delete all drafting notes (pink text) from the completed document before you save it to DMS and send to the relevant Permitting Service team leader for approval.
A: Contact and approval details:
	Officer requesting variation 
	Karen Dunn
	Contact phone number
	3232

	Senior compliance officer/ technical specialist sponsor
	Gary Evans
	Contact phone number
	3237

	Legal officer who confirm change needed (if relevant)
	
	Contact phone number
	

	Permitting Service team leader approver
	
	Date sent to team leader
	



B: Permit details:
	Permit number 
	EPR/AB3393CP

	Operator name
	Viridis 178 Ltd 

	Facility name
	Viridis 178 Swansea Power Plant 

	Site address
Post Code
	Westfield Industrial Park, Titanium Road, Waunarlwydd
Swansea  


	Site contact name & number
	Paul Aujla 

	Grid reference
	07753 496971

	Area and team
	South West Industry Regulation Team 

	Compliance officer
	Karen Dunn 



C: Request admin:
	Action
	Yes
	No
	Date     

	Operator sent letter informing them of the variation?
	
	x
	

	Operator response (if any)?
	x
	
	

	All relevant documents saved to DMS?
	x
	
	



D: Justification for the variation and explanation of the changes:
	Refer to the ‘Why’ section in the ‘’How to request Regulator led changes’ guidance.  The request must meet one of these reasons or it will not be accepted.  
It was noticed by the operator on actioning IC2 in the permit that it refers to a Noise Assessment Report No: 3291-R1 which has several errors in it making it difficult to undertake the improvement condition. No assessment was undertaken by AQMRAT and both NRW operations and the operator have identified errors which include 37 engines rather than 27, nearest receptor is incorrect and the BS4142 standard has not been followed. 
The IC needs changing from: 
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To:
The Operator shall submit to Natural Resources Wales a noise impact assessment using the BS4142:2014 standard. The assessment shall be based on the manufacturers stated sound power level for all fixed and mobile noise sources from the plant as built. The background noise measurements (LA90,T) and residual noise level (LAeq,T) (including tonal noise), shall be measured over a time period that is sufficiently long enough to obtain typical background noise levels which are representative of the area in which the installation is located. 
Deadline of 6 months (on issue). 

The current IC2 in the permit is unenforceable.  





 




	Is the request to/include updating the permit to modern conditions?
If yes, and it’s a waste activity, you must complete Appendix 1.
If yes, and it’s a water discharge activity, talk to the WQ permitting team.
If yes, and it’s a regulated industry activity, talk to the RIP permitting team.
Note: if you’re requesting this type of change, it is always a normal variation. 
	

	No


	What date do you want the permit change to take effect from? 
Take into account minimum notice periods and work queue length.  Please note: the permitting team cannot guarantee changes can be made by this date.
	
As above



E: Charging:
	What type of variation is this?
Check the current charging scheme/guidance to confirm the ‘type’ of variation. 
Note: the relevant permitting team will confirm the variation type when deciding if the request can be accepted.
	Administrative

	What is the charge for this variation? 
Check the current charging scheme and guidance to confirm the variation charge.  If the charge is Opra based, confirm the Opra score.
	£0

	
	Score = 

	Do you think we should charge the operator? 
If No, you must provide justification.
	Yes
	No
x

	Justification if think we should not charge:
Note: the permitting team will confirm if the justification for not charging is acceptable, when deciding if the request can be accepted.  All decisions on charging lie with the relevant permitting team.

Possible NRW oversight concerning the assessment of the noise report.




F: Consultation on the proposed changes:
	Have you (site officer) spoken with the operator about the changes?
You should make sure that the operator is aware of the planned changes and should discuss the effect our proposals will have on their permit.
	Yes
x
	No

	Do you want to consult with the operator on the draft changes?
Please note: the presumption is that we (NRW) will consult on all changes unless they are simple/minor (such as amending clerical errors etc.).  
Please note: All consultation will be via the relevant site compliance officer.
	Yes
x
	No


	Do you think we need to consult with others on the variation?
Please note: the permitting service team will make the final decision on whether consultation is needed.  
	Yes

	No
x

	
The operator is fully aware of the need for the change and has seen an indication of the new IC2 as their appointed noise consultant had started work on what NRW was asking for. 
The new IC2 has been written by SW Industry Regulation. 






G: Sites of high public interest and location issues:
	Are there any sensitivity issues with the application?
For example; a site of high public interest, a hostile site, habitats issues etc.  
	Yes
	No
X

	If Yes, provide details.
N/A












H: Any other relevant information to support the request:
	Is there anything else you want to tell us?  
None













Permitting Service use only
	Permitting team leader
	

	Technical officer assessing the request
	

	Date request assessed
	



Request admin:

	Action
	Y / N

	1
	Are all relevant sections of the form complete?
If relevant information is missing and the form is not complete, return it to the requesting officer without further assessment.
	

	2
	If needed, is Annex 1 complete?
If the Annex is not needed, answer ‘n/a’ and move to the next question. 
	

	3
	Are all relevant documents on DMS?
If No; inform the requesting officer straight away, ask them to save the documents.
	



Charging details:

	Action
	Y / N

	4
	Do we agree with the type of variation and charge identified?
If No, provide reasons why and confirm the correct type of variation and fee.




	

	5
	Has the requesting officer asked us to recharge the work?      
No – Go to 6               Yes – Go to 8
	


	6
	If No; Is the justification for not charging acceptable?
No – Go to 7               Yes – Go to the next section
Provide reasons for your answer.  If justification is not acceptable, tell the requesting officer immediately.  We will not approve the request until we agree on whether the customer should be charged or the fee is to be written off.  If the justification is acceptable and we are not going to charge; the fee needs to be ‘written off’.  This must be approved by a team leader before it’s confirmed.


	

	7
	If No; has the requesting officer been informed we need to charge? 
Tell the requesting officer we cannot agree accept the request until the operator has been told they will be billed.  Save this email to DMS.
	

	8
	Has the charging letter been sent to the operator and saved on DMS? 
If there is no proof the operator’s been informed, contact the requesting officer.
	



Can we accept the request?

	Is the justification for the variation acceptable?
	Y / N

	Explain why we’re able to accept the request and if we agree with the information in the form.  Or, explain why we think the variation isn’t needed at all/in the format requested.





















	



Decision sign off

	Permitting Service (Cardiff) team leader decision made:

	Date


	Date requesting officer notified of decision:
Note: if the request is rejected, an explanation must be provided.
	Date


	If request accepted; date request sent to PRC, to be placed on the permit  tracking system:

	Date






Delete this Annex from the final document if not needed
[bookmark: Annex_1]Appendix 1: Requests to update/consolidate waste activity permits 
	Current permit status
	Y/ N
	Notes

	1
	Is the current permit in EPR format?  
	

	Y - Go to 3
N - Go to 2

	2
	Have there been any updates/changes since EPR?
	
	

	3
	Is a copy of the original and all modifications/variations available on EDRM and/or DMS?
	
	




	Waste codes
	Y/ N
	Notes

	4
	Does the permit contain a list of EWC codes?
	
	Y - Go to 7
N - Go to 5

	5
	Does the Working Plan/other management system referenced in the permit, contain a list of EWC?
Note: the list must be in line with what the permit allows/excludes.
	
	Y - Go to 7 
N - Go to 6

	6
	Have you agreed a list of EWC that can be accepted under the current permit?
Note: the list must be in line with what the permit allows/excludes.
	
	You must attach this to the request.



	Raw materials and fuels
	Y/ N
	Notes

	7
	Does the permit contain activities that use raw materials/fuels?
For example: chemicals, surfactants or flocculants? 
	
	Y - Go to 8
N - Go to 10

	8
	Does the permit or management system/working plan contain a list of raw materials/fuels?
	
	Y - Go to 10
N - Go to 9

	9
	Provide a list of the raw materials and fuels used at the site.
	
	You must attach this to the request.



	Annual throughput limits
	Y/ N
	Notes

	10
	Does the permit contain an annual waste throughput limit?

	
	Y - Go to 13
N - Go to 11

	11
	Does the Working Plan/other management system referenced in the permit, contain an annual throughput limit?
	
	Y - Go to 13
N - Go to 12

	12
	Have you agreed an annual throughput that can be accepted under the current permit?
Note: the agreed limit must be in line with what the permit allows.
	
	You must attach this to the request.



	Recovery and Disposal activity codes
	Y/ N
	Notes

	13
	Does the permit contain a list of Recovery (R) and Disposal (D) activity codes?
	
	Y - Go to 16
N - Go to 14

	14
	Does the Working Plan/other management system referenced in the permit, contain Recovery and Disposal codes?
Note: the list must be in line with what the permit allows/excludes.
	
	Y - Go to 16
N - Go to 15

	15
	Have you agreed a list of Recovery and Disposal codes that can be carried out under the current permit?
Note: the list must be in line with what the permit allows/excludes.
	
	You must attach this to the request.



	Treatment and storage limits
	Y/ N
	Notes

	16
	Does the current permit contain daily treatment limits?

	
	

	17
	Are there any treatment activities which need IED threshold limits?
Note: check the ‘IED interpretation’ guidance.
	
	Y – Explain in Section D.

	18
	Are you asking for treatment limits to be changed or added, as part of your request?
	
	Y – Explain in Section D.

	19
	Does the current permit contain storage limits?

	
	

	20
	Is there hazardous waste storage which needs IED threshold limits?
Note: check the ‘IED interpretation’ guidance.
	
	Y – Explain in Section D.

	21
	Are you asking for storage limits to be changed, or added as part of your request?
	
	Y – Explain in Section D.



	Drainage and emission information
	Y/ N
	Notes

	22
	Does the current permit allow discharges to surface/ground water?
Note: if there are discharges permitted, you must ensure all relevant information is available to reproduce them in the updated permit.
	
	Y - You must attach this to the request.
N - Go to 23

	23
	Are there any discharges to air in the current permit?
Note: if there are discharges permitted, you must ensure all relevant information is available to reproduce them in the updated permit.
	
	Y - You must attach this to the request.
N – Go to 24

	24
	Are there any discharges to land in the current permit?
Note: if there are discharges permitted, you must ensure all relevant information is available to reproduce them in the updated permit.
	
	Y - You must attach this to the request.
N – Go to 25



	Site plan (not relevant for mobile plant permits)
	Y/ N
	Notes

	25
	Does the current permit include a site plan? 
(Site based permits only.)
	
	Y - Go to 26
N - Go to 27

	26
	Is the plan outlined in green and does it meet our current standards?
(see application form Part F guidance notes on site plans)
	
	N - Go to 27

	27
	Have you agreed a site plan with the operator which meets current standards?
Note: the area must reflect what we believe is already covered by the current permit.
	
	You must attach this to the request.



	Appendix completed by
	
	Date
	



Author, date
www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
Author, date
www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
Author, date
www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
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Following successful commissioning of the installation, the
Operator shall undertake noise monitoring at the sensitive
receptor monitoring location referred to in the application report
'BS4142 Noise Assessment Report No: 3291-R1 Titanium
Road, Swansea, SA5 4SF' in order to validate the reports
conclusions. This monitoring and assessment shall include:

« Afull noise monitoring survey and assessment meeting
the BS4142:2014 standard; and

134 octave and narrow band (FFT) measurements to
identify any tonal elements or low frequency noise

Upon completion of the monitoring, a written report shall be
submitted to Natural Resources Wales. The report shall make
reference to the findings detailed within application report
'BS4142 Noise Assessment Report No: 3291-R1 Titanium
Road, Swansea, SA5 4SF’ and include a detailed review of the
acoustic barrier sizing and design. Should rating levels
associated with the installation be detected (or calculated) at
levels which are likely to cause adverse impact at sensitive
receptors, the report shall include an assessment of the most
suitable abatement techniques, an estimate of the cost and a
proposed timetable for their installation.

Within 6 months of the
completion of
commissioning of the
installation.
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