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	Natural Resources Wales Formal Notice.
Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 

Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Guide to filling in this form for Natural Resources Wales staff:

To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28G duties to protect and enhance SSSIs. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.

Refer to OI 140_10  ‘Applying the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 to applications for permits with potential for impact on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)’, including the flowchart in Appendix 2. 

	Ensure you have completed all sections.

	1. Natural Resources Wales area/region/NPS hub:
	North Wales 

	2. Name of SSSI:
	Dee Estuary SSSI 
Shotton Lagoons and Reedbeds SSSI 
River Dee SSSI 

	3. Type of permission:
	Application for a substantial variation to an Environmental Permit (installations).

	4. Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	03/12/2017

	5. Predicted 28 day date for NRW Conservation / Ecology section response (under S28 I(4)):
	Info only

	6. Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	EPR/BR7321IK/V007

	7. National grid reference:
	NRG 29729 70555

	8. Description of proposal: 
	Tata Steel UK Limited operate a steel coating plant at Shotton Works, Deeside. 

They have applied for a substanitial variation to their installation’s permit to:

1) Consolidate the permit to include all exchange of letters and minor variations to the permit since it was issued in March 2004.

2) Include the effluent treatment plant, currently a directly associated activity, as an element of the permit. Although the effluent treatment plant will be included as an element on the permit, there are no proposed changes to discharge parameters or limits from what is currently allowed.

3) Include the details of operation for ColorCoat 1 line. Following the initial application for the permit in 2003, there have been numerous incremental improvements to the line. These have included the new Regenerative Thermal Oxidiser (RTO) in 2008 and the introduction of Chrome Free in 2012. An element of the Chrome Free requirement has been to enable Tata to continue to offer 40-year guarantees on leading products, which is something existing Chrome Free products cannot do. This is to be addressed by introducing a three layer, rather than two layer, paint system, to provide the extra protection required. During 2015/16, a major Capital Expenditure project was developed and approved. This project, “COBRA” is designed to introduce a new section of the line, replacing or removing many of the existing and/or redundant systems, thus providing ColorCoat 1 with the capacity to produce the future products with a single pass through the line. The new section will include a new convection oven and associated control systems (RTO). The potential environmental impact of RTO emissions have been assessed.

As part of the application the operator has submitted a revised Water Level Management Plan in respect of the proposed change of quench system on ColorCoat 1 line. The quench system will be altered to satisfy an improvement condition in the current permit to address the differences in water consumption between ColorCoat 1 and ColorCoat 2 (CC1 being total loss, feeding the SSSI, and CC2 being mostly close loop with a cooling tower). The changes to the quench system will lead to changes in the water level of the Shotton Lagoons and Reedbeds SSSI.



	9. Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	No

	10. Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with Conservation / Ecology?
	Yes regarding water level management plan.


	11. What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?
The following operations requiring consent (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission: 
The following mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage: 

Potential for increased Ammonia concentration and potential increased Nitrogen deposition. 
Potential impact from changes to water level in the Shotton Lagoons and Reedbeds SSSI.

	12. Decision

	Critical Levels

The operator has carried out air quality modelling which shows that for all SSSIs, the maximum PEC is lower than the long-term and short-term critical level and hence no significant impact would be expected. The operator’s modelling has been checked by AQMRAT who agree with the results.

Critical Loads

The operator’s modelling shows that for all SSSIs, the critical load would not be exceeded.
Although there is an impact pathway with regards to water level changes in the Shotton Lagoons and Reedbeds SSSI, and significant effects cannot be ruled out, the operator has submitted a Habitat and Water Level Management Plan explaining how they will avoid any negative impacts on the common tern nesting in the SSSI. This plan has been already been approved by NRW officers.
Natural Resources Wales is minded to: Issue the permission 

	13. Name and job title of Natural Resources Wales officer:
	Llinos Owen (Senior Permitting Officer)


	14. Date form sent to NRW Conservation / Ecology section:
	12th October 2017

	For Natural Resources Wales use only, once NRW Conservation / Ecology Section response received 

	15. NRW Conservation / Ecology section comment on assessment:
	Please delete as appropriate:

i) NRW Conservation / Ecology section advise the operation can go ahead

ii) NRW Conservation / Ecology section advise the operation can go ahead with conditions

iii) NRW Conservation / Ecology section advise against permitting the operation 
Please ensure that the NRW Conservation / Ecology section response is attached to this Formal Notice.

	16. Name and job title of NRW Conservation / Ecology section officer:
	

	17. Date of receipt of NRW Conservation / Ecology section response:
	


