Environment Agency Permitting decisions

We have decided to grant a partial transfer of the Permit for Holyhead Aluminium Smelter.
The permit number is 
EPR/ZP3337KE
The operator is 
Anglesey Aluminium Metal Renewables Ltd
The facility is located at 
Penrhos Works


P.O. Box 4


Holyhead


Anglesey


LL65 2UJ

The decision was effective from 
08/03/10
Summary of the decision
We have decided to grant the partial transfer of permit number EPR/BL1100IX for the Holyhead Aluminium Smelter installation, currently operated by Anglesey Aluminium Metal Ltd. The residual part of the installation will continue to be operated by Anglesey Aluminium Metal Ltd after the partial transfer has taken place.  

This is a partial transfer of a limited part of the Holyhead Aluminium Smelter installation to Anglesey Aluminium Metal Renewables Ltd.  The partial transfer comprises part of a Directly Associated Activity (the operation of the jetty and conveyor for transport of raw materials) and a contiguous area of land.  Partial Transfer Notice EPR/ZP3337KE/T001 has been produced for the part of the installation being transferred to Anglesey Aluminium Metal Renewables Ltd.
In addition, the Permit held by Anglesey Aluminium Metal Ltd (Permit number EPR/BL1100IX) has been amended through Partial Transfer Notice EPR/BL1100IX/T004, to remove references to the activities and areas of the installation that have been transferred.  This included amending Table 1.1.1 of listed activities and inclusion of an amended site plan. Details of the original Permit and part transfer have been included in the status log of each Partial Transfer Notice to show the full history of the permit.
We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements and that the permit will ensure that the appropriate level of environment protection is provided.

There are no overall changes to the permitted emissions or permitted emission points at the installation as a result of this Partial Transfer, and we therefore consider that the overall environmental risk from the site also remains unchanged.  
Purpose of this document

This decision document:

· explains how the applicant’s application has been determined;

· provides a record of the decision-making process;

· shows how all relevant factors have been taken into account; 
Unless the decision document specifies otherwise we have accepted the applicant’s proposals.

Structure of this document
· Key Issues of the decision;

· Annex 1 the decision check list;

Key Issues of the decision 
The partial transfer application was duly made on 18/02/10.  The site has been identified as a Site of High Public Interest.  The need to advertise and consult on this application was reviewed in accordance with Environment Agency Operational Instruction 203_08 “Environmental Permitting: Receiving, duly making and consulting on an application”.  However, as this application is for a partial transfer of a Directly Associated Activity only, and there is no change to the environmental emissions or impacts from the installation, it was decided that the application did not need be consulted on or advertised.  
The current permit held by Anglesey Aluminium Metal Ltd (EPR/BL100IX/V003) is for the primary smelting of aluminium metal, the casting of aluminium metal, production of carbon anodes and directly associated activities including raw material import, transport, storage; waste collection and storage; and collection and discharge of site drainage, process effluent and treated effluent from the on-site effluent treatment plant.
Transferred activities

The partial transfer application is to transfer part of the permit held by Anglesey Aluminium Metal Ltd (AAM) to Anglesey Aluminium Metal Renewables Ltd (AAMR).  The elements of the permit to be transferred are a Directly Associated Activity, comprising a jetty and conveyor line that carry raw materials off-loaded from ships to the aluminium smelter installation, associated dust abatement systems, and a contiguous area of land.  No other activities are being transferred.  
The area of land that will be transferred (including the line of the conveyor and jetty) is shown in Schedule 4 of Partial Transfer Notice EPR/ZP3337KE/T001.

AAMR Ltd will be responsible for the operation of the transferred activities up to a point on the conveyor line located by the smelter site entrance at grid reference SH 26107 81145, shown on the site plan in Schedule 4 of Partial Transfer Notice EPR/BL1100IX/T004.  
Remaining activities after transfer
All permitted activities that are not being transferred and the area of the installation that is not being transferred will remain within the existing Permit held by Anglesey Aluminium Metal Ltd (Permit number EPR/BL1100IX).  This Permit has been amended through Partial Transfer Notice EPR/BL1100IX/T004, to remove references to the operations and areas of the installation that have been transferred.  This included amending Table 1.1.1 of listed activities and inclusion of an amended site plan. Details of the original Permit and partial transfer have been included in the status log of each Partial Transfer Notice to show the full history of the Permit.
Environmental risk 

The permit has been partially transferred to the new operator with no changes to the activities carried out at the installation.  We therefore consider that there is no change in the environmental risk.
There are no permitted emission points to air in the transferred part of the installation, and there are therefore no monitoring or reporting requirements; these requirements have been removed from the partially transferred permit.   Emission to air from the jetty and conveyor are controlled in large part by the conveyor running underground; an air abatement system is in place and operating techniques are controlled by Table 2.3.1 of the permit.  
There is one direct release to water from the transferred activities.  This is emission point 53W4 which discharges conveyor tunnel drainage into Holyhead Harbour near Salt Island.  This discharge point is transferred to the new permit.  No discharge parameters or monitoring or reporting requirements are specified in the existing permit, and this is maintained in the transferred permit.

Surface water in the transferred area is drained by existing land drains to the existing AAM Ltd surface water drainage system and discharges via the existing discharge point (53W3) on Penrhos beach.  The surface water collection system, discharge point and associated monitoring requirements will remain with AAM Ltd and are not transferred. 
Two AAM Ltd discharge points (53W1 and 53W2) have had their flow limits combined by earlier letter from the Environment Agency (confirmed by e-mail dated 30/07/09) to combined discharge of 4 litres/second and 200 m3/day.  This change has been reflected in a revised table 6.3.2 in permit EPR/L1100IX/T004.

Operational techniques
The new Operator will continue to use the operating techniques that were in place before permit transfer.  This is formalised in the transfer of table 2.3.1, Operating Techniques in the permit transfer. 
Operator Competence

We are satisfied the operator is a legal entity and will be in control of the installation.  AAMR Ltd is a wholly owned subsidiary of AAM Ltd.   
Technical Competence

AAMR employs staff who have experience of operating the installation for the original permit holder (AAM) and has confirmed that it will operate the site under a management system certified to ISO 14001; this will include training and training needs assessments.  The two relevant people listed in the application have substantial engineering and environmental experience at the Holyhead Aluminium Smelter site.
Management Systems

AAMR has confirmed that they will continue to manage their part of the installation using relevant sections of the existing AAM management system.  In addition, they have confirmed that they will seek certification to ISO 14001 for their environmental management system. 

Compliance Record

There are no convictions on the National Enforcement Database for the company or its Directors.  

Financial Competence

The transferee has confirmed that there are no current or past insolvency or bankruptcy proceedings against it or relevant persons.
The Facility

The extent of the facilities included in the installation have been defined in the site plans contained in Schedule 4 of the Partial Transfer Notices.  The site plans show the extent of the installation by a green boundary line and the parts of the installation (the regulated facilities) operated by the two operators (AAM and AAMR) are shown in red. 
Habitats
There are two SACs and two SPAs within 10km of the installation.  The SACs are Holyhead Island Coast and Llyn Dinam, and the SPAs are Ynys Fuerig, Cemlyn Bay and the Skerries, and Holyhead Island Coast.  The closest any European site comes to the installation is 3km. There is one SSSI, the Beddmanarch-Cymyran SSSI, 1.2 km to the north-east and east of the installation.

As there will be no change to the emissions from the installation as a result of this partial transfer no consultation with CCW is required.

Annex 1: decision checklist 
	Activity
	Justification / Detail
	Determination criteria met

	
	
	No
	Yes

	Receipt of submission
	
	

	Application fee
	The application fee is correct 

Reference Paragraph 18(3) of the Environmental Charging Scheme – where a permit authorises an installation group, the sum of £7,197 in the case of an application relating to part of a permit.  
	
	(

	Commercial confidentiality
	The operator has not made a claim for commercial confidentiality. We have not received any information in relation to this application that appears to be confidential in relation to any party.
	
	(

	Operator

	Control of the facility
	We are satisfied that the applicant (now the operator) is the person who will have control over the operation of the facility after the grant of the Permit. The decision was taken in accordance with EPR RGN 1 Understanding the meaning of operator.  
	
	(

	The facility

	The regulated  facility 
	This Permit created by Transfer Notice EPR/ZP3337KE/T001 applies to only one part of the installation – the transfer of the raw materials handling jetty and conveyor and a connected area of land to Anglesey Aluminium Metal Renewables Ltd .  The names and Permit numbers of the operators of other parts of the installation are detailed in the introductory notes of each Transfer Notice relating to this partial Transfer.
	
	(

	The site

	Extent of the site of the facility 
	The transferor - The operator has provided a plan which we consider is satisfactory, showing the extent of the site of the installation including the location of the part of the installation to which this Permit applies on that site. A plan is included in the relevant Notice of Transfer at Schedule 4, and the operator is required to carry on the Permitted activities within the boundary.

The transferee - The operator has provided a plan which we consider is satisfactory, showing the extent of the installation and that part of the installation to which their permit (EPR/BL1100IX/T004) applies. A plan is included in the relevant Notice of Transfer at Schedule 4, and the operator is required to carry on the Permitted activities within the site boundary.
	
	(

	Operator Competence

	Technical competence
	There is no known reason to consider that the operator will not have the management systems to enable it to comply with the Permit conditions.

The decision was taken in accordance with EPR RGN 5 on Operator Competence
	
	(

	Relevant Convictions
	The National Enforcement Database has been checked to ensure that all relevant convictions have been declared. The operator satisfies the criteria in RGN 5 on Operator Competence

No relevant convictions.
	
	(

	OPRA

	Opra Score
	As the part of the installation covered by this Transfer Notice (EPR/ZP3337/T001) only contains a DAA to the smelter operations , it is a Tier 2 “DAA Installation” and does not attract an Opra score-  a standard subsistence fee is listed in Part 2 of Schedule 1 to the Charging Scheme.
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