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Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 
Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Guide to filling in this form for Natural Resources Wales staff:
To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which the Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28G duties to protect and enhance SSSIs. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
Refer to OI 140_10  ‘Applying the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 to applications for permits with potential for impact on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)’, including the flowchart in Appendix 2. 

	Pink italic text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.
Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information.
Ensure you have completed all sections.

	Natural Resources Wales area/region/NPS hub:
	Mid

	Name of SSSI:
	Carn Gafallt
Rhagnetydd Gwy Uchaf/Upper Wye Tributaries
New House Meadow
Cwm Gwynllyn

	Type of permission:
	Land spreading deployment

	Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	26/07/2022

	Predicted 28 day date for response from NRW conservation/ecology (under S28 I(4)):
	N/A saved for information only

	Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	PAN-018374

	National grid reference:
	Farm location: 
SN 95773 66917
SN 96155 68527
SN 96267 66445

Fields:
01 TM DF  SN 95989 68431
02 TM DF  SN 96432 68587
03 TM DF SN 96554 68500
04 TM DF SN 96460 68421
05 TM DF SN 96596 68364
06 TM DF SN 96452 68242
08 TM DF SN 96359 68353

Noyadd Farm
30E  SN 95583 66668
6481 + 6895  SN 95666 65879
7788 SN 95771 65885
8978 SN 95895 65804
9291 SN 95924 65926

Glan-Elan
04 TM NGE SN 96528 66883
05 TM NGE SN 96566 66979
06 TM NGE SN 96604 67089
10 TM NGE SN 96502 67186
11 TM NGE SN 96527 66781
12 TM NGE SN 96341 66867

Storage:
1 SN 96341 68522
2 SN 96433 68324
3 SN 95533 66602
4 SN 95972 65891
5 SN 96602 67158

	Description of proposal: 
	An application to spread a total of 832 tonnes of sludge from water clarification (waste code 19 09 02) across 18 fields totalling 38.3 hectares in Rhayader, Powys. Wastes will be spread using a rear discharge muck spreader in accordance with the Code of Good Agricultural Practise and the Environmental Permitting Regulations.

	Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	NO	
Carn Gafallt – 411m
Rhagnetydd Gwy Uchaf/Upper Wye Tributaries – 43m and 21m
New House Meadow – 223m
Cwm Gwynllyn – 381m

Please see PAN-018374 MyMap Report for maps

	Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with NRW conservation/ecology
	NO	
 

	What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?
Carn Gaffalt
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.
· 7. Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials
· 22. Storage of materials, machinery or vehicles on land.
· 26. Use of vehicles likely to damage woodland and moorland vegetation.
The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage: 
· Upland dry heath
· Broadleaved woodland
· Mosses and liverworts
· Lichens
· Breeding birds
· Insects and molluscs

Rhagnetydd Gwy Uchaf/Upper Wye Tributaries
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.
· 7. Dumping, spreading, discharging or storage of any material
· 26. Use of vehicles, vessels or craft likely to damage riparian features or disturb species of interest

The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage: 
· Otter
· Atlantic Sakmon
· Bullhead

New House Meadow
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.
· 7. Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials
· 26. Use of vehicles likely to damage the turf.

The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage:
· Unimproved neutral grassland

Cwm Gwynllyn
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.
· 7. Dumping, spreading or discharge of any waste materials
· 26. Use of vehicles likely to damage mire or woodland vegetation or craft likely to disturb wildfowl

The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage: 
· Broadleaved semi-natural woodland
· Oligotrophic standing water

 

	Decision

	i) The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest. 
Carn Gafallt. 411m from nearest field to be spread on, with no conceivable pathways as protected area is uphill from the proposed fields.

Rhagnetydd Gwy Uchaf/Upper Wye Tributaries. Field 9291 is 43m away from the SSSI is buffered by a road, so no concern. The other fields in this section are further south than field 9291 so of no concern. Field 30E is surrounded by the SSSI to the north and east sides. All of the north and eastern sides of the fields are buffered with a 20m no spread buffer zone.

New House Meadow. Nearest field (10 TM NGE) is 223m away from the protected site. Vehicles used under this application will not be on the land to damage any of the turf and none of the activities will occur on the site. There is no slope between the SSSI and field and there is no conceivable pathways to cause damage.

Cwm Gwynllyn. 381m between the SSSI and the nearest field, 01 TM DF. There is no conceivable impact pathway between the site and the field. No concern.

Across all of the deployment, the rules of the Environmental Permitting Regulations and the Code of Good Agricultural Practice will be followed for all applications. Very low application rates (17-22t/ha) will be spread on all fields which greatly reduces the chances of protected sites being contaminated from the waste. There is also a very small chance of surface run off due to the nature of the waste being spread.

.

Natural Resources Wales is minded to: 
Issue the permission 


	Name and job title of Natural Resources Wales officer:
	Rhiannon Smith

Permitting Officer

	Date form sent to NRW conservation/ecology
	n/a saved for information

	For Natural Resources Wales use only, once NRW conservation/ecology response received 

	NRW conservation/ecology comment on assessment:
	Please delete as appropriate:
i) NRW conservation/ecology advise the operation can go ahead
ii) NRW conservation/ecology advise the operation can go ahead with conditions
iii) NRW conservation/ecology advise against permitting the operation 
Please ensure that the NRW conservation/ecology response is attached to this Formal Notice.

	Name and job title of NRW conservation/ecology officer:
	

	Date of receipt of NRW conservation/ecology response:
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