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LICENCE TO IMPOUND WATER 
 
The Natural Resources Body for Wales (hereafter referred to as “NRW”) grants this licence 
to:- 
 
Corwen Electricity Co-Operative Limited (“the Licence Holder”) 
The Owain Glyndwr Hotel 
The Square 
Corwen 
Denbighshire 
LL21 0DL 
 
Company Registration Number: IP032341 
Fiancial Conduct Authority Number: 32341R 
  
This licence authorises the Licence Holder to obstruct or impede the flow of the inland 
water described in the Schedule of Conditions (to extent and manner authorised by those 
conditions) to this licence and subject to the provisions of that Schedule.  

The licence commences from the effective date shown below and shall remain in force 
until revoked, subject to Condition 4.6. 

 
 
Signed: 
 
 
 
Ashley Lansdown 
Permitting Team Leader 
Permitting Service  
Natural Resources Wales 
Cambria House 
29 Newport Road 
Cardiff  
CF24 0TP 
 

 
 

 
Date of issue…………...13 December 2018 

 
Date effective…………..13 December 2018 
 

 
This licence should be kept safe and its existence disclosed on any sale of the land and 
the impounding works to which it relates.
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SCHEDULE OF CONDITIONS  
 
 
1. 
 
1.1 

 NAME OF INLAND WATER TO BE IMPOUNDED  
 
Inland water (stream) known as Nant Llechog at Bonwm, near Corwen, 
Denbighshire. 
 

2. 
 
2.1 

 POINT OF IMPOUNDMENT 
 
At National Grid Reference SJ 09885 42370 marked ‘Point A’ on the map. 
 

3. 
 
3.1 

 MANNER AND EXTENT OF IMPOUNDMENT 
 
Intake works consisting of a concrete weir, Coanda screen with 2 millimetre 
spacing, forebay tank, compensation notch, eel passage, 315 millimetre external 
diameter gravity feed pipe controlled by a spear valve and plunge pool in 
accordance with the specifications and drawing: 
 
‘Bonwm Hydro Intake’ dated 03/12/2018 and, 
 
‘Bonwm Flow-Split Notch’ dated 10/12/2018 
 
copies of which is appended to this licence, or such minor amendments to those 
documents that are accepted in writing by NRW prior to the date of 
commencement of construction. 
 

4. 
 
4.1 

 FURTHER CONDITIONS 
 
For the purpose of this licence, references to ‘intake works’ shall mean all works 
consisting of a concrete weir, Coanda screen with 2 millimetre spacing, forebay 
tank, compensation notch, eel passage, 315 millimetre external diameter gravity 
feed pipe controlled by a spear valve and plunge pool.  
 

4.2  The Licence Holder shall ensure that during construction works, any subsequent 
maintenance works to the intake works, and when abstraction for the purpose of 
power production is not taking place, the flow in the Nant Llechog is allowed to 
pass downstream unchanged in quantity and quality at all times. 
 

4.3  Prior to commencement of the works authorised by this licence, the Licence 
Holder shall give 28 calendar days notice in writing to NRW of their intention to 
commence the authorised works. 
 

4.4  The Licence Holder shall confirm to NRW in writing that the intake works have 
been constructed in accordance with the submitted specifications and drawing 
referred to in Condition 3.1 of this licence 28 calendar days before the scheme is 
commissioned or becomes operational. 
 

4.5  The Licence Holder shall construct, operate and maintain the intake works in 
accordance with the specifications and drawing referred to in Condition 3.1 of this 
licence and keep them free from leakage and obstruction at all times. 
 

4.6  
 

This licence shall cease to be of any effect if the intake works authorised by it 
have not commenced within 3 years of the licence issue date. 
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4.7  The intake works authorised by this licence shall not be carried out in the 
watercourse between 17 October and 15 May in any year. 
 

4.8  Prior to the completion of the works authorised by this licence, the Licence Holder 
shall construct a plunge pool, with a minimum depth of 300 millimetres, across the 
width of the watercourse immediately downstream of the intake works specified in 
condition 3.1 to ensure the safe downstream passage of fish. 
 

4.9 (i) 
 
 
 
 
 
(ii) 
 
 
(iii) 

This licence shall only take effect so as to authorise the abstraction provided that 
the Licence Holder has constructed an eel passage structure, approved in writing 
by NRW, under the Eels (England and Wales) Regulations 2009, to allow the 
passage of elver, yellow and silver eel at National Grid Reference SJ 09885 
42370. 
 
The Licence Holder shall maintain, repair or replace the eel passage structure to 
ensure that it remains effective at all times. 

 
The Licence Holder shall keep records of maintenance, repair or replacement of 
the eel passage structure for 6 years and shall make them available during all 
reasonable hours for inspection by NRW. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Note: the following information is provided for information only.  It does not form part of the 
licence. 

REASONS FOR CONDITIONS 
 
Conditions 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 and 4.5: to ensure the intake works are constructed, operated and 
maintained in accordance with the drawing and specifications agreed by NRW during the 
determination of this licence. 
 
Conditions 4.2 and 4.5: to ensure a flow is maintained in the watercourse in order i) to 
maintain the riverine habitat for the conservation of the flora and fauna of the watercourse, 
and ii) to ensure that the water environment is not impacted during construction and 
subsequent maintenance. 
 
Condition 4.3: to start NRW’s compliance process. 
 
Condition 4.6: to secure the proper use of water resources and to avoid commitment of 
water resources to an abstraction right that cannot be exercised. 
 
Condition 4.7: to avoid damage to fish during vulnerable life stages such as spawning, 
migration, emergence and early maturation. 
 
Condition 4.8: to avoid damage to downstream migrating fish. 
 
Condition 4.9: to ensure compliance with the Eels (England and Wales) Regulations 2009 
and allow safe passage of eels and elver within the watercourse. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTES 

This impoundment licence facilitates the abstraction of water for a hydropower scheme  
authorised under licence serial number WA/067/0005/0027. 
 
For the purposes of Conditions 3.1, 4.3 and 4.4, the Licence Holder shall contact: 
 
Senior Environmental Planning Officer 
North and Mid  Area Environmental Planning Team 
Natural Resources Wales  
Maes y Ffynnon 
Penrhosgarnedd 
Bangor 
Gwynedd 
LL57 2DW 
 
Tel: 0300 065 3000  
Email: nrp.northmid@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk 
 
Eel passage  
NRW may have regard to its Best Practice Guide, the Eel Manual: Elver and Eel  Passes 
(or equivalent guidance) in agreeing where, how and what type of eel pass should be 
installed and together with the results of any monitoring in determining whether the eel 
pass is properly effective and maintained, and in judging whether it is necessary to require 
repair or replacement of the eel pass. 
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Would you like to find out more about us, 

or about your environment? 

 

Then call us on 

 0300 065 3000 (Mon-Fri 9-5) 

 

email 

enquiries@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk 

 

or visit our website 

www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk 

 
 

incident hotline 0300 065 3000 (24hrs) 

floodline 0345 988 1188 
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