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Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 
Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Natural Resources Wales area/region/NPS hub:
	Mid

	Name of SSSI:
	Aberarth - Carreg Wylan SSSI and Caeau Crug Bychan, Ty Gwyn a Llwyn Ysgaw SSSI

	Type of permission:
	Landspreading Deployment under SR2010No4 Mobile plant permit

	Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	15/07/2022

	Predicted 28 day date for response from NRW conservation/ecology (under S28 I(4)):
	n/a - saved for information purposes only

	Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	PAN-018630

	National grid reference:
	Farm location: SN 22205 47060

Fields:
Land at Tyriet 8       SN 17655 50758	Comment by Bailey, Louise: no SSSI within relevant distance of these fields so should not be included
Land at Tyriet 9       SN 17428 50710

Storage:
SN 17956 50063	Comment by Bailey, Louise: no SSSI within relevant distance of these storage locations so should not be included


	Description of proposal: 
	Landspreading deployment under SR2010No4 Mobile plant permit.
Spreading of sludges from on-site effluent treatment (EWC codes 02 05 02 & 02 07 02) produced by Dairy Partners, Volac, First Milk and Penderyn. 

Application to spread a maximum of 9840 tonnes. The waste will be spread over 8.3 hectares of land within the listed fields at Hafod Farm (Tyriet). The waste will be stored in nurse tanks and above ground storage when required and then spread onto the fields using a dribble bar or shallow injection.	Comment by Bailey, Louise: id would specify that only 	Comment by Bailey, Louise: just the 2 fields within the relevant distances	Comment by Bailey, Louise: these fields are not within relevant distance of the SSSIs	Comment by Bailey, Louise: there is not storage within the relevant distance of the SSSI. I would make this clear that out assessment does not include storage

These grass silage fields will be spread subject to ground conditions being suitable and when there is a significant crop nutrient requirement (i.e. spring, after a cut of silage).

The maximum application rate for each field will be split into multiple applications and will not exceed 50t/ha in any one application to a field. Waste will not be stored or spread in combination (i.e. one waste stream per field).

The wastes are a source of nitrogen, phosphate, potassium, magnesium, sulphur, sodium and calcium. The wastes can be beneficially used to replace a proportion of bagged mineral fertiliser.
Penderyn Waste will only be spread on fields 8 and 9 	Comment by Bailey, Louise: field 6 not in the relevant distance 

	Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	No
Aberarth - Carreg Wylan SSSI is 366m to the north of field Tyriet 9
Caeau Crug Bychan, Ty Gwyn a Llwyn Ysgaw SSSI is 415 to the north of Tyriet 9

	Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with NRW conservation/ecology
	No	
 

	What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.

Aberarth - Carreg Wylan SSSI

· Cultivation, including ploughing, rotovating, harrowing and re-seeding. 
· Application of manure, slurry, silage liquor, fertilisers and lime.
· Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials.

Caeau Crug Bychan, Ty Gwyn a Llwyn Ysgaw SSSI

· Cultivation and alterations to the ploughing, rotovating, harrowing and reseeding regime.
· Application of manure, slurry, silage liquor, fertilisers and lime.
· Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials.
· Storage of materials.

Please note that none of the above activities under this deployment application are occurring on or within the SSSI.

The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage: 

Aberarth - Carreg Wylan SSSI
This site is of special interest for its geological, geomorphological and biological features. The cliffs and foreshore vary considerably in structure, exposure and sediment type, supporting a wide range of marine and coastal wildlife. Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus and Atlantic grey seal Halichoerus grypus are of special interest and are known to feed and breed along the shoreline. Secluded beaches and sea caves provide pupping sites for grey seals. The shoreline, made up of reefs, rock pools, boulders, exposed cobble, shingle and sand, supports a range of important intertidal communities including fine examples of honeycomb worm Sabellaria alveolata reefs. The nationally rare crustacean Pectenogammarus planicrurus, typical of clean shingle shores occurs here. The sea cliffs provide roosts and nest sites for nationally important populations of chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax, kittiwake Rissa tridactyla and lesser black-backed gull Larus fuscus. Habitats of special interest associated with the cliffs and coastal slopes include cliff crevice and ledge vegetation, maritime grassland and coastal heathland supporting a large number of nationally scarce and regionally rare plant species including rock sea lavender Limonium britannicum ssp. transcanalis, common gromwell Lithospermum officinale and smooth cat’s ear Hypochaeris glabra. The scarce pearl-bordered fritillary butterfly Bolaria euphrosyne and the regionally rare small blue butterfly Cupido minimus, are part of an important invertebrate community present.

The intertidal features are vulnerable to pollution either from accidental releases such as oil spills or from regular discharges for example those which cause nutrient enrichment in sensitive areas.

Maritime grassland and heathland require low soil fertility so use of fertilizers should be avoided. Stock feeding can also lead to nutrient enrichment, and may not be appropriate in some areas.

Caeau Crug Bychan, Ty Gwyn a Llwyn Ysgaw SSSI

Caeau Crug Bychan, Ty Gwyn a Llwyn Ysgaw is of special interest for the species-rich wild plant community of these arable fields and for populations of nationally scarce and regionally rare plants.

There is a history of fertiliser application on this site and the continuation of applications at a low level may be appropriate. However, heavy applications of fertiliser are likely to eliminate some species from the arable plant community and produce a poorer community dominated by a few competitive species.

	Decision

	i) The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest because of the mitigation strategies set out below:

· The activity is taking place 423m form Aberarth - Carreg Wylan and 371m from Caeau Crug Bychan, Ty Gwyn a Llwyn Ysgaw.  
· 10m no spread areas enforced to watercourses. Ensure field conditions are appropriate
· The wastes will be applied following the Codes of Good Agricultural Practice. The maximum application rate for each field will be split into multiple applications and will not exceed 50t/ha in any one application to a field.
· No waste will be spread within 10m of any ditch, pond or surface water, within 50m of any spring, well, borehole, or reservoir that supplies water for human consumption or farm dairies.


Natural Resources Wales is minded to: 
Issue the permission 


	Name and job title of Natural Resources Wales officer:
	Ethan Banfield 
Waste Permitting Officer

	Date form sent to NRW conservation/ecology
	n/a - saved for information purposes only
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