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Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 
Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Guide to filling in this form for Natural Resources Wales staff:
To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which the Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28G duties to protect and enhance SSSIs. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
Refer to OI 140_10  ‘Applying the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 to applications for permits with potential for impact on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)’, including the flowchart in Appendix 2. 

	Pink italic text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.
Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information.
Ensure you have completed all sections.

	Natural Resources Wales area/region/NPS hub:
	South West/Carmarthenshire/ South Ceredigion

	Name of SSSI:
	Cefn Blaenau SSSI
Afon Teifi SSSI

	Type of permission:
	Landspreading deployment under standard rules environmental permit SR2010 No4.

	Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	17/10/2022

	Predicted 28 day date for response from NRW conservation/ecology (under S28 I(4)):
	n/a saved for info only

	Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	PAN-019296

	National grid reference:
	Fields:
1 258074, 242029
2 258124, 241836
6 258531, 241931
7 258583, 241809
8 258661, 241684
9 258708, 241559
10 258738, 241454
11 258764, 241364

3808 248392, 243107
7833 248780, 243337


Storage:

Stockpile A: 258072 242091
Stockpile B: 258566 242016
Stockpile C 248754 243413
Lagoon E 248653 243286




	Description of proposal: 
	Application to spread up to 6180 tons of abattoir effluent sludge and sludge cake, and farm slurry. Solid and sludge cake wastes will be spread using spreading using a low trajectory manure spreader, liquid wastes will be spread using trailing shoe injector. Maximum application rate of 250t/ha.   

All fields are below target indices and waste will provide phosphate and potash for soil quality improvement. Fields are in proximity to Cefn Blaenau SSSI and Afon Teifi SSSI. 

	Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	NO	

	Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with NRW conservation/ecology
	NO	

	What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.

Cefn Blaenau SSSI:

5. Application of manure, fertilisers and lime
7. Dumping, spreading, discharging or storage of any materials.

The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage: 
· Diverse habitat of unimproved pasture,”ffridd” land, wet flushes and small valley mires supports uncommon species such as whorled caraway, bog asphodel & heat spotted-orchid
· “Ffridd” areas important for birds, particularly nesting whinchat, tree pipit, yellowhammer and linnet
· Supports 3 species of fritillary butterfly that are declining nationally and are local species
· Supports nationally uncommon keeled skimmer dragonfly

 Mechanism / pathway:
deterioration of water quality, nutrient enrichment and algal blooms, through surface water run-off / nutrient leaching

Afon Teifi SSSI:
· Mowing or cutting vegetation, the introduction of mowing or cutting and alterations to the mowing or cutting regime (such as from haymaking to silage).
· Application of manure, slurry, silage liquor, fertilisers and lime to agriculturally unimproved permanent grass, forestry and all other unimproved riparian habitats.
· Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials.
· Storage of materials.


The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage: 

Afon Teifi SSSI:

· Water quality can be affected by agricultural run-off, nutrient enrichment from both consented and 
unconsented discharges and by sedimentation from excessive riverbank erosion. 

· the quantity and quality of river habitats, or access to them (including fish spawning grounds) is reduced.

· Bankside habitats may often be impoverished by agricultural improvement, overgrazing and tree and scrub clearance, which can cause serious erosion of the riverbanks.


	Decision

	i) The proposed permission is Not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest. 

Afon Teifi SSSI: 

Fields 3808, 7833 storage lagoon E and stockpile C are in proximity to the SSSI. There is no direct pathway for features to be affected, and distance of SSSI from spreading area make it highly unlikely to have any impact. Closest field 7833 is situated 423m (approx.) from spreading. Spreading will take place in line with nutritional need, CoGAP and Permit conditions. 7833 sloping areas have been removed around water courses to mitigate run off risks. Low trajectory and shallow injection spreading methods will be used to ensure accurate spreading.  

Cefn Blaenau SSSI: 

Fields 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and storage stock piles A and B are in proximity to SSSI, edged of field 1 and 2 have been removed to prevent runoff into water courses and slopes edging theses fields. Fields 6, 7,8, 9, 10, and 11 are in proximity to the SSSI separated by a distance of around 135m, Slopes above 12 degrees have been removed and further no spread areas added to prevent the risk of runoff  towards the SSSI, there are also physical barriers at the boundaries of fields 9,10,11 and 8 in the form of field walls. 
Low trajectory and shallow injection spreading methods will be used to ensure accurate spreading.     


Natural Resources Wales is minded to: 
Issue the permission 


	Name and job title of Natural Resources Wales officer:
	Ethan Banfield 
Permitting Officer

	Date form sent to NRW conservation/ecology
	N/A 
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