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Good morning,

Please find attached an application for a Seabed Survey Licence (SSL) on behalf of LIyr Floating
Wind Limited for seabed characterisation survey activities in the Celtic Sea region. It is intended
that the surveys will be undertaken over the summer period to inform the environmental
assessment and HRA for the Projects and their associated export cable routes and provide design
data for the wind farm. The surveys will consist of Multi-beam echo-sounder (MBES), Sidescan
Sonar (SSS), Sub-bottom profiler, Magnetometer, Ultra Short Baseline (USBL), Cone Penetration
Tests (CPT), Drop down video and benthic sediment grab sampling activities and are scheduled
to be undertaken sometime between 1st July 2022 and 30th September 2022.

Please find attached:
1. The SSL application form.
2. A pdf map of the proposed survey area; and
3. GIS files to support the application.

| hope that this email provides all the information required for a timely processing of the
application, but should you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact me.

With kind regards

Marc Murray

C I ERCDO

Cierco Ltd

Tel: +44(0)1383 662163
Mobile: + 44 (0)7808 706 753
Email: marc.murray@cierco.uk

Website: www.ciercoenergy.com
Office: The Boathouse | Silversands | Hawkcraig Road | Aberdour | Fife | KY3 OTZ | United Kingdom

This message, any attachment and response string are confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended only for
the use of the parties to whom it is addressed. Please do not copy or forward this message or any attachments. If you are
not the addressee indicated in this message please notify the sender immediately by reply email and destroy this
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Seabed Survey Licence (SSL) Application Form

Seabed Survey Licence (SSL) Application Form

Please complete this form and submit electronically to The Crown Estate in Microsoft Word format, attaching all requested documentation. Please send to consents@thecrownestate.co.uk. Completing this form will provide all of the information necessary for The Crown Estate to process the application and issue a licence. The Crown Estate reserves the right to disclose any information received from applicants in accordance with our statutory obligations.

The Crown Estate charge an admin fee for each application as of 1st January 2017, please refer to the rate card for details of charging levels. 

Note that the processing time for issuing a SSL is around 6 WEEKS, though from May to September it may be longer due to increased demand and is dependent on the quality of information provided. It is your responsibility to ensure that you apply sufficiently in advance of the anticipated start date of the survey to receive the licence document and discharge any conditions attached to it before commencing the works. All payment will need to be received in order for The Crown Estate to issue the final SSL. 

1. Applicant contact details

Question 1 should be completed with the contact details for the individual who will be responsible for ensuring compliance with conditions attached to the licence. The contact details entered here will appear on any licence issued and will be held on record for future communication regarding the SSL. All invoices and payment information will be placed under this contact name unless further invoicing details are stated when submitting an application.

		1a

		Contact Name

		Marc Murray

		

		

		



		

		Job Title

		Projects Director

		

		

		



		

		Organisation

		Llŷr Floating Wind Limited

		

		

		



		

		Postal Address

		The Boathouse, Hawkcraig Road, Aberdour, KY3 0TZ

		

		

		



		

		Telephone Number

		07808 706753

		

		

		



		

		Email Address

		Marc.murray@ciercoenergy.com





Please only fill in you are an agent applying on behalf of contact above.  

		1b

		Agent Name

		Click or tap here to enter text.

		

		

		



		

		Agent Organisation

		Click or tap here to enter text.

		

		

		



		

		Agent Telephone Number

		Click or tap here to enter text.

		

		

		



		

		Agent Email Address

		Click or tap here to enter text.












2. Type of application

Where the answer box contains answers in bold type, these indicate the possible answers to the question. If you wish to add additional notes or comments, please do this in Question 3a.

		2a

		Is this an application for a new SSL or for an amendment to an existing SSL? 

		 New 





		

		

		



		2b

		If this is an application for an amendment to an existing SSL, please state the reference number of the original consent, and the nature of the amendment requested (e.g. extension of time period, change to location). 

		Click or tap here to enter text.

		

		

		



		2c

		Choose the business area from the list which best describes the reason for undertaking the proposed activity. This information will help The Crown Estate to direct your application to the appropriate internal team.



		Other Commercial Purpose (please explain)





		

		

		



		2d

		Please specify what types of works you wish to carry out based on the information table provided here. 



		Geophysical

Plus benthic survey



		

		



		2e

		Is this application connected to a confidential or commercially sensitive project? 

If Yes, please provide details on the project and explain the sensitivity. The Crown Estate will use this information to evaluate when it is / is not appropriate to disclose information relating to this seabed survey licence application.

		Yes

The 2 x 100MW Llŷr Floating Offshore Wind projects – confirmed by the Crown Estate in July 2021 that it is its intent to grant seabed rights for the  Llŷr floating wind project in the Celtic Sea subject to a HRA



		



		

		If Yes, please provide a project name that you recommend us to use in external reports.

		 Llŷr Floatng Wind Limited





		



		

		If Yes, are you happy for your contact details (name & email address) to be used in external reports so that other customers of The Crown Estate can contact you and manage potential interactions?

		Yes















		2f

		The Crown Estate needs to be able to link SSL applications to any specific agreements for use of the seabed which we may already have with the applicant, since this may affect the legal obligations we have to the applicant.

If your application is connected to an existing land agreement with The Crown Estate, please state this here. This might be an existing lease, licence, agreement for lease, lease option or exclusivity agreement. Please also state whether the proposed activity will take place wholly within the land agreement area.

		The work is associated with the 2 x 100MW Llŷr Floating Offshore Wind Test and Demonstration projects – confirmed by the Crown Estate in July 2021 that it is its intent to grant seabed rights for the Llŷr floating wind project in the Celtic Sea subject to a HRA. The survey covers the identified lease area and a nominal cable route back to shore at Pembrokeshire

		

		

		



		2g

		Please confirm the approximate location of the proposed activity in relation to the 12 nautical mile territorial waters limit of the UK.

		Partially within 12NM





		

		

		



		2h

		Please state here if the proposed works are part of the MCA’s UK Civil Hydrography Programme and insert your HI number in the space provided. 

		No

		

		

		



		

		

		HI - Click or tap here to enter text.



		

		

		



		2i

		Please state here if the proposed works are part of the National Network of Regional Coastal Monitoring Programmes and insert your HI number in the space provided

		No

		

		

		



		

		

		HI - Click or tap here to enter text.







		Please answer one of the following questions (either 2i, 2j or 2k). Where a question is not relevant to the activity, please leave the box blank.



		2j

		Has a marine licence application (including self-service) been submitted for the planned survey activity? If so, please provide the application reference ID.

		Yes

Q22012



		

		

		



		2k

		If the planned activity is exempt from needing a marine licence, has a Notification of Exemption been submitted? If so, please provide the exemption notice reference ID. 

		Choose an item.

Click or tap here to enter text.



		

		

		



		2l   

		If a Marine Licence has already been obtained for the planned survey activity, please enter the licence number in this box, and submit a copy of the Licence with this form.

		Click or tap here to enter text.

		

		

		


































		3.

		Details of proposed activity



		3a

		Briefly describe the activity which is the subject of this application. This should include:

· the nature of the activities proposed

· an approximate location

· the purpose of the works including outcomes and objectives



		

		The marine surveys will be undertaken by three vessels covering all phases of the works, in differing water depths to ensure the most efficient schedule. A range of different equipment will be employed during the surveys consisting of Multi-beam echo-sounder (MBES), Sidescan Sonar (SSS), Sub-bottom profiler, Magnetometer, Ultra Short Baseline (USBL), Cone Penetration Tests (CPT), Drop down video and benthic sediment grab sampling. The offshore survey activities are scheduled to be undertaken sometime between 1st July 2022 and 30th September 2022; whilst this is a period of 92 days in total, the survey activity will be for a shorter duration. Vessel presence is expected for up to 70 days, geophysical survey activities are expected to take approximately 23 days and geotechnical activities (i.e. grab samples) are expected to take approximately 10 days. This includes an allowance for weather downtime, waiting on tides. The survey location is centred on the 2 Floating Offshore Wind Test and Demonstration project lease areas in the Celtic Sea  a HRA and a nominal cable route back to shore at Pembrokeshire (please see attached map). The proposed survey activities will enable the project to
• Acquire geophysical, geotechnical and benthic ecology data
• Use the environmental data to inform the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) which will support consent applications.
• Use the geotechnical and geophysical data to inform the concept design for the projects.









		

		





		3b

		Please specify the equipment that you propose to use and (where appropriate) the expected number of samples for each piece of equipment.

		The activities requiring a SSL are (a) Cone Penetration Testing (CPT) (5m) at 21 locations in the Llŷr 1 and Llŷr 2 lease areas, (b) drop down video (as required) and (c) benthic sediment grab sampling - approximately 62 grab samples will be taken of the seabed. Grab samples consist of 0.1m2 of sediment. The locations of the grab samples are TBC.









		

		



		3c

		Please specify the anticipated operational period for the survey work (including down weather and other down time) in days/weeks.

		The offshore survey activities are scheduled to be undertaken sometime between 1st July 2022 and 30th September 2022; whilst this is a period of 92 days in total, the survey activity will be for a shorter duration. Vessel presence is expected for up to 70 days, geophysical survey activities are expected to take approximately 23 days and geotechnical activities (i.e. grab samples) are expected to take approximately 10 days. This includes an allowance for weather downtime, waiting on tides.



		

		

		



		3d

		Provide a brief method statement for the proposed activity in the box below. This should be no more than a few paragraphs. The purpose of this question is for The Crown Estate to understand the scale of the activity, its duration and the potential for impacts on existing tenants.



		

		The proposed Project includes sediment grab samples. Approximately 62 sample stations of 0.1m2 will be taken. The samples will be taken from a 5km2 grid within the windfarm area, and every 5km along the cable route. 
Grab samples will not be collected on hard substrates or at locations with sensitive habitats - to ensure this, grab sampling will be preceded with video/camera drops.  Prior to sampling at a selected location, a video/photo of the sedimentary substrate will be taken to assess if a sensitive habitat is present. Where appropriate (i.e. no sensitive habitat present), a grab sample will be collected. The video/photo data taken will be complementary to the assessment and will allow biotope classification to include consideration of infaunal components. A sediment sub-sample will also be retained from the grab for Particle Size Analysis (PSA) with the remainder sieved for infaunal analysis. 



		

		



		3e

		Will the works involve the placement of a device or moorings (such as an ADCP, TPOD or metocean buoy) which will remain in position for more than 48 hours? 

If yes, please specify the device you intend to use in 3b.

		No










		3f

		Please state the anticipated commencement date of the proposed activity (this is the date the licence will be valid from). 

		01/07/2019

		

		

		



		3g

		Please state the anticipated completion date of the proposed activity.

		30/09/2022

		

		

		



		

		Please note that Seabed Survey Licence from The Crown Estate will be valid for a maximum of 12 months.

· If deploying a device on the seabed then your licence will only be valid for 6 months with an option of a further 6 months extension (12 months maximum).

· We now can offer a more long term licence for certain survey equipment that needs to be in place for more than 12 months. Charges may vary. Please state the timings of your deployment in 3e and 3f and we will assess your application for longer deployments.

A SSL enables the applicant to occupy the relevant seabed to undertake the intended works set out in this form. However, it does not offer exclusivity to use of the relevant seabed or oblige us to grant any further or additional rights.



		4.

		Data Provision



		

		The Marine Data Exchange (MDE) is a system that The Crown Estate has developed to store, manage and disseminate offshore survey data provided by our offshore renewable, marine aggregates and SSL customers. Once the survey data is no longer commercially valuable, we work with our customers to make the data accessible via this website.



If requested by The Crown Estate, the Licensee must provide all data collected under the SSL in full compliance with the appropriate MEDIN Data Guidelines and accompanied by MEDIN Discovery Standard metadata (https://www.medin.org.uk/data-standards). The intention is that the Data will become publically available through the MDE within a reasonable timeframe which can be agreed with The Crown Estate at the point of delivery





		

		



		4a

		Briefly describe which data deliverables you anticipate to arise from this survey, including datasets and reports.





		

		The work is being undertaken to acquire multi-beam echo sounder (MBES), backscatter, side-scan sonar (SSS), magnetometer (MAG), sub-bottom profiler (SBP), benthic ecology (physical and visual sampling), and cone penetration data to underpin EIA and HRA of the Projects and their associated export cable routes (ECR) and provide design data for the wind farm. Once acquired the data will be processed and analysed to produce a geophysical and geotechnical report and project specific benthic characterisation baseline report.






















		5.

		Survey area and location details



		

		The positions of the proposed activity must be submitted with this application form. The Crown Estate will undertake a check of the proposed activity location(s) in order to identify any potential conflicts with current seabed activity, as well as certain environmental designations as required by our statutory obligations.

IMPORTANT NOTE: The coordinates submitted in response are an essential part of processing your application. Amendments to survey locations/coordinates at any point before a licence has been issued may result in significant delays to the granting of consent. We strongly advise that you provide the vertices of a polygon describing the area within which activity will be undertaken, rather than individual point locations for small works. We reserve the right to envelop numerous point locations into one polygon to allow flexibility in the licence if required. A SSL will be given for works anywhere within the described area, subject to any relevant conditions (which will be stated in the licence). This will allow you the flexibility to microsite sampling locations without the need to amend the SSL.

The processing of your application will be greatly speeded by the provision of spatial information in a format compatible with The Crown Estate’s GIS systems and consequently, the preferred method of submission is an ESRI GIS shapefile. The coordinate system and datum (ideally WGS84) must be specified on this form.

If you are not able to create an ESRI GIS shapefile, coordinates must be supplied within an Excel spreadsheet as WGS84 Decimal Degrees. If you are unable to submit coordinates as either a shapefile or on the Excel sheet, please record this below and give further details of the way in which coordinates have been provided in the box at Question 3a. The provision of coordinates in a format other than a shapefile or within a spreadsheet should be in exceptional circumstances only. The processing of your application will be delayed if coordinates are provided in alternative formats.



		

		



		5a

		Has a GIS shapefile been submitted with this application?

		Yes

		

		



		5b

		If a shapefile has been submitted, please state coordinate system and datum for the shapefile.

		OSGB36/British National Grid EPSG 27700
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