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Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 
Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Guide to filling in this form for Natural Resources Wales staff:
To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which the Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28G duties to protect and enhance SSSIs. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
Refer to OI 140_10  ‘Applying the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 to applications for permits with potential for impact on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)’, including the flowchart in Appendix 2. 

	Pink italic text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.
Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information.
Ensure you have completed all sections.

	Natural Resources Wales area/region/NPS hub:
	North

	Name of SSSI:
	1.	Morfa Uchaf, Dyffryn Conwy
2.	Ceunant Dulyn 
3.	Aber Afon Conwy

	Type of permission:
	Landspreading Deployment under SR2010No4 Mobile plant permit

	Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	17/10/22

	Predicted 28 day date for response from NRW conservation/ecology (under S28 I(4)):
	n/a saved for info only. 

	Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	PAN-019301

	National grid reference:
	Farm location: 276708,370045

Fields:
9: 276990,370130 
11: 276780,369970 
12: 277080,369920 
13: 277120,369710 
15: 276780,368730
16: 277060,368650
22: 278130,373290

Storage:
C 276733,368751
D 277022,370098

	Description of proposal: 
	Landspreading deployment under SR2010No4 Mobile plant permit. Spreading waste from potable water treatment sludge and wastes from distillation produced by Welsh Water and Aber falls wash water.

Application to spread a maximum of 12325 tonnes. The waste will be spread over 49.3 hectares of land within the fields listed above. The waste will be stored in field heaps and a temporary storage tank when required and then spread onto the fields.

Targeted periods of spreading on grass fields include early spring (late February – April), after cutting of silage, and prior to grazing through summer and autumn.

The sludge cake will be spread using a low trajectory rear discharge spreader. Liquid sludges will be surface spread by tractor and tanker using a dribble bar.


	Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	No

	Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with NRW conservation/ecology
	No	
 

	What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.

Morfa Uchaf, Dyffryn Conwy
Application of manure, fertilisers, and lime.
Dumping, spreading, or discharging of any materials
Storage of materials.

Ceunant Dulyn 
Application of manure fertilisers and lime.
Dumping, spreading, or discharging of any materials
Storage of materials.

Aber Afon Conwy
Application of manure, fertilisers, and lime.
Dumping, spreading, or discharging of any materials.
Storage of materials.

None of the above activities under this deployment application are occurring on or within the SSSI.

The following SSSI features, and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage: 

Morfa Uchaf, Dyffryn Conwy
Morfa Uchaf, Dyffryn Conwy is of special interest for its reedbed communities, which are the largest in East Gwynedd (former county), its saltmarsh communities, and transitional vegetation supporting the nationally scarce marsh pea Lathyrus palustris, at its only known locality in North Wales.

The tide will inevitably deposit fine layers of silt to the site, reducing the need for additional agricultural fertilizers. Significant increases in nutrients will favour alien species and should be avoided.

Ceunant Dulyn 
A wooded river valley and ravine on the Afon Dulyn. The underlying rocks are a mixture of acidic Ordovician sediments and calcareous pumice tuff; this is reflected by the soil and vegetation types. Acid soils support Oak Quercus petraea and Birch Betula pubescent woodland with a sparse shrub layer and a ground flora with such species as Bracken Pteridium aquilinum and Wavy Hair Grass Deschampsia flexuosa. On more basic soils, Oak again dominates, but with Ash Fraxinus excelsior, Wych Elm Ulmus Glabra and Alder Alnus glutinosa. A shrub layer including Hazel Corylus avellana occurs and a ground flora rich in such species as Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens, Wild Angelica Angelica sylvestris, Sanicle Sanicula europaea and Male Fern Dryopteris filix-mas.

 Aber Afon Conwy
Aber Afon Conwy is of special interest for its marine and terrestrial invertebrate biology. The tidal reach of the site extends approximately 16 kilometres, encompassing Conwy Bay between Penmaenbach Point and Great Orme’s Head at its seaward limit, to its upstream boundary south of Tal y Cafn. The shoreline is backed by natural rock and boulder clay cliff, sand dune, salt marsh and woodland, with artificial substrate and sea defence walls forming the boundary throughout the remainder of the estuary.

This coastal plain estuary is of particular importance as it has the largest extent, most complete zonation, richest variety, and best examples of high quality intertidal estuarine communities, between Bardsey Island and Great Ormes Head. The site also supports the most typical example of estuarine rocky and sediment communities in East Gwynedd. The site supports nationally important ‘piddock’ communities on; eulittoral peat, eulittoral firm clay with Mytilus edulis, lower eulittoral soft rock with Fucus serratus and sublittoral fringe soft rock with Laminaria digitata. In addition, the site supports specialised communities of shallow pools on mixed substrata with hydroids, ephemeral algae and Littorina littorea.


	Decision

	i) The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest. 

Morfa Uchaf, Dryffin Conwy SSSI 

Applicant has inserted a 100m no-spread buffer zone applied to the closest adjacent field- field 16. There are also physical barriers on the field boundaries at the edge of this field. 
Fields 13 is also within 120m to the SSSI a 50 no spread zone is in place in this field due to a water course which drains into the SSSI. 
Fields 11,12, 9, 15 are also in proximity to the SSSI at between 460m and 131m there are several physical barriers between these fields and the SSSI including other fields no spread buffer zones, field walls and roads. 
Storage location C is over 440m from the SSSI and Storage location D is 423m away from the SSSI waste stored in these field heaps do not contain readily available nitrogen and the locations have not been used previously as field heap storage. 

Spread methods are low trajectory and a no spread buffer zones cover areas sloping at 12+ degrees areas mitigating runoff risks. Watercourses flowing or draining directly into SSSI will also have 50m non-spread buffer zones. Given the mitigation in place alongside CoGAP and permit conditions there is no credible impact pathway between the spread area and the SSSI. 

Ceunant Dulyn SSSIs

The closest field to this SSSI is field 15 which is located 83ms form the SSSI, storage location C (185m) and 16 (246m) are also in assessable proximity to the SSSI. Fields are bounded by physical barriers from the SSSI, there is also a road between field 15 and the SSSI. The fields are relatively flat.    

Spread methods are low trajectory and a no spread buffer zones cover areas sloping at 12+ degrees areas mitigating runoff risks. Watercourses flowing or draining directly into SSSI will also have 50m non-spread buffer zones. Given the mitigation in place alongside CoGAP and permit conditions there is no credible impact pathway between the spread area and the SSSI.

Aber Afon Conwy SSSI

Applicant has noted they will avoid spreading during sensitive spreading periods e.g., breeding season. 
SSSI is 430m from field 22 with physical barriers including field boundary hedges and a road. 
Fields 21 and 22 are over 500ms form the SSSI as are storage locations A and B. Spread methods are low trajectory and a no spread buffer zones cover areas sloping at 12+ degrees areas mitigating runoff risks. Watercourses flowing or draining directly into SSSI will also have 50m non-spread buffer zones. Given the mitigation in place alongside CoGAP and permit conditions there is no credible impact pathway between the spread area and the SSSI.


Natural Resources Wales is minded to:
Issue the permission 


	Name and job title of Natural Resources Wales officer:
	
Ethan Banfield 
Permitting Officer

	Date form sent to NRW conservation/ecology
	n/a saved for Info only
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