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Good morning, Fiona  
 
Jenny Emmett at Gwynedd Archaeological Trust forwarded your email to me as we cover 
the Old Colwyn area.  
 
Thanks for the details of the investigation trenches and cores. We have in the past had a 
watching brief on test pits dug on the beach and through the rock armour sections here and 
these did not encounter any of the former prehistoric land surfaces which are normally 
marked by a peat layer. The test pits reached a depth of between 2 and 3 metres and 
encountered sand and beach cobbles and quite a high water table which flooded the pits 
quickly. As your windowless samples are going to a greater depth (6 metres) it would be 
useful to have a copy of the geotechnical log report recording the nature of the top of each 
strata change as this may indicate whether any prehistoric land surfaces are encountered at 
greater depth. A copy of the log report should be sent through to me for further comment.  
 
Kind regards  
 
Mark Walters  
 
--------------------------------------------------- 
Mark Walters  
Senior Planning Archaeologist / Uwch Archeolegydd Cynllunio 
Ffôn / Tel:  Mobile: 07736 163148 
E-bost / E-mail: mark.walters@cpat.org.uk 

Ymddiriedolaeth Archaeolegol Clwyd-Powys, Y Swyddfeydd, Coed y Dinas, Welshpool, SY21 8RP,  
Swyddfa Gofrestredig fel yr uchod. Rhif Cwmni 1212455, Rhif Elusen 508301, Sefydliad Cofrestredig 

CIfA.  
 
Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust, The Offices, Coed y Dinas, Welshpool, SY21 8RP.  
Registered Office as above. Company No 1212455, Charity No 508301. Chartered Institute for 
Archaeologists Registered Organisation No 6.   
Please note that I do not work Fridays   
 

 
From: Fiona Bussell <Fiona.Bussell@amcogiffen.co.uk>  
Sent: 28 October 2022 14:53 
To: nmr.wales@rcahmw.gov.uk; Andrew Davidson <andrew.davidson@heneb.co.uk> 
Subject: Archaeological Query for Old Colwyn Sea Wall 
  
Good afternoon, 
  
I am in the process of applying for a Marine Licence to undertake some site investigation works at 
Old Colwyn sea wall.  Natural Resources Wales Marine Licensing Team has recommended engaging 
with the Local Archaeological Trust (WAT) and the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Wales (RCAHMW) on the likelihood of any concerns relating to the presence of 
archaeological features which may be affected by our works. 
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The initial ground investigation works will help inform a permanent design solution to repair a 
section of a sea wall. 
  
“To enable the design of the above works, it is required that investigations are carried out to 
ascertain the makeup of the existing sea wall and founding strata and design the appropriate 
renovation measures to the structure. The Specification shall be the UK Specification for Ground 
Investigation, Second Edition, as published by ICE Publishing in 2012.” 
  
The site in question is Old Colwyn sea wall – approx. 700m in length section. 
Colwyn Bay North 
OS Grid Reference X (Easting) 287343, Y (Northing) 378698 
  
The scope of the ground investigation is as follows:  

 5no Windowless Samples to a minimum of 6 m in depth, at 100m centres along the length of the 
sea wall.  
These shall be carried out on the walkway immediately above the rock armour sections.  
  
All Windowless sample positions are to be commenced with a hand dug inspection pit for service 
clearance to a depth of no less than 1.2m.  
o Undisturbed samples are to be taken at the top of every change in strata;  
o SPT testing at every 1.5m and change in strata;  
  

 22no cores through the existing wall, spaced at 50 m centres along the length of the wall. Cores are 
to be carried out in pairs, one mid height of wall (horizontal core) and another at the base of the wall 
with a 45 deg inclination. 
  
  
Please can I ask if you could review and let me know if you have any concerns relating to these 
works at this location. 
  
Thank you for your time. 
  
Kind regards, Fiona 

Fiona Bussell 
 

  

Senior Sustainability & Assurance Advisor 
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T: 01443 233400 

M:  07557 540036 

E:  Fiona.Bussell@amcogiffen.co.uk  

 

 

www.amcogiffen.co.uk 

 

 
Amalgamated Construction Limited (AmcoGiffen) is a wholly owned subsidiary of Renew Holdings plc 
  
Registered Office: Renew Holdings plc, 3175 Century Way, Thorpe Park, Leeds, LS15 8ZB.  
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Amco registered in England & Wales Number 995892, Giffen registered in England & Wales Number 00252314  
 
Disclaimer - Renew Holdings plc and subsidiary companies  
 
This email and any files transmitted with it are CONFIDENTIAL and may contain legally privileged information intended solely for the use of the addressee.  If you are not 
the intended recipient, please advise the sender or system administrator immediately by return email. This email was scanned for viruses prior to transmission. Renew Ho
ldings plc (and its subsidiaries) however accept no responsibility for any viruses not revealed by such check and in accordance with good computing practice recipients sh
ould ensure that they are actually virus free.  
Renew Holdings plc, registered in England & Wales, company number 650447. The Registered Office for Renew Holdings plc and subsidiary companies is Renew Holdin
gs plc, 3175 Century Way, Thorpe Park, Leeds, LS15 8ZB.  

 


