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	[bookmark: _Toc492277426]Natural Resources Wales Formal Notice.
Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 
Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Guide to filling in this form for Natural Resources Wales staff:
To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which the Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28G duties to protect and enhance SSSIs. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
Refer to OI 140_10  ‘Applying the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 to applications for permits with potential for impact on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)’, including the flowchart in Appendix 2. 

	Pink italic text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.
Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information.
Ensure you have completed all sections.

	Natural Resources Wales area/region/NPS hub:
	North West Wales

	Name of SSSI:
	Cors Bodwrog SSSI

	Type of permission:
	Land spreading deployment under standard rules permit SR 2010 No4 Mobile plant for land spreading.

	Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	10/01/2023

	Predicted 28 day date for response from NRW conservation/ecology (under S28 I(4)):
	n/a

	Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	PAN-019908

	National grid reference:
	Farm location: 239844 375732

Fields:
Land to be treated:
1      239952,375843
2      240045,375759
3      239865,375361
4      240053,375189
5      239860,375964
6      239728,375886
7      239702,375823
8      238256,374887
9/10 238382,374935
11    238460,375029
12    238560,375122
13    238659,375233
14    243300,377704
15    243039,377771
16    242809,377762
17    242827,377642
18    243215,377596

Storage:
239814,375760
239837,375753
238680,375143
243319,377672


	Description of proposal: 
	A land spreading application to spread 8 waste streams (EWC 19 09 02, 02 07 02 &  19 05 99) at. Boderw, Gwalchmai, Holyhead
Anglesey. Wastes are to be spread on 17 fields which contain grass. The application rate of the wastes ranges from 43-250 tonnes per ha, with a total tonnage to spread a maximum of 12,500 tonnes.

The waste will be spread over 50 ha hectares of land within the listed fields at Boderw Farm. The waste spread under this deployment are composed of non-stackable sludges. Liquid sludges will be surface spread by tractor and tanker using a low trajectory splash plate.
The 19 05 99 wastes will be shallow disc injected to comply with TGN 8.01.

Targeted periods of spreading on grass fields include early spring (February – April), after cutting of silage, and prior to grazing through summer and autumn. 

The land spreading activity will comply with the Code of Good Agricultural Practice guidelines (COGAP).

Documents related to this deployment can be found on the DMS. 



	Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	[image: ]NO	

Field 5 is the closest field located to Cors Bodwrog where it is located 272 meters from the SSSI. 

Below is a table detailing the distance that fields within the screening distance are from the SSSI. 



	Field
	Distance field is from SSSI (meters)

	[bookmark: _Hlk122433327]1
	394

	5
	272

	6
	332

	7
	374





	Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with NRW conservation/ecology
	NO
 

	What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.

1. Cultivation, including ploughing, rotovating, harrowing and re-seeding.

5. Application of manure, fertilisers and lime.

7 Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials.

22. Storage of materials.

26. Use of vehicles likely to damage the fen vegetation or craft likely to disturb birds.

The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage: 

Mesotrophic wetland with small areas of alkaline (lime-rich) fen.

	Decision

	i) The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest. 


· The closest field (5) is located 272 meters from the SSSI where there is no perceivable impact pathway to    which nutrients and/or PTEs may enter the SSSI.  

· There are physical barriers along the route from the proposed spreading fields to the SSSI such as roads and building which can be seen on the map in section 9 of this appendix 4. These barriers will mitigate the risk to the SSSI although it is extremely unlikely that wastes will leave the field boundaries due the appropriate application methods and application rates of the waste to the fields.  

· The submitted site plan includes the appropriate no spread buffer zones around water courses to mitigate the risk of nutrients and PTEs entering the water/ SSSI. These no spread buffer zones comply with the SRP. 

· The fields closest to the SSSI (fields 1, 5 6 ,7 are located on flat to gently sloping land (0-7o) meaning the risk of runoff is lower as the waste will be incorporated into the soil effectively.

· To mitigate the pollution risk to watercourses/SSSIs the waste materials will not be applied at a rate greater than 50 t/ha in any 3-week period.

· Liquid sludges will be surface spread by tractor and tanker using a low trajectory splash plate. The 19 05 99 wastes will be shallow disc injected to comply with TGN 8.01. 

· As shown on the nutrient calculator for this application, all fields being spread on have a greater overall offtake of phosphate than is being added by the spreading, so the overall levels of phosphate in the soils will decrease from their current level within the 12 month period of this deployment. There will be no overall phosphate increase to the land as a result of this application.

· Wastes will be spread at appropriate times when the crop will benefit from the nutrients provided i.e. include early spring (February – April), after cutting of silage, and prior to grazing through summer and autumn 

· The wastes will be applied following the Code of Good Agricultural Practice including spread wastes in suitable weather conditions outlined in CoGAP.

· A site-specific risk assessment has been provided by the operator to take into account any potential issues and provide any mitigation that may be required.

· Machinery will be checked daily when in use, regularly serviced and spreading equipment calibrated.

Natural Resources Wales is minded to: Issue the permission.


	Name and job title of Natural Resources Wales officer:
	Owen Clee
Waste Permitting Officer

	Date form sent to NRW conservation/ecology
	n/a

	For Natural Resources Wales use only, once NRW conservation/ecology response received 

	NRW conservation/ecology comment on assessment:
	Please delete as appropriate:
i) NRW conservation/ecology advise the operation can go ahead
ii) NRW conservation/ecology advise the operation can go ahead with conditions
iii) NRW conservation/ecology advise against permitting the operation 
Please ensure that the NRW conservation/ecology response is attached to this Formal Notice.

	Name and job title of NRW conservation/ecology officer:
	

	Date of receipt of NRW conservation/ecology response:
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