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1.0 Purpose
The purpose of this procedure is to outline actions to be taken in the event of a spillage.  
2.0 Scope
This procedure outlines only the actions to be taken should a spillage occur. Other procedures outline the measures to be taken to prevent spillages (SOP-03, SOP-04) or to minimise their impact (SOP-05, SOP-06, SOP-07). 
3.0 Responsibility
Site manager

Site supervisor

Site operatives
Technically competent manager

4.0 Procedure
4.1 Availability of materials
4.1.1 The site manager should ensure that a supply of materials is kept on site that can be used either to absorb spillages or to form a bund around a spill area or sensitive locations. This could be spill granules, sand, absorbent pads, drain covers or booms. Inert C&D wastes (e.g. sand or clay) may also be used for certain purposes.
4.1.2 All staff must be informed where within the site these materials are located and must be trained in their use in handling spillages.
4.2 Notifications
4.2.1 If any spillage occurs it should be immediately reported to the site manager or the technically competent manager or site supervisor. They will then assess the situation and decide on any appropriate course of action further to the ones listed below.
4.3 Actions
4.3.1 If possible stop the spillage or, if it is safe to do so, isolate the cause of the spill and/or move to bunded area i.e. pick up the container turn off the valve or block the flow. 
4.3.2 If the spillage is small then use spill granules immediately to prevent the spill spreading, clean up and send contaminated material to appropriate licensed site for disposal.
4.3.3 If the spill is larger use inert materials, i.e. clay or sand, to make a containment bund and seek specialist help to clean up.

4.3.4 If a spillage has reached the drainage system, then clearing out of the interceptor should be arranged unless the spillage is so minor that it is unlikely to cause harm. 

4.3.5 If some of the spillage has entered a flowing watercourse immediately contact the Environment Agency and use an appropriate method for the containment of the material spilled (e.g. oil – floating absorbent boom), but if denser than water (i.e. sinks) then a weir can be used.

4.3.6 If the spillage is major and cannot be contained using approved materials, then the Environment Agency and senior management should be contacted immediately and specialist help obtained.

4.3.7 If a spillage is from a vehicle and the vehicle can be safely approached and started then it should immediately be moved to a position where any spillage can be contained (if possible), e.g. a concrete area that can be isolated.
4.3.8 In the event of a fire where fire fighting has lead to potentially contaminated fire water, the measures above should also be implemented as appropriate.  

4.4 Investigations
4.4.1 The circumstances of any dangerous waste causing a spill on site will be investigated by a site manager or a technically competent manager to avoid repetition. 
4.5 Records
4.5.1 Details of instances of excessive spillages must be recorded in the site diary (and in a site condition report, if this is maintained as a separate document). The records should include details of the nature of the material that was spilt, the approximate quantity, actions taken and assessment of whether any residual contamination may remain.
5.0 References

· Site diary
· AMP: Accident / Pollution Incident Management Plan
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