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Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 
Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Guide to filling in this form for Natural Resources Wales staff:
To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which the Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28G duties to protect and enhance SSSIs. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
Refer to OI 140_10  ‘Applying the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 to applications for permits with potential for impact on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)’, including the flowchart in Appendix 2. 

	Pink italic text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.
Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information.
Ensure you have completed all sections.

	Natural Resources Wales area/region/NPS hub:
	Mid

	Name of SSSI:
	Afon Teifi SSSI & Aberarth- Carreg Wylan SSSI

	Type of permission:
	Landspreading Deployment under SR2010No4 Mobile plant permit

	Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	26/05/2023

	Predicted 28 day date for response from NRW conservation/ecology (under S28 I(4)):
	n/a

	Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	PAN-021494 

	National grid reference:
	Farm location: SN 17839 48999

Fields: Bryn Farm
Bryn 3    SN 17534 49286
Bryn 4    SN 17324 49502
Bryn 5    SN 17191 49544
Bryn 7    SN 17234 49159
Bryn 8    SN 17405 49151
Bryn 10   SN 17604 48973
Bryn 11   SN 17468 48869 
Bryn 12   SN 17319 48833
Bryn 13   SN 17351 49009
Bryn 14   SN 17151 48793

Pencefen Farm
Pencefen 3    SN 19932 50796
Pencefen 4    SN 20053 50524
Pencefen 5    SN 19810 50510

Storage:
SN 17876 49048
SN 19715 50450

	Description of proposal: 
	A land spreading application to spread 2 waste streams (EWC 02 05 02 & 02 07 02  at Bryn and Pencefen farm. Wastes are to be spread on 13 fields which contain grass and spring barley. The application rate of the wastes ranges from 24-69 tonnes per ha, with a total tonnage to spread a maximum of 8,268 tonnes.

The waste will be spread over 49.2 ha hectares of land within the listed fields at Bryn and Pencefen farm. The waste spread under this deployment are composed of non-stackable liquid wastes. The non-stackable wastes will be stored in a temporary field nurse tank prior to spreading. The wastes aren’t mixed and are spread on separate fields. The non-stackable liquids will be surface spread via trailing hose applicator. The maximum application rate for each field may be split into multiple applications and will not exceed 50t/ha in any one application to a field, or the given maximum applications if lower.

Targeted periods for spreading on grass and spring barley fields include when ground conditions being suitable and when
there is a significant crop nutrient requirement (i.e. May 2023, immediately following silage cuts (May-August 2023), in advance of grazing (summer/autumn 2023 - no later than September 2023.

The land spreading activity will comply with the Code of Good Agricultural Practice guidelines (COGAP).

Documents related to this deployment can be found on the DMS.

	Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	NO	
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Field Bryn 7 is closet field located next to the Aberarth - Carreg Wylan SSSI (203 meters) There is a 10 meter no spread buffer zone in place on the field border that faces the SSSI.
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Field Bryn 14 is closet field located to the Afon Teifi and SSSI (484) meters.

	Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with NRW conservation/ecology
	NO	
 

	What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.

AFON TEIFI SSSI 

7. Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials.

22. Storage of materials.

26. Use of vehicles, or craft within the control of the owner or occupier.

ABERARTH-CARREG WYLAN SSSI

5. Application of manure, slurry, silage liquor, fertilisers and lime.

7 Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials.

26. Use of vehicles or craft in a manner likely to damage the flora, fauna or features for which the site is of special interest.

The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage: 

AFON TEIFI SSSI 


· Water crowfoot
· Associated riverside habitats
· marshy grassland, swamp, saltmarsh and broadleaved woodland. Nutrient-poor, mildly acidic upland lakes (the Teifi Pools). 
· Atlantic salmon
· Bullhead
· three species of lamprey
· Otters
· Floating water plantain,
· Northern yellow-cress and multi-fruited river moss. 
· Club tailed dragonfly 
· Freshwater pearl mussel. 
· Breeding river and wetland birds. 
· Bottle-nosed dolphins


ABERARTH-CARREG WYLAN SSSI


· Zonation of intertidal communities,
· Honeycomb worm 
· Rare and uncommon plant species
· Bottlenose dolphin and seals 
· Kittiwake 
· Chough 
· Lesser black-backed Gull
· Rare and uncommon invertebrates species


Habitat features 

· Sand dunes
· Continuous bracken and woodland,
· Dense scrub, acid grassland, marshy grassland, together with other elements such as hedgerows, streams, springs, flushes, small rock outcrops and individual trees.
· Reefs and overhangs and caves 
· Maritime cliff crevice and ledges 
· Maritime and wild thyme grassland and coastal heathland 

Geological features 

· Caledonian structures exposed in the sea cliffs and foreshore (Traeth Penbryn and Cwmtudu).

· Pleistocene / Quaternary sedimentary profiles exposed in the sea cliffs and foreshore (Mwnt and Poppit) As well as the features listed above.


	Decision

	i) The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest. 

· Field Bryn 7 is closest field located next to the Aberarth - Carreg Wylan SSSI (203 meters) There is a 10 meter no spread buffer zone in place on the field border that faces the SSSI. Due to proximity the fields are from the SSSI it is highly unlikely that the wastes spread on these fields will cause detriment to the SSSI. There is no potential impact pathway for the wastes to travel to the SSSI. 

· Field Bryn 14 is closest field located to the Afon Teifi and SSSI (484) meters. Due to proximity the fields are from the SSSI it is highly unlikely that the wastes spread on these fields will cause detriment to the SSSI. There is no potential impact pathway for the wastes to travel to the SSSI. 

· Only two fields (Bryn 11 & 12) in this deployment are on moderately sloping land (7-12o). There is a 10 meter no spread buffer zone on the southern border of field Bryn 12 to mitigate the risk of wastes entering the highly sloping area of land outside the field boundary. The rest of the fields are on flat to gently sloping land (0-7o) and do not pose a surface runoff risk that would result in wastes leaving the spreading fields.

· The wastes will be applied to the fields with an appropriate application method for the types of waste (trailing shoe) which is an effective way of applying the wastes to the soils directly which improve spreading accuracy, maximising nutrient use and minimising nutrient losses.

· All fields under this deployment have a greater overall offtake of phosphate than is being added by the waste, so the overall levels of phosphate in the soils will decrease from their current level within the 12 month period of this deployment. There will be no overall phosphate increase to the land as a result of this application.
· Water courses/springs have been appropriately buffered in accordance with the stand rules permit to prevent nutrients and/or PTEs from entering the water courses/ SSSI.

· All wastes streams are non-stackable liquid sludges, so dust will not be generated during the activity. and as such, no dust from this activity should enter any protected water courses/SSSI.

· A site-specific risk assessment has been provided by the operator to take into account any potential issues and has provided appropriate mitigation measures to protect the SSSI and other sensitive sites from harm.

· To mitigate again surface runoff/ leachate further the wastes will be split into multiple applications and will not exceed 50t/ha in any one application. This allows for the soils to effectively uptake the wastes. 

· Spillages: all spillages will be reported immediately to NRW.

· Operators will aim to empty spreading equipment before the end of each working day to avoid overnight storage of waste in machinery.

· Regular servicing of all machinery is conducted and spreading equipment is annually calibrated. To prevent waste being held in faulty machinery replacement spreading equipment will be available.

· Spreading machinery will travel over the field in a direction which will most easily allow the machinery to turn within the boundaries of the field. Any spreading equipment will be turned off and/or lifted out of the soil prior to turning at the end of each run.

· Machinery turns will be routed to avoid rutting and wheel slip. The turns will not be executed on any buffer strips.

· Weather conditions will be monitored prior to spreading with wind speed and direction assessed.


Natural Resources Wales is minded to: Issue the permission 


	Name and job title of Natural Resources Wales officer:
	Owen Clee
Permitting Officer

	Date form sent to NRW conservation/ecology
	n/a

	For Natural Resources Wales use only, once NRW conservation/ecology response received 

	NRW conservation/ecology comment on assessment:
	Please delete as appropriate:
i) NRW conservation/ecology advise the operation can go ahead
ii) NRW conservation/ecology advise the operation can go ahead with conditions
iii) NRW conservation/ecology advise against permitting the operation 
Please ensure that the NRW conservation/ecology response is attached to this Formal Notice.

	Name and job title of NRW conservation/ecology officer:
	

	Date of receipt of NRW conservation/ecology response:
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