Natural Resources Wales permitting decisions

Bespoke permit 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]We have decided to grant the permit for Land at Bryncrach Farm operated by Ms. Stella Price. 
The application number is PAN-019941. 
The permit number is EPR/CB3896FY

The permit regulates a new bespoke discharge of diluted Organophosphate waste sheep dip to ground using a vacuum tanker onto a minimum disposal area measured at 0.6 hectares. The discharge will be diluted 3 parts slurry or water (3 cubic metres) to 1 part working strength dip (1 cubic metre). The applicant intends to dip three times per annum and thus a maximum total volume of 12 cubic metres (diluted) is to be dispersed on three separated parcels of land.

We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements and that the permit will ensure that the appropriate level of environmental protection is provided.


Purpose of this document

This decision document:
· explains how the application has been determined
· provides a record of the decision-making process 
· shows how all relevant factors have been taken into account
· justifies the specific conditions in the permit other than those in our generic permit template.
Unless the decision document specifies otherwise we have accepted the applicant’s proposals.


Structure of this document

· Annex 1 the decision checklist.
· Annex 2 the consultation and web publicising responses. 

Annex 1: decision checklist 
This checklist should be read in conjunction with the Duly Making checklist.


	Aspect
	Justification / Detail
	Criteria met

	
	
	Yes

	Consultation

	Scope of consultation 
	The consultation requirements were identified and implemented.  The decision was taken in accordance with RGN 6 High Profile Sites, our Public Participation Statement and our Working Together Agreements.
	ü

	Responses to consultation and web publicising 
	The web publicising and consultation responses (Annex 2) were taken into account in the decision.  

No web consultation reponses were received. 

The decision was taken in accordance with our guidance. 

	ü

	Operator

	Control of the facility
	We are satisfied that the applicant (now the operator) is the person who will have control over the operation of the facility after the grant of the permit.  The decision was taken in accordance with EPR RGN 1 Understanding the meaning of operator.

	ü

	European Directives

	Applicable directives 
	All applicable European directives have been considered in the determination of the application.


	ü

	The site

	Extent of the site of the facility 
	The operator has provided a plan which we consider is satisfactory, showing the extent of the site of the facility including discharge points. 

A plan is included in the permit and the operator is required to carry on the permitted activities within the site boundary.

	ü

	Biodiversity, Heritage, Landscape and Nature Conservation and a designated site under the Wildlife and Countryside Act. 
	The application is within the relevant distance criteria of a site of heritage,  landscape or nature conservation, and/or protected species or habitat.

Formal consultation has been carried out with CADW and Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust. The consultation responses (Annex 2) were taken into account in the permitting decision.  
A full assessment of the application and its potential to affect the River Wye / Afon Gwy SSSI site has been carried out as part of the permitting process. We consider that the application will not affect the features of the River Wye / Afon Gwy SSSI site. 

	ü

	Habitat Regulation Assessment for a designated site under the EU Habitats Directive
	Appropriate assessment:

In light of the conclusions of an appropriate assessment, and taking account of the advice received from protected sites advisors, it has been established that the project will not adversely affect the integrity of any Natura 2000/Ramsar site, taking into account any conditions or restrictions as applicable, either alone or in-combination with other plans and projects. (As documented in section 4 of OGN 200 form 1) 

	ü

	Environmental Risk Assessment and operating techniques

	Environmental risk

	We have carried out a risk assessment on behalf of the operator.  

The operator considers this risk assessment is satisfactory. 

	ü

	Operating techniques
	We have reviewed the techniques used by the operator and compared these with the relevant guidance notes. 

The proposed techniques / emission levels for priorities for control are in line with the benchmark levels contained in the TGN and we consider them to represent appropriate techniques for the facility.

	ü

	Operator Competence

	Environment Management System 
	There is no known reason to consider that the operator will not have the management systems to enable it to comply with the permit conditions.  The decision was taken in accordance with RGN 5 on Operator Competence.



	ü

	Sustainable Management of Natural Resources (SMNR)

	Considerations of SMNR - Compliance with our General Purpose
	We are satisfied that this decision is compatible with our general purpose of pursuing the sustainable management of natural resources in relation to Wales and applying the principles of sustainable management of natural resources”

	ü

	Environment Wales Act 2016

	Biodiversity and resilience of ecosystems duty
	Section 6 of the Environment Wales Act 2016 requires that we seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity in the exercise of our functions, and in so doing promote the resilience of ecosystems, in a manner that is consistent with the proper exercise of our functions. NRW is satisfied that in this case, we have taken into account and had due regard to this duty in so far as it is consistent with the function of determining an application for a  groundwater discharge activity permit under EPR2016.
	ü



Annex 2: Consultation and web publicising advertising responses 

Summary of responses to consultation and web publication advertising and the way in which we have taken these into account in the determination process.  

	Response received from

	CADW

	Brief summary of issues raised

	This advice is given in response an application for sheep dip disposal at Land at Bryncrach Farm, Hundred House, Llandrindod Wells, LD1 5RY.

Listed Buildings

8804 Gwern Hwsmon (grade II)
8811 The Old Mill (grade II*)
8812 Fforest Farmhouse (grade II)
83491 Upper Llaneon, including attached former cow house (grade II)

Scheduled Monuments

RD035 Colwyn Castle
RD036 The Mount Mound & Bailey Castle, Hundred House
RD229 Cwm standing stone
RD230 Hundred House round barrow

The above designated historic assets are located inside 500m of the proposed development, but intervening topography, buildings and vegetation block all views between them except for scheduled monuments RD035 and RD036. Consequently, the proposed development will have no potential impact on the settings of these designated historic assets other than listed building 8812 and scheduled monuments RD035 & RD036.

The location of the proposed sheep dip dispersal is located some 900m north of listed building 8812 Fforest farmhouse and scheduled monument RD035 Colwyn Castle and some 980m northwest of RD036 The Mount Mound & Bailey Castle, Hundred House.

8812 Fforest Farmhouse is an early 17th century house first described in 1629 when it had been recently built, perhaps using stone from Colwyn castle and which was demolished at that time. It is located within in the earthworks of the castle which forms its immediate setting.

RD035 Colwyn Castle comprises the remains of a medieval motte and bailey castle, built over the remains of a Roman fort. The top of the motte is some 65m in diameter, is occupied by a modern farm. This area is surrounded except to the south-west by a ditch, the base of which is up to some 6m below the level of the summit, with a counterscarp bank beyond standing up to 4m high above the base of the ditch and some 1m above the surrounding ground surface. The motte stands at the junction of two contiguous sub-rectangular bailey enclosures forming an area some 280m by 160m in total, surrounded by a bank and ditch. The bailey bank stands up to 0.5m above the interior on the southwest but is reduced to a scarp elsewhere; both bank and scarp stand some 1m high externally. The ditch is still visible at the south-west and north-east ends of the bailey and at points along the north-west side but is largely lost on the south-east side. 

Colwyn Castle is mentioned in documentary sources in AD1144 and is thought to have been reconstructed in stone about AD1240. It was demolished in AD1629.

The south-western portion of the bailey overlies a Roman fort, thought to measure some 160m square; traces of a presumed north corner can be seen to the north-west of the motte. Finds of pottery from badger earths suggest that this fort belongs to the earliest campaigns in Wales in the AD 50s. There are traces outside the north-western and south-western sides of a further slight defence about 16m beyond the main line, forming an annexe. Geophysical survey has failed to locate any associated civilian settlement, or indeed much detail of either Roman or medieval features. 

RD036 The Mount Mound & Bailey Castle, Hundred House which comprises the remains of a medieval motte and bailey castle The Mount is located on level ground some 50m north-east of the river Edw. The motte, which measures some 50m northwest to southeast by some 42m, is at the west end of the bailey and stands to a height of some 10m with a flat oval summit. It is ditched on its north and east sides; elsewhere the ditch has disappeared. Adjoining the motte on its southeast side is a small, embanked enclosure or platform measuring some 21m northeast to southwest by 12m. Beyond this to the east is the main bailey, measuring some 80m in diameter internally and enclosing an area of about 0.8ha. It is defended by a bank and ditch, which are clearly defined but present only on the north and north-east sides, with a simple entrance gap on the north-east. The topography suggests that the south side of the bailey may have been lost to erosion from the river at some stage.

The motte was the precursor to Colwyn Castle and the first centre of power and administration of the commote of Elfael Uwch Mynydd. Probably commenced in 1093 by Ralph Tosny of Clifford. It was captured by the forces of Madog ab Idnerth around 1135 before being rebuilt by Hugh Mortimer of Wigmore in 1144. It may have reverted to Welsh control again with the defeat of Hugh by his Angevin enemies in the period 1148-53 before being rebuilt by the forces of William Braose in 1195. Finally, being besieged and destroyed by Prince Rhys ap Gruffydd in 1196. 

Both the Roman fort, The Medieval castle and the associated earlier the motte and bailey were located for strategic reasons to control the lines of communication afforded by the River Edw and an overland route that ran east to west between Radnor and Builth Wells. When constructed they would have had important all-round views with the most significant being to the east and west along the line of the current A481.

Although the area of proposed sheep dip disposal is potentially visible from both listed building 8812 and scheduled monuments RD035 and RD036 the proposed disposal will result in no visual change to the field and any other potential effect can be discounted by the distance of the field from the designated historic assets. Consequently, the proposed disposal will have no impact on the settings of listed building 8812 and scheduled monuments RD035 and RD036. 


	Summary of actions taken or show how this has been covered

	No action required. 
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