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	Natural Resources Wales Formal Notice.
Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 

Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Guide to filling in this form for Natural Resources Wales staff:

To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which the Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28G duties to protect and enhance SSSIs. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.

Refer to OI 140_10  ‘Applying the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 to applications for permits with potential for impact on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)’, including the flowchart in Appendix 2. 

	Pink italic text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.

Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information.

Ensure you have completed all sections.

	1. Natural Resources Wales area/region/NPS hub:
	Wales, Cardiff, Ty Cambria

	2. Name of SSSI:
	GLASWELLTIROEDD CEFN CRIBWR / CEFN CRIBWR GRASSLANDS

	3. Type of permission:
	Environmental Permit 

	4. Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	27/08/23

	5. Predicted 28 day date for response from NRW conservation/ecology (under S28 I(4)):
	Filed for audit

	6. Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	PAN-019400

	7. National grid reference:
	SS 83881 82280

	8. Description of proposal: 
	An application has been received, PAN-018905, for a new surface water discharge at Land adjacent to 33A Woodlands Park, Kenfig Hill, CF33 6DY. The discharge location NGR is SS 83881 82280.

The application form with full proposal can be found here.

The system will serve one 3x bedroom residential property.  The property is a new build.

The proposed package treatment plant will be of British Standard BS 12566. The discharge will be into a culverted watercourse flowing to the Afon Fach.  The packaged treatment plant will discharge to the culverted watercourse in the rear garden due to the level constraint on the site.

The site is within the sewer network area.  Prior to duly making this application we extensively explored the possibility of connecting to the sewer and ultimately it was deemed not possible.  This is evidenced on the DMS folder here.

A sewage effluent discharge of a volume 1 m3/day has been estimated.

	9. Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	No 
The proposed discharge is 320m from the boundary of the SSSI.
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	10. Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with NRW conservation/ecology
	No 

	11. What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.
•
Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials.
The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage: 
The Cefn Cribwr SSSIs have two main special features. 
Marshy Grassland is of particular interest on these sites. This is now a rare habitat, found on damp ground. Much of the remaining marshy grassland in Britain is found in Wales and we have a special responsibility for its conservation. Across Wales, much marshy grassland has been lost in the 20th century, mainly because of agricultural improvement. 
Within areas of marshy grassland, the vegetation changes subtly according to how wet or free draining the ground is, and the soil type. The damper areas are dominated by plants such as purple moor-grass, various types of rush, and small sedges. Flowering plants such as tormentil and devil’s-bit scabious are common in these places. Where the soil is more lime-rich but still relatively wet, other flowering plants such as meadow thistle and creeping willow also occur. Pockets of drier ground support species such as black knapweed and bird’s-foot trefoil. 
Marshy grassland supports a rich variety of plants, including many that are rare or local. Specialities of the Cefn Cribwr SSSIs include bog myrtle, butterwort, dyer’s greenweed, marsh helleborine, viper’s-grass and marsh fern. Viper’s-grass in particular is rare in the British Isles, whilst Marsh Fern is not known anywhere else in Glamorgan. The Cefn Cribwr group of SSSIs is also of importance for the presence of Marsh Fritillary butterflies. This small species, whose wings have an attractive chequerboard pattern of red, brown and cream, is now rare throughout Britain, and is only found where it’s food plant, devil’s bit scabious, grows in abundance. It is mainly on the wing during June. In autumn, the tiny black caterpillars gather together in tens or even hundreds, to spend the winter buried in tussocky vegetation in characteristic webs. 
This butterfly is now considered endangered in Europe. Wales (together with Ireland, Scotland and parts of western England) has a special responsibility for its conservation. Recent research has shown that the marsh fritillary will only survive in areas where suitable habitat is plentiful within a short flying distance. Small, isolated fields of marshy grassland, however suitable in other ways, cannot be colonised, and this is one of the reasons that the Cefn Cribwr area is so important. 
The Cefn Cribwr SSSIs are, collectively, considered to be of international importance, both as examples of particularly flower-rich marshy grassland in Western Europe, and also for the marsh fritillary butterfly. 
In addition, the Cefn Cribwr SSSIs have other habitats that contribute to the special wildlife interest. These include scrub and characteristic field boundaries with rows of trees on banks. 
This mixture of habitats is important for a whole range of wildlife.


	12. Decision

	i) The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest.

There is no direct hydrological connection between the proposed discharge and the SSSI.  As is such it is reasonable to conclude that the proposal will have no harm to the SSSI.
Natural Resources Wales is minded to: 
Issue the permission 



	13. Name and job title of Natural Resources Wales officer:
	Michael Simmons
Water Quality Permitting Officer

	14. Date form sent to NRW conservation/ecology
	N/A – Filed for audit

	For Natural Resources Wales use only, once NRW conservation/ecology response received 

	15. NRW conservation/ecology comment on assessment:
	i) NRW conservation/ecology advise the operation can go ahead

ii) NRW conservation/ecology advise the operation can go ahead with conditions

iii) NRW conservation/ecology advise against permitting the operation 
Please ensure that the NRW conservation/ecology response is attached to this Formal Notice.

	16. Name and job title of NRW conservation/ecology officer:
	N/A – Filed for audit

	17. Date of receipt of NRW conservation/ecology response:
	N/A – Filed for audit


SSSI





Discharge









