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Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 
Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Guide to filling in this form for Natural Resources Wales staff:
To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which the Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28G duties to protect and enhance SSSIs. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
Refer to OI 140_10  ‘Applying the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 to applications for permits with potential for impact on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)’, including the flowchart in Appendix 2. 

	Pink italic text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.
Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information.
Ensure you have completed all sections.

	Natural Resources Wales area/region/NPS hub:
	Bwlchmawr Farm: Mid Wales 
Tower Farm: South West Wales

	Name of SSSI:
	Afon Teifi
Caearu Blaen-Brydernyn 

	Type of permission:
	Landspreading Deployment under SR2010No4 Mobile plant permit

	Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	24/05/23

	Predicted 28 day date for response from NRW conservation/ecology (under S28 I(4)):
	n/a Saved for information purposes only. 

	Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	PAN-021790

	National grid reference:
	Farm location: 248664, 243291

Fields:
5569  248553, 243684 
6858  248673, 243599 
8153  248805, 243545 
9748  248956, 243490 
1057  249115, 243572 
3854  248383, 243529 
6042  248584, 243448 
2345  248247, 243452 
4105  255445, 243049 
6810  255627, 243074 
 8614  255842, 243150 
4289  256415, 242900 
3901  256384, 243004

Storage:
1 248634, 243335
2 255230, 243346
3 256395, 242206
 

	Description of proposal: 
	Landspreading deployment under SR2010No4 Mobile plant permit.
Spreading of EWC codes 02 02 02, 02 02 04 and 02 01 06 produced by Dunbia Wales and Bwlchmawr Farm. 

Application to spread a maximum of 1503 tonnes. The waste will be spread over 31.8 hectares of land within the listed fields at Bwlchmawr Farm and Tower Hill Farm. The waste will be stored in slurry stores and a field heap when required and then spread onto the fields.

All fields are cropped in continuous grass. All efforts will be made to spread when there is a higher nutrient demand. Spreading will take place in early spring March-April, May-June and July-August before cutting. No grazing or cutting will occur within 3 weeks of spreading.

Sludge wastes will be applied using a trailing shoe injector. Solid wastes are applied using a low trajectory manure spreader. Surface spread wastes will be incorporating into the surface layer of the topsoil after spreading using a chain harrow.

The application of the wastes will supply useful quantities of major plant nutrients including N and S, while a maintenance amount of P and K will be delivered to help maintain levels which are at target in most fields. Waste will be used to replace a proportion of other organic or inorganic fertilisers that would normally be applied. The application rate is suitable for the nutrients required by the cropping plan and the existing soil nutrient profile.


	Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	No
Afon Teifi is 484m from nearest spreading
Caeau Blaen Brydernyn is 487m from nearest spreading. 	

	Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with NRW conservation/ecology
	No

	What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?
 
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.

Afon Teifi
Cultivation, including ploughing, rotovating, harrowing and re-seeding.
Application of manure, slurry, silage liquor, fertilisers and lime to agriculturally unimproved permanent grass, forestry and all other unimproved riparian habitats.
Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials.
Storage of materials.
Use of vehicles, or craft within the control of the owner or occupier.


Caeau Blaen-bydernyn
Cultivation, including ploughing, rotovating, harrowing and re-seeding.
Application of manure, slurry, silage liquor, fertilisers and lime.
Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials.
Storage of materials.
Use of vehicles or craft.

Please note that none of the above activities under this deployment application are occurring on or within the SSSI.

The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage: 

Afon Teifi

Afon Teifi is of special interest for a range of river types and associated riverside habitats; flowering plants; bryophytes; otter; Cetti’s warbler; bottlenose dolphin; brown hairstreak; fish; dragonflies and a variety of other invertebrates as well as both breeding and wintering bird communities and for geomorphological features at Cenarth and Cors Caron. Ten tributaries; the Cych, Clettwr, Grannell, Ceri, Dulas, Piliau, Groes, Tyweli, Cerdin and Brefi, are also included in the site.

Good water quality is a fundamental attribute of the Afon Teifi, directly and indirectly affecting all the plants and animals that use the river and its tributaries, including the Teifi Pools. Water quality can be affected by nutrient enrichment from both consented and unconsented discharges, agricultural run-off and by sedimentation from excessive riverbank erosion and other sources.

Caeau Blaen-bydernyn

Caeau Blaen-bydernyn is of special interest for its mixture of wet grassland communities and the stands of species-rich acid grassland on the drier banks.

The principal wet grassland community is dominated by purple moor-grass Molinia caerulea, although there is considerable variation between stands. Other grasses such as velvet bent Agrostis canina, common bent A. capillaris, mat-grass Nardus stricta and sweet vernal-grass Anthoxanthum odoratum also occur at high frequency. A rich diversity of forbs includes tormentil Potentilla erecta, devil’s-bit scabious Succisa pratensis, whorled caraway Carum verticillatum, lousewort Pedicularis sylvatica and heath spotted-orchid Dactylorhiza maculata. In places the sward is quite heathy, with heather Calluna vulgaris and heath rush Juncus squarrosus becoming frequent; petty whin Genista anglica is scattered in these heathier stands. Other parts are more rank, being strongly dominated by large tussocks of purple moor-grass, with much sharp-flowered rush Juncus acutiflorus between the tussocks.


As noted previously none of the above activities under this deployment application are occurring on or within the SSSI.


	Decision

	i) The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest. 

•	The proposed activity will take place are at least 491m to Afon Teifi and 482m away from Caeau Blaen-Bydernyn with physical barriers including field boundaries, fields, hills and roads between the site and the SSSIs. 

•	Spreading will only be undertaken when weather conditions are suitable within restrictions outlined in CoGAP and any relevant closed periods.

•	Machinery operations will take account of soil conditions, slopes etc.

•	Machinery will be checked daily when in use, regularly serviced and spreading equipment calibrated.

•	Machinery turns will not be executed in the buffer strips.

•	Waste deliveries to field/stores will be supervised.

•	All spillages will be reported immediately to NRW.

•	Liquid wastes are applied using a trailing shoe injector. Solid wastes are applied using a low trajectory manure spreader.

•	Potential compaction of receiving soil will be mitigated by suitable adjustment of tyres/tyre pressure to match soil conditions, direction of spreading and load to be spread.

Natural Resources Wales is minded to Issue the permission 


	Name and job title of Natural Resources Wales officer:
	Ethan Banfield
Permitting Officer

	Date form sent to NRW conservation/ecology
	n/a Saved for info only. 
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