	CRoW Appendix 4 (140_10_SD02)
CRoW Act 2000: Natural Resources Wales application for permission - Formal Notice 
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	Natural Resources Wales Formal Notice.
Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 

Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Guide to filling in this form for Natural Resources Wales staff:

To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which the Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28G duties to protect and enhance SSSIs. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.

Refer to OI 140_10  ‘Applying the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 to applications for permits with potential for impact on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)’, including the flowchart in Appendix 2. 

	Pink italic text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.

Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information.

Ensure you have completed all sections.

	1. Natural Resources Wales area/region/NPS hub:
	Wales, Cardiff, Ty Cambria

	2. Name of SSSI:
	River Lugg

	3. Type of permission:
	Environmental Permit 

	4. Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	12/02/2021

	5. Predicted 28 day date for response from NRW conservation/ecology (under S28 I(4)):
	04/01/2021 

	6. Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	PAN-011755

	7. National grid reference:
	SO 20895 71576

	8. Description of proposal: 
	The operator will be discharging primary treated sewage from a septic tank into a BS drainage field infiltration system, which then equates to secondary treatment, both of which meet the British standards at the time of construction. The effluent is derived from 3 domestic properties and will not exceed 2.7 cubic metres per day, the receiving environment is ground water. This is an existing discharge, which started before 2010 and there has been no change in the treatment level since it was installed in 2006.

	9. Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	No
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	10. Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with NRW conservation/ecology
	No



	11. What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission:
Dumping, spreading, discharging of any materials.
The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage: 
SSSI features

Species covered by Council Directive 92/43/EEC:

Atlantic stream crayfish Austopotamobius pallipes - Annex II

Common otter Lutra lutra - Annex II and IV

Atlantic salmon Salmo salar - Annex IV

Bullhead Cottus gobio - Annex IV

Twaite shad Alosa fallax - Annex II

Brook Lamprey Lampetra fluviatilis - Annex II

Potential mechanisms of impact:
The site management plan outlines that nutrient enrichment and organic pollution result in the decline of plant, invertebrate and fish communities. Effluents entering the river, either directly or indirectly, should be treated to reduce the levels of phosphorus contained within them to concentrations that will not lead to a proliferation of algae or the disappearance of characteristic plants and animals. 

There is a potential method of impact that effluent would reach the stream in very high rainfall via throughflow in soil and groundwater, since the river is in close proximity. However, this is very low risk and I have outlined below why we have decided this poses no significant risk to the features of the SSSI.


	12. Decision

	The effluent from the septic tanks is discharging to ground and the drainage field is not less than 10 metres from the river Lugg. Due to this secondary treatment of the effluent in the ground infiltration system, the groundwater entering the River Lugg at the site should not be sufficiently polluting to cause harm to the species and habitats that this SSSI has been designated for. There will be negligible suspended solids due to the natural filtration of the ground. The infiltration field treatment in this case will reduce the risk of nutrient enrichment to the river Lugg. We would categorise this as a low risk discharge to the SSSI due to the low volume of effluent and the appropriate drainage field being employed. BOD will be reduced by the filtration treatment system sufficiently so that oxygen levels in the river are not lowered such that fish species are at risk.

Our Level 1 groundwater assessment (amended by geoscience) gave a sufficiently low result to enable us to decide there is low risk to the SSSI features and no further environmental risk assessment was needed. Our consultation comments from geoscience, fisheries and environmental management have no concerns about granting the permit for this discharge mainly due to the discharge being to ground.

i) The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest.
This is because there is no mechanism of impact present due to the discharge going to ground. 
Natural Resources Wales is minded to: 
Issue the permission 

	13. Name and job title of Natural Resources Wales officer:
	Alex Garratt

Water Quality Permitting Officer

	14. Date form sent to NRW conservation/ecology
	07/12/2020

	For Natural Resources Wales use only, once NRW conservation/ecology response received 

	15. NRW conservation/ecology comment on assessment:
	i) NRW conservation/ecology advise the operation can go ahead



	16. Name and job title of NRW conservation/ecology officer:
	Jonathan Gilpin
Senior officer, North Powys Environment team

	17. Date of receipt of NRW conservation/ecology response:
	08/12/2020 – Email saved on DMS here


