Natural Resources Wales permitting decisions

Surrender 

We have decided to accept the surrender of the permit for Locks Yard, operated by South West Wood Limited. 
The permit number is EPR/FP3095ET
We are satisfied that the necessary measures have been taken to avoid any pollution risk and to return the site to a satisfactory state.
We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements. 


Purpose of this document

This decision document:
· explains how the operator’s application has been determined
· provides a record of the decision-making process
· shows how all relevant factors have been taken into account

Structure of this document

· Annex 1 the decision checklist




Annex 1: decision checklist
This document should be read in conjunction with the Duly Making checklist, the application and supporting information and permit/ notice.  


	Aspect considered
	Justification / Detail
	Criteria met

	
	
	Yes

	Sustainable Management of Natural Resources (SMNR)

	Considerations of SMNR - Compliance with our General Purpose
	We are satisfied that this decision is compatible with our general purpose of pursuing the sustainable management of natural resources in relation to Wales and applying the principles of sustainable management of natural resources.”
	

	The site

	Pollution risk
	We are satisfied that the necessary measures have been taken to avoid a pollution risk resulting from the operation of the regulated facility. 

	

	Satisfactory state
	We are satisfied that the necessary measures have been taken to return the site of the regulated facility to a satisfactory state.

A car form review was undertaken as part of duly making where it was discovered two fires had taken place on the site one in September 2016 and the other in July 2018.

The 2016 fire consisted of a  large wood chip fire. Approximately 1500 tonnes of woodchip had been effected. This had been moved off site, beyond the permitted boundary, onto land directly behind the site on the old Garden centre (Old nursey).  It was agreed with operations to bring soil into this site for the purposes of stabilisation and removal of fire wood. The following CAR forms confirmed significant amount of material has been removed from site. 

The fire that took place in July 2018 consisted of plant fire (chipper) that spread to a nearby building and suffered minor damage. 

From the consultation on the intrusive data with geoscience these two fires on site have not had an impact to the ground or surrounding waters. This is based on the intrusive data collected in conjunction with the site condition report which concluded the pollutants located in the made ground and waters (EQS,PAH and TPH) are not related to wood products but from the previous land use, this suggests the measures taken to protect land i.e. site permit and environmental management system have worked to protect the land as pollutants related to wood products were not found from the intrusive data collected.

The final site visit took place in 24/04/2023 and concluded the following:

‘Actions required to decommission the site have been completed by the Operator and confirm that the site, has now been cleared of wood waste and swept clean, removing debris, as shown below. Plant machinery, firefighting equipment, diesel tanks, water tanks, chemicals and oil stores have all been removed. Ceasing all operations associated with the storage and treatment of wood waste permitted under environmental permit EPR/FP3095ET and conclude that the site has been returned to a satisfactory state’.

In coming to this decision we have had regard to the state of the site before the facility was put into operation.
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