Natural Resources Wales permitting decisions

Bespoke permit 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]We have decided to grant the permit for Land at Penlan Farm, Mountain Hare, Merthyr Tydfil, CF48 4AJ operated by Mrs. Patricia Wigley. The application number is PAN-021470. 
The permit number is EPR/CB3995CA. 

The permit regulates a new bespoke discharge of diluted Organophosphate waste sheep dip to ground using a vacuum tanker onto a minimum disposal area measured at 0.5 hectares. The discharge will be diluted 3 parts slurry or water (7.5 cubic metres) to 1 part working strength dip (2.5 cubic metres). The applicant intends to dip once per annum and thus a maximum total volume of 10 cubic metres (diluted) is to be dispersed.

We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements and that the permit will ensure that the appropriate level of environmental protection is provided.


Purpose of this document

This decision document:
· explains how the application has been determined
· provides a record of the decision-making process 
· shows how all relevant factors have been taken into account
· justifies the specific conditions in the permit other than those in our generic permit template.
Unless the decision document specifies otherwise we have accepted the applicant’s proposals.


Structure of this document

· Annex 1 the decision checklist.
· Annex 2 the consultation responses. 

Annex 1: decision checklist 
This checklist should be read in conjunction with the Duly Making checklist.


	Aspect
	Justification / Detail
	Criteria met

	
	
	Yes

	Consultation

	Scope of consultation 
	The consultation requirements were identified and implemented.  The decision was taken in accordance with RGN 6 High Profile Sites, our Public Participation Statement and our Working Together Agreements.
	ü

	Responses to consultation and web publicising 
	The web publicising and consultation responses (Annex 2) were taken into account in the decision.  

No web consultation reponses were received. 

The decision was taken in accordance with our guidance. 

	ü

	Operator

	Control of the facility
	We are satisfied that the applicant (now the operator) is the person who will have control over the operation of the facility after the grant of the permit.  The decision was taken in accordance with EPR RGN 1 Understanding the meaning of operator.

	ü

	European Directives

	Applicable directives 
	All applicable European directives have been considered in the determination of the application.


	ü

	The site

	Extent of the site of the facility 
	The operator has provided a plan which we consider is satisfactory, showing the extent of the site of the facility including discharge points. 

A plan is included in the permit and the operator is required to carry on the permitted activities within the site boundary.

	ü

	Biodiversity, Heritage, Landscape and Nature Conservation and a designated site under the Wildlife and Countryside Act. 
	The application is within the relevant distance criteria of a site of heritage,  landscape or nature conservation, and/or protected species or habitat.

Formal consultation has been carried out with CADW and Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust. The consultation responses (Annex 2) were taken into account in the permitting decision.  
	ü

	Habitat Regulation Assessment for a designated site under the EU Habitats Directive
	No FORM 1 completed:

HRA is not required because there is no conceivable impact pathway to any Natura 2000/Ramsar site. 
	ü

	Environmental Risk Assessment and operating techniques

	Environmental risk

	We have carried out a risk assessment on behalf of the operator.  

The operator considers this risk assessment is satisfactory. 

	ü

	Operating techniques
	We have reviewed the techniques used by the operator and compared these with the relevant guidance notes.

The proposed techniques / emission levels for priorities for control are in line with the benchmark levels contained in the TGN and we consider them to represent appropriate techniques for the facility.  

	ü

	Operator Competence

	Environment Management System 
	There is no known reason to consider that the operator will not have the management systems to enable it to comply with the permit conditions.  The decision was taken in accordance with RGN 5 on Operator Competence.



	ü

	Sustainable Management of Natural Resources (SMNR)

	Considerations of SMNR - Compliance with our General Purpose
	We are satisfied that this decision is compatible with our general purpose of pursuing the sustainable management of natural resources in relation to Wales and applying the principles of sustainable management of natural resources”

	ü

	Environment Wales Act 2016

	Biodiversity and resilience of ecosystems duty
	Section 6 of the Environment Wales Act 2016 requires that we seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity in the exercise of our functions, and in so doing promote the resilience of ecosystems, in a manner that is consistent with the proper exercise of our functions. NRW is satisfied that in this case, we have taken into account and had due regard to this duty in so far as it is consistent with the function of determining an application for a  groundwater discharge activity permit under EPR2016.
	ü



Annex 2: Consultation and web publicising advertising responses 

Summary of responses to consultation and web publication advertising and the way in which we have taken these into account in the determination process.  

	Response received from

	CADW

	Brief summary of issues raised

	No concerns raised

	Summary of actions taken or show how this has been covered

	Thank you for your email below.

Scheduled Monuments

GM220 Gelligaer Common Round Cairns
GM221 Gelligaer Common Standing Stone
GM222 Merthyr Common Round Cairns
GM314 Platform Houses and Cairn Cemetery on Dinas Noddfa
GM320 Platform Houses on Coly Uchaf
GM494 Sarn Howell Pond and Watercourses
GM496 Deserted Iron Mining Village, Ffos-y-fran
GM556 Gelligaer Common Roman Road
GM572 Abercanaid haystack boiler
GM573 Merthyr Tramroad Tunnel (Trevithick's Tunnel)
GM606 Vale of Neath railway cutting and tunnel portal
GM607 Cwm Pit and head of railway
GM608 Cyfarthfa balance pond and leat

Registered Historic Landscapes

HLW (MGL) 2 - Merthyr Tydfil
HLW (MGl) 4 Gelli-Gaer Common

Listed Buildings

80 Listed buildings (see Annex A)

The above designated historic assets are located inside 3km of the proposed area of disposal. Except for scheduled monument GM222 Merthyr Common Round Cairns intervening topography, buildings and vegetation means the above designated historic assets either inter-visible or will be otherwise affected. 

The proposed disposal area is located some 170m west of scheduled monument GM222 Merthyr Common Round Cairns at the closet point. GM222 comprises the remains a cairn cemetery of six burial cairns, dating to the Bronze Age (c. 2300 - 800 BC). 

The cairns are located on local summits along the spine of the Mynydd Cifach-yr-encil ridge over some 1700m. Bronze Age funerary and ritual monument are thought to have been located so that they had views to and from neighbouring funerary monuments, prominent natural features, and associated settlement sites. Significant views are therefore those between north and south that join the component cains and also eastwards where related monuments are located around the summits of Mynydd Fochriw and Pen Garnbugail.

The controlled disposal of sheep-dip the land in question will be temporary and leave no lasting impact. As such the proposed work will no more than a temporary and very minor effect on the way the monument is experienced, understood, and appreciated. Consequently, the proposed development will have no impact on the setting of scheduled monument GM222. 

The location of the proposed disposal is within the registered historic landscape HLW (MGL) 2 - Merthyr Tydfil. The proposed work is minor and will have no impact on the character of the historic landscape.

We therefore have no objection to raise.




	Response received from

	Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Ltd

	Brief summary of issues raised

	No concerns raised

	Summary of actions taken or show how this has been covered

	Thank you for the sending us the plan, that is great.  We have reviewed the area against the information in the Historic Environment Record (HER) which shows that the area is located within the Registered Historic Landscape of Merthyr Tydfil, particularly within the Historic Landscape Character Area of Graweth and Pen-y-Lan (HLCA024). It is characterised as a “Surviving area of post-medieval evolved irregular small agricultural enclosures with relatively small-scale industrial influence (coal and iron ore) for the area.”

The HER however, shows that there are no records located within the application area itself, and a review of the historic ordnance survey maps (dating from 1876 to 1919) also shows the area as open land with no features of potential archaeological or historic interest.  Therefore, we have no archaeological concerns.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.
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