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	[bookmark: _Toc492277426]Natural Resources Wales Formal Notice.
Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 
Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Natural Resources Wales area/region/NPS hub:
	Mid Wales 

	Name of SSSI:
	River Wye (Upper Wye) / Afon Gwy (Gwy Uchaf) SSSI
Llandeilo, Rhulen and Llanbedr Hills SSSI

	Type of permission:
	Variation of a Tier 2 Bespoke version of SR2010 No12-– Treatment of waste to produce soil, soil substitutes and aggregate.

	Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	24/10/2023

	Predicted 28 day date for response from NRW conservation/ecology (under S28 I(4)):
	n/a saved for information only

	Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	PAN-020249
EPR/CB3396FF/V002

	National grid reference:
	SO 07128 45963

	Description of proposal: 
	Variation to amend infrastructure conditions of EPR/CB3396FF/A001 which required all waste was to be stored and treated on an impermeable surface with sealed drainage to an interceptor and holding tank to prevent any run-off contaminated with sediment leaving the site.

Variation is to amend this to hardstanding which meets the conditions of the Tier 2 Bespoke permit, as the site is located outside a groundwater Source Protection Zones 1 or 2.

This amendment to the permit only affects the River Wye (Upper Wye) / Afon Gwy (Gwy Uchaf) SSSI as with the removal of the need for an impermeable surface, there are no off-site discharge(s).

The amendment makes no change to the already approved risk profile to the Llandeilo, Rhulen and Llanbedr Hills SSSI which was not at risk from discharges contaminated with sediment. Any dust mitigation already approved has not changed. 

At its closest point, the River Wye (Upper Wye) / Afon Gwy (Gwy Uchaf) SSSI is approximately 85 meters downhill of the site, and the Llandeilo, Rhulen and Llanbedr Hills SSSI is approximately 415 meters across the valley from the site.


	Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	No

	Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with NRW conservation/ecology
	No

	What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.

River Wye (Upper Wye) / Afon Gwy (Gwy Uchaf) SSSI
7. Dumping, spreading, discharging of any materials.
- note this activity is not occurring on the SSSI

Llandeilo, Rhulen and Llanbedr Hills SSSI
7. Dumping, spreading, discharging of any materials.
- note this activity is not occurring on the SSSI

The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage: 

River Wye (Upper Wye) / Afon Gwy (Gwy Uchaf) SSSI
Citation
Features of interest: Riparian habitats, Aquatic and riparian flora, Mammals (otters and bats, harvest mouse), Invertebrates, Breeding Birds, Fish
Mechanisms / pathways for impact: sediment suspended in discharge, aerial deposition of dust.

Llandeilo, Rhulen and Llanbedr Hills SSSI
Citation
Features of interest: moorland- heathland and grassland vegetation, moss and lichen assemblages, ‘mawn’ pools containing flora and fauna
Mechanisms / pathways for impact: aerial deposition of dust only.


	Decision

	The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest. 

River Wye (Upper Wye) / Afon Gwy (Gwy Uchaf) SSSI
No pathway for features to be affected given the following standard operating measures:

Operating Techniques
· [bookmark: _Hlk142570318][bookmark: _Hlk142571355]Any non-conforming and/or quarantined wastes will be stored in a skip to prevent contaminated runoff.
· There are strict waste acceptance procedures in place at the site to prevent the acceptance of non-conforming waste types. Details of the waste acceptance procedures are provided in the EMS. 
· No hazardous wastes are permitted on site

Potentially Polluting Leaks and Spillages of Waste
· Any minor spillages of liquid waste or oil shall be cleaned up immediately. In the event of a major spillage, immediate action shall be taken to prevent contamination entering surface drains, watercourses and un-surfaced ground. 
· Fuel and oil stored on site will be contained in compliance with oil storage regulations.
· The fuel tanks will be contained within a bund capable of containing 110% of the maximum volume of the tank. This bund will enclose all the pipework and infrastructure associated with the tank. The tank will be locked to prevent unauthorised access to prevent leaks and theft.
· All site surfaces will be inspected during daily checks for any litter or spillages. Any litter will be swept as necessary and contained for disposal to a suitably permitted site.

Site Drainage
· The site is surfaced in hardstanding and benefits from a SuDS to manage all site runoff.
· Run off from the site drains following the natural fall via a filter drain into a full retention interceptor, which run off from the wash bay also drains into. The full retention interceptor drains into a holding tank that subsequently drains into a filter drain consisting of 20-40mm stone filter material.
· Clean rainwater run off from the quarry face at the western edge of the site drains naturally down into a perforated filter drain, this then drains naturally off site following its natural pathway.
· There is an aco drain across the entrance to the site to catch any run off in that direction.
· The sites programme of Planned Preventative Maintenance (PPM) will follow manufacturers guidelines with the interceptor being inspected weekly for silt build up and tanks daily for leaks. The interceptor will be cleaned out at least every six months, and more frequently if build up is seen on inspection.
· The drainage system as a whole and its induvial parts will be inspected weekly, by appropriately trained staff, following the site housekeeping routine Any actions required following inspection will be recorded in the site diary.
· The system will be effective as the surface water will drain following the natural fall into the filter drains to be collected in the drainage system. 
· The emissions to surface and groundwater are managed through the full retention interceptor which will sufficiently clean up any contamination in the unlikely event that it will arise, before it then enters the ground through the filter drain.
· The holding tank has a pen-stock valve which can be closed to prevent any emissions to surface and groundwater if required.

	Monitoring and Control of Dust Emissions
· Undertake operations within suitable weather windows wherever possible
· Operations will temporarily cease when winds are likely to generate dust emissions from wastes and materials. 
· Wastes being delivered to the site will be covered or sheeted to prevent the generation of dust while the waste is in transit. 
· All incoming loads to be tipped in such a way as to minimise dust generation.
· All loading /unloading activities to be undertaken carefully to prevent waste materials being dropped from a height to keep dust emissions to a minimum.
· Manage loading operations from stockpiles to mixing plant as above.
· Keep stockpiles with the potential to give dust as small as possible
· Locate potentially dusty material in sheltered areas if possible and consider covering with a suitable material or cover
· No storage of waste outside designated containers or stockpile areas.
· Vehicle speeds will be limited onsite and the access road to 5mph to prevent re-suspension and movement of dust. 
· All equipment and vehicles when not in regular use shall be switched off to minimise the risk of dust emissions that may arise from idling. 
· Daily visual monitoring of aerial emissions at site boundaries shall be carried out by staff supervising all waste handling operations.
· Site to monitor operations throughout day at the site boundary that is downwind of operations.
· Observations and weather conditions including wind direction will be recorded on the dust monitoring sheet.
· Complaints to be recorded in the Site Diary
· The implementation of a dust suppression system including the use of a mobile bowser and hose pipe system used to dampen down any dusty waste on site, the maintenance of the site surface, the hosing of vehicles where necessary and regular maintenance of haul roads with a jet wash.. This will be filled by tankering water on to site or using water from the underground holding tank. 
· There is a designated haul road system on site to reduce the need for reversing and traces the most efficient path across the site. 
· Plant and machinery will be orientated to ensure dust travels into the centre of the site instead of to the outer perimeter to reduce dust spreading off site. 
· Crushing activities will only operate on a campaign basis during a limited number of weeks per year. 
· Permitted waste types do not include dusts, powders or loose fibres and waste is not typically dusty unless it is stored during prolonged dry periods when damping down is carried out where required. 

Llandeilo, Rhulen and Llanbedr Hills SSSI
No altered risk pathway from the site to Llandeilo, Rhulen and Llanbedr Hills SSSI- Any dust mitigation already approved has not changed. 

Natural Resources Wales is minded to issue the permission

	Name and job title of Natural Resources Wales officer:
	Louise Bailey
Permitting Officer

	Date form sent to NRW conservation/ecology
	n/a saved for information only
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