Removal of installation activities
This application has been made to remove the currently permitted installation activities, and replace them with a permitted waste activity, and to increase the permitted boundary.
Our charging scheme guidance (attached) states on page 20 that:
	Removing a regulated facility (with no associated land) from an existing permit 
Tier 3 facilities pay a fee equivalent to the surrender of that part of the facility and calculated using the surrender multiplier, partial surrender (where listed) or the full surrender fee for that facility. For a Tier 2 facility it is the relevant surrender charge or the highest applicable surrender charge for a permit authorising more than one standard facility. 
In the Regulations, references to an installation also include references to part of an installation. Removing part of an installation (e.g., removing one of a number of the same A1 activities) without associated land is charged as if for a partial surrender. 
The removal of a regulated facility with associated land requires a surrender application.



To remove the currently permitted installation activities, this is treated as a partial surrender within the variation application. As the existing permit is a Tier 3 facility, a partial surrender fee is required, as well as the documents to support a partial surrender; which are a surrender site condition report and information on the steps to return site to satisfactory condition.
Types of surrender 
There are two possible options for the partial surrender- low risk or normal. Our guidance RGN 9: Surrender sets out the requirements of a low risk surrender. You cannot be eligible for a low risk surrender if:
· soil or groundwater were sampled when the original permit was applied for
· the pollution prevention measures employed and their effectiveness at the site are incomplete; 
· the records of the occurrence, and remediation, of pollution incidents are incomplete; 
· the records show compliance issues that may affect the condition of the land such as spills and leaks of polluting substances 
Your site compliance officer will have to agree the surrender can be considered low risk before we can duly make an application.
If this cannot be done, then the surrender will be “normal”.
Supporting documents
While a site condition report has been provided in support of this application to extend the permitted area, it does not include any information on the activities that are being surrendered. See RGN 9: Surrender and H5 Site condition report guidance for further information.
Fee
As per Environmental Permitting Charging Scheme 2023-24 the fee for the partial surrender is either:
· Non-accredited farming Installation partial normal surrender £5,642
· Low risk surrender of a tier 2 and tier 3 Installations facility £2,593

Non-technical summary
The Non-technical summary document (027-BF-01-NTSp) does not include the extension of permitted area, it is also not included in the relevant section of the application form. It should be directly referenced.

Activities applied for
The Non-hazardous treatment capacity of your proposed activity is not included in the application form or your Environment Management System (027-BF-02 Environmental Management Systemp). This information must be provided.
The non-hazardous storage capacity differs throughout the application. In Table 1a of Part C4 it is given as 5000m3, in the Environment Management System it’s given as 5222m3 in section 1.6.4 and 7273m3 in section 2.1.3. This needs to be consistent.
The proposed lists of wastes to be accepted (027-BF-09-WT  Waste types) includes several “99” codes. The application form clearly states that "If you want to accept any waste with a code ending in 99, you must provide more information and a full description in the document". This has not been done.

Technical competence
While the proof of technical competence is valid for the type of activity applied for, it is contradicted by the information given in section 1.10 of the Environment Management System (027-BF-02 Environmental Management Systemp). The inconsistencies need to be corrected.

Environment Management System
The EMS provided (027-BF-02 Environmental Management Systemp) does not meet the minimum requirements of our guidance- How to comply with your environmental permit guidance. Below sets out the issues with the EMS that need to be resolved, in addition to the requirements of the guidance:
· The sections and headings on the contents pages do not match with the contents of the rest of the document i.e. it includes references to waste motor vehicles, metal recycling and batteries.
· no information is given on receptors within 1km of the site. These should also be included on the site plan.
· Section 1.1.5 states the site will be operated in line with SR2010 No17 as it states the operations are the same. This is not correct as wastes will not be stored separately, and treatment will be occurring. The application made is for a bespoke waste activity and the EMS should reflect that.
· The grid reference given in section 1.3.1 is incorrect.
· operating hours are required to be included in your application to enable us to fully assess risks. Section 1.5.1 currently states “The site will be open as specified in the planning consent.” This is not sufficient information for an application for a permitted activity.
· The information given in regards to technical competence (Section 1.10) does not match with the certificates provided.
· Waste storage times and procedures to ensure that these times are not exceeded are included in the EMS
· While the waste hierarchy of re-use, recover, recycle, dispose is mentioned within the EMS, it does not contain information on procedures to enable you to apply it
· The EMS does not contain information or a site plan which identifies location of any emergency kits or equipment for fire, spill kits and drain caps

Risk Assessment
The application made is for a bespoke waste activity. We therefore require a site specific risk assessment to be provided the meets the requirements of our guidance- How to comply with your environmental permit guidance and Risk assessments for your environmental permit. The risk assessment provided does not meet those requirements. Below sets out the issues with the risk assessment that need to be resolved should you re-apply, in addition to the requirements of the above guidance:
· The risk assessment provided has been based on the generic risk assessment for SR2010 No17, which is not the activity that has been applied for. There are references to the standard rule set including the activity it is for, its waste types, its parameters, as well as well as some risk mitigation methods that are not relevant to the bespoke activity that has been applied for.
· The grid reference given on the risk assessment does not match with the permitted site and is for a site on Stoke-on-Trent, which given us concern for the location specific information given within the risk assessment.
· The risk assessment does not list the human and environmental receptors within 1km of the site which including but not limited to, residential buildings, protected habitats and species, the water course immediately north of the site (which is also a flood risk), the source protection zone and aquifers that that site is on.
· "How to Comply" requires general sections on the Site operations, Maintenance, Accidents and Training and records. These have not been included.

Odour Management Plan and supporting documents
Two documents have been provided that are near identical:
· 027-BF-08-OMP Odour Plan v2.0 RD 
· 027-BF-08-TM Training Mod Odour Control Manager TL. 
The only difference is that 027-BF-08-TM Training Mod Odour Control Manager TL page 25 and 26 contains has additional information. We have therefore assessed document 027-BF-08-TM Training Mod Odour Control Manager TL as your odour management plan. 
Your submitted documents list (027-BF-10-F1_Q6 Submitted Documents) indicates these should be two distinct documents; therefore the other document should be supplied if you re-apply.
Your Odour Management Plan (027-BF-08-TM Training Mod Odour Control Manager TL) has been reviewed against our guidance and management plan requirements. 
The following must be included in your Odour Management Plan:
	Site Overview
	key details including: 
a) operating hours 
b) waste codes
c) daily / annual throughput limit
d) storage quantities (max) for odorous wastes

	Site Setting & Site Plan 
	site layout plan(s) that includes Monitoring points

	Odour Emissions:  Sources, Impacts, and Control and Mitigation Measures 
	Consideration of all odorous wastes (source materials) and odour generating activities (releases) included in the application.
Wastes: Some information on some wastes has been given, but only in general terms.
Activities: only storage of wastes has been included in "Potential sources of on-site odour" sections.

	
	Outline of all the potential impacts of odour emissions and does this correlate with the sensitive receptors highlighted and outlined regarding the site setting?

	Complaints Procedure
	Outline of what will occur in the event of a single or multiple complaint/s being received in a short time. i.e. This should trigger a review of the current odour controls and whether anything else needs to be implemented. 

	
	

	Training, Record Keeping and Review of the OMP
	how staff will be trained on the OMP

	
	how appropriate records will be kept (for example of monitoring, complaints)

	
	how the records of the monitoring and complaints will be reviewed with the aim of improving operations on site

	
	how regularly and when the entire OMP will be reviewed



Variation Site Condition Report
027-BF-03-SCR site-condition-reportp has been reviewed for the new area of land only. 
The grid reference given in the site condition report does not match with the permitted site and is for a site on Stoke-on-Trent.
The variation site condition report states in regards to pollution history that “The site was previously agricultural land with no evidence of pollution of the land.” The area of land that is proposed to be added to the permit consists of a slurry lagoon which was constructed between 2016 and 2018, which is important information to include in the site condition report.
The Site condition report generated for the original permit contains significantly more information with regards to the environmental setting. This is attached for your records and use.

Pests Management Plan
While a dedicated Pests Management Plan has not been provided, the relevant sections of your Environment Management System (027-BF-02 Environmental Management Systemp) has been reviewed against our guidance and management plan requirements. Given the types of waste included in the application, a dedicated Pests Management Plan must be produced. 
The Pests Management Plan must include:
	Site Overview
	an overview of site operations including:
a) operating hours 
b) activities undertaken on site
c) waste codes
d) daily / annual throughput limit

	Site Setting
	A description of the site location which identifies key receptors and designations that would be relevant to pests such as human receptors. 

	Site Plan
	A site plan that contains the following:
a) North arrow
b) Scale
c) All waste storage areas
d) Layout of internal waste storage areas
e) Monitoring points

	Sources of pests
	Consideration of all wastes and activities included in the application that could cause/attract pests
Section 5 of the EMS currently only states "nature of the stored wastes" but does not give any specific details of the waste and activities and why they would attract pests.

	Wider contents:


	Sections that discuss the following:
a) monitoring and how pests are detected- Section 5 states pests will be monitored, but not how. We would expect all sites to have some kind of formal visual monitoring inspection and designated points should be outlined in the PMP that considers the site boundary and the activities.
b) pest control or mitigation measures- i.e. appropriate measures; see page 49 of How to comply with your environmental permit guidance 
Prevention measures given in section 5 of the EMS are limited to birds and vermin only- not flies. It is not clear why flies have not been included.
Reactive measures have been given for scavenging birds only- it is not clear why this is the case.
c) how they will handle complaints and the how they will respond
d) how the PMP will be reviewed following an incident or high number of complaints
e) how staff will be trained on contents of plan?



Noise Impact Assessment and Noise Management Plan
No Noise Impact Assessment or Noise Management Plan have been provided with the application, which we agree with this if the site is not operated at night. As above, we have been unable to confirm this as this information is not included within your Environment Management System, or elsewhere within your application.
If the site is in fact operated at night, then a Noise Impact Assessment and Noise Management Plan will be required.
Relevant Guidance: Noise and vibration management: environmental permits - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Application fee
The application has been made with the normal variation fee based on the sites OPRA profile. However a new NRW charging scheme was implemented for waste on 01 July 2023 which no longer uses OPRA to calculate the fees. Our charging structure is based on a fixed fee for the application type and additional charges for assessments of requirement management plans. Should you re-apply, the application fee is:
· Waste Normal Variation of a bespoke £8,066
· Odour management plan £1,571
· Pest management plan £446
· Partial surrender fee: £2,593 (low risk) or £5,642 (normal)
· Noise impact assessment and noise management plan £2,354 (only if operating at night)

