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Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 
Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Guide to filling in this form for Natural Resources Wales staff:
To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which the Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28G duties to protect and enhance SSSIs. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
Refer to OI 140_10  ‘Applying the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 to applications for permits with potential for impact on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)’, including the flowchart in Appendix 2. 

	

	Natural Resources Wales area/region/NPS hub:
	North Powys Environment Team

	Name of SSSI:
	Gwernaffel Dingle SSSI 
River Teme SSSI
Brampton Bryan Park SSSI 

	Type of permission:
	Environmental Permit (substantial variation)

	Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	17/04/2023

	Predicted 28 day date for response from NRW conservation/ecology (under S28 I(4)):
	N/A – filed for audit 

	Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	PAN-018463

	National grid reference:
	SO 30177 71637

	Description of proposal: 
	The existing permit allows for the rearing of up to 110,000 broilers birds in 2 poultry sheds. This substantial variation is to vary the permit to increase the number of broiler birds permitted to 200,000. To accommodate this increase, 2 new poultry sheds are proposed. 

Air scrubbing units are proposed to be installed on the new sheds and the existing sheds to reduce ammonia emissions, odour emissions and other pollutants. 

	Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	No – the nearest site, River Teme SSSI, is approx 680m to the north of the site 

	Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with NRW conservation/ecology
	No




	What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?

For all the below sites, there are no ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ that are relevant to the permission. However, the activity will emit Ammonia to air which may cause damage to the features to the sites identified as a result of the increased atmospheric concentrations.

The applicant has submitted ammonia modelling, in response to a Schedule 5 Notice information request (see here: https://publicregister.naturalresources.wales/Search/Download?RecordId=144410), which will be used to inform this assessment. The results of the modelling are based on the entire proposed facility (220,000 birds).

The following SSSI features, and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage: 

Gwernaffel Dingle SSSI 
Gwernaffel Dingle has one special feature; a Broadleaved Semi-natural Woodland. 

The modelling assessed the predicted ammonia emissions from the activity against this site’s critical level of 1.0 μg/m3 (as detailed on Air Pollution Information System (APIS)).

The maximum annual ammonia process concentration (PC) under the proposed scenario was predicted to be 0.030 µg/m3 representing 0.35% of the critical level. As this is less than 1% of the critical level, impact at this site can be screened out as insignificant.

Brampton Bryan Park SSSI 
Brampton Bryan Park is designated because of its national importance as a wood pasture. 

The modelling assessed the predicted ammonia emissions from the activity against this site’s critical level of 1.0 μg/m3 (as detailed on Air Pollution Information System (APIS)).

The maximum annual ammonia process concentration (PC) under the proposed scenario was predicted to be 0.030 µg/m3 representing 0.22% of the critical level. As this is less than 1% of the critical level, impact at this site can be screened out as insignificant.

River Teme
The River Teme is a biologically rich river flowing over mudstones and sandstones. Special features include, Atlantic stream crayfish, common otter and Atlantic Salmon, amongst other aquatic features. 

There is no anticipated impact at this site as the features are not sensitive to air pollution (i.e., there is no impact pathway). 


	Decision

	The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest.

Despite the proposal being to increase the number of birds at the facility, ammonia modelling has demonstrated impacts at sensitive sites can be screened out as insignificant. The varied permit will include conditions requiring the operator to operate the proposed scrubbers as detailed in the application to ensure impacts are as predicted by the modelling. 

Natural Resources Wales is minded to issue the permission 


	Name and job title of Natural Resources Wales officer:
	
Jennifer McGuire
Lead Specialist Officer, Installations and RSR Permitting 

	Date form sent to NRW conservation/ecology
	
NA – filed for audit 






	For Natural Resources Wales use only, once NRW conservation/ecology response received 

	NRW conservation/ecology comment on assessment:
	NA – filed for audit 


	Name and job title of NRW conservation/ecology officer:
	

	Date of receipt of NRW conservation/ecology response:
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