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	Our Ref:  123666-BUK-ZZ-00-CO-EN-00003
	
	20 September 2023

	
	

	Natural Resources Wales – Marine Licencing Team

Electronic submission only
	

	Dear Sir/Madam
	

	

	Cardigan Tidal Flood Risk Management Scheme – Request for an EIA Screening Opinion

	


This letter and attachments comprise a formal request for an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening Opinion in accordance with Schedule 2 of the Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (the Marine Works EIA Regulations). A Screening Opinion has also been requested from Ceredigion County Council under Regulation 6 of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (the TCPA EIA Regulations).  

The screening request relates to the Cardigan Tidal Flood Risk Management Scheme (the Scheme) and the request has been prepared on behalf of Natural Resources Wales (the Applicant) by Binnies UK Ltd.

The Scheme comprises a series of flood defence structures along the north bank of the Afon Teifi in Cardigan. The Scheme extends from Cardigan Bridge in the west (grid reference SN177458) to the eastern boundary of Gloster Row car park to the east (grid reference SN180459). The flood defence will be composed of sheet piles topped with a reinforced concrete cantilever wall for certain sections. 

The Scheme is not considered to fall under any of the types of development listed under Schedule 1 of the TCPA EIA Regulations or Schedule A1 of the Marine Works EIA Regulations.

It is considered that the Scheme constitutes a Schedule 2 development under the Town and Country Planning EIA Regulations under:

Paragraph 10(h): Inland-waterway construction not included in Schedule 1, canalisation and flood-relief works. The applicable threshold is if the area of the works exceeds 1 hectare. 

Although the area of the Scheme does not exceed 1 hectare, the Scheme is located within a sensitive area (the Afon Teifi Site of Special Scientific Interest and Special Area of Conservation).

The Scheme also constitutes a Schedule A2 development under the Marine Works EIA Regulations under:

Paragraph 64. Inland-waterway construction not included in Schedule A1, canalisation and flood relief works.

Therefore, the Applicant is submitting a request for an opinion as to whether the Scheme is EIA Development. This EIA Screening Opinion request is supported by an Environmental Constraints and Opportunities Record (ECOR), provided in Appendix A. As required by the relevant EIA regulations the information in Table 1 is provided in support of the EIA Screening Opinion request. Table 1 signposts to the location of this information within the ECOR. 

Table 1 Location of information to support the EIA Screening Request 
	Requirement 
	Location 

	Marine Works (EIA) Regulations (Schedule 2)

	a chart or map (or both) sufficient to identify the location of the project and of the regulated activity;
	ECOR Appendix D – Location Plan (Drawing 123666-BUK-ZZ-DR-C-00020)

	a brief description (including a plan) of the nature and purpose of the project and the regulated activity and their possible effects on the environment;
	ECOR Appendix D – Location Plan (Drawing 123666-BUK-ZZ-DR-C-00020), ECOR Section 1.3 and ECOR Table 3

	a statement of the working methods to be used in the course of the project and in carrying out the regulated activity
	ECOR Section 1.3 outlines the working methods.

	such other information or representations as the applicant may wish to provide or make
	ECOR Table 3, Section 4.4 (which outlines the next steps to define mitigation for topics that have the potential for a likely significant effect) and Section 4.5 (which outlines mitigation that will be adopted for topics considered not likely to have a significant effect)



Please do not hesitate to contact me should you wish to discuss this further. I look forward to hearing from you in due course.
	Yours faithfully,
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	ELLA NIEHORSTER
	

	Principal Environmental Scientist, Binnies Ltd. On behalf of Natural Resources Wales


	
	

	Enc. 
· Appendix A – Environmental Constraints and Opportunities Record

Cc:	[Heilyn Williams], Natural Resources Wales Environmental Lead, and Chris Pratt, Natural Resources Wales Project Manager
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