Natural Resources Wales permitting decisions

Variation 

We have decided to issue the variation for The Old Coal Yard operated by 
SOS Plant Hire Ltd.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: _Hlk146015031]The variation number is EPR/CB3596CC/V002.
We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements and that the permit will ensure that the appropriate level of environmental protection is provided.

Purpose of this document

This decision document:
· explains how the application has been determined
· provides a record of the decision-making process
· shows how all relevant factors have been taken into account
· justifies the specific conditions in the permit other than those in our generic permit template.
Unless the decision document specifies otherwise, we have accepted the applicant’s proposals.


Structure of this document

· Annex 1 the decision checklist
















Annex 1: decision checklist 
This document should be read in conjunction with the Duly Making checklist, the application and supporting information and permit/ notice.


	Aspect considered
	Justification / Detail
	Criteria met

	
	
	Yes

	European Directives

	Applicable directives
	All applicable European directives have been considered in the determination of the application.

Treatment of slags and ashes are treatment activities under the Industrial Emissions Directive. Therefore, daily treatment limits have been set in Table S1.1 of the permit.

	

	Sustainable Management of Natural Resources (SMNR)

	Considerations of SMNR - Compliance with our General Purpose
	We are satisfied that this decision is compatible with our general purpose of pursuing the sustainable management of natural resources in relation to Wales and applying the principles of sustainable management of natural resources.

	

	Environment Wales Act 2016 – Biodiversity and resilience of ecosystems duty

	Consideration of Section 6
	Section 6 of the Environment Wales Act 2016 requires that we seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity in the exercise of our functions, and in so doing promote the resilience of ecosystems, in a manner that is consistent with the proper exercise of our functions. NRW is satisfied that in this case, we have taken into account and had due regard to this duty in so far as it is consistent with the function of determining an application for an EPR permit.
 
	

	The site

	Extent of the site of the facility 
	The operator has provided a plan which we consider is satisfactory, showing the extent of the site of the facility.

A plan is included in the permit and the operator is required to carry on the permitted activities within the site boundary.

The extension of the permit boundary relevant to this normal variation is not located within a groundwater Source Protection Zones 1 or 2 and therefore the newly permitted area will be constructed out of hardstanding and complies with the tier 2 bespoke permit.

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk99438094]Biodiversity, Heritage, Landscape and Nature Conservation
	The application is within the relevant distance criteria of a site of heritage, landscape or nature conservation, and/or protected species or habitat.

A full assessment of the application and its potential to affect the SSSIs and the SAC has been carried out as part of the permitting process.  We consider that the application will not affect the features of the SSSIs and the SAC.

No FORM 1 completed:

There are no conceivable impact pathways from this waste facility to cause detriment to the Afon Dyfrdwy a Llyn Tegid SAC. This is due to the fact the waste facility is located 566 metres from the SAC. This tier 2 bespoke permit is based on the stand rules permit SR2010 No12 Treatment of waste to produce soil, soil substitutes and aggregate. This means the most likely mechanisms of impacts to the SAC site is through dust emissions via crushing and sorting of wastes. The operator has provided a risk assessment which mitigates the risk of dust emissions leaving the site boundary. In conclusion the waste activities under this tier 2 bespoke permit are unlikely to cause detriment to the SAC due to the distance the waste facility is from the SAC (no pathway). 

An Appendix 4 for information purposely only is also available to view on the DMS. There were two SSSI sites located within the 2-kilometre screening: The waste site is located 566 metres from the Afon Dyfrdwy SSSI and 1,786 metres from the Nant-y-Belan and Prynela Woods SSSI. The proposed variation is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest for the same reasons as explained above for the SAC site. 

	

	Environmental Risk Assessment and operating techniques

	Environmental risk

	We have reviewed the operator's assessment of the environmental risk from the facility.  

The operator’s risk assessment is satisfactory. 

The operator has provided an updated risk assessment for this normal variation dated 12/04/2023 which has assessed the risk of the extension of the site boundary. The permitted area that is increasing is to the north of the waste facility and does not result in the waste facility being closer to the Ancient Woodland site which is located east 20 metres away. As a result, the measures in place to protect the ancient woodland from fugitive emissions of dust have not changed significantly since the permit was issued in 2022. This includes the operator proposing mitigation measures such as: dust suppression via bowser and water cannons, reduced drop heights and appropriate stockpile heights. 

The proposed waste types to be accepted by trained staff minimise risk of potential impact to the ancient woodland from leachate.

We agree with the operators’ conclusions in regard to the assessment of risk to the Ancient Woodland. 

The operator has also fully assessed the potential risk to the issue/spring adjacent to the westerly border of the site. The permitted area that is increasing is to the north of the waste facility and does not result in the waste facility being closer to the issue/spring. As a result, the measures in place to protect the issue/spring has not changed significantly since the permit was issued in 2022. The operator has undertaken a geographical assessment of the issue and surrounding area and evidence within their Environmental Risk Assessment concludes that the issue/spring comprises a continuous high-speed flow of water and would therefore constitute a culverted watercourse which should not be considered a potable water supply. 

Limited access to the issue/spring limits the potential for contamination by dust and leachate. This is due to the spring/issue being covered by a concrete slab. The issue/spring is also enclosed by brick walls surroundings, the risk of any leachate into the issue is therefore negligible. The operator has confirmed these details of the spring/ issue in appendix III of the risk assessment.  The Rear (western) part of the site is also sealed with 0.15m concrete kerb that further reduces the risk of runoff from entering the issue. There is also a 4-metre high and 15-metre-wide earth bund composed of clay at the western boundary of the site.

The site operations allow for the storage of waste on the
hardstanding surface only of clean, soils and aggregate material which do not have any leaching properties.


We agree with the operators’ conclusions in regard to the assessment of risk to the issue and spring. 

	

	Operating techniques
	We have reviewed the techniques used by the operator and compared these with the relevant guidance notes. 

The operator has identified suitable measures in accordance with the relevant technical guidance note for waste activities; ‘How to comply with your environmental permit’. 

A series of dust mitigation measures are proposed within the operator’s risk assessment to ensure dust emissions are controlled including but not limited to:
· sheeting of vehicles delivering to and from the site
· mobile water bowser and dust cannons on site to dampen stockpiles/surfaces.
· utilising a continuous water supply available for purposes of dust suppression in all dry, hot weather conditions.
· appropriate stockpiles sizes, reducing during summer months,
· and reduced drop heights. 

Any wastes classified as having the potential to cause polluting runoff and/or leachate during acceptance procedures will be stored in dedicated mobile quarantine skips and will be removed quickly off site. Spill kits are also located in close proximity to ensure that any spillages are quickly cleared.

These measures are included in Table S1.2 Operating Techniques table of the permit.
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