Natural Resources Wales permitting decisions

Bespoke permit 

We have decided to grant the permit for land at Maes Banadlog operated by William Glyndwr Owen & Gareth James Owen.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]The application number is PAN-020416.
The permit number is EPR/DB3090ZN.

The permit regulates a new bespoke discharge of diluted Organophosphate waste sheep dip to ground using a vacuum tanker, onto a minimum disposal area measured at 0.6 hectares. The discharge will be diluted 3 parts slurry or water (3 cubic metres) to 1 part working strength dip (1 cubic metre). The applicant intends to dip 3 times per annum and thus a maximum total volume of 12 cubic metres (diluted) is to be dispersed.
We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements and that the permit will ensure that the appropriate level of environmental protection is provided.


Purpose of this document

This decision document:
· explains how the application has been determined
· provides a record of the decision-making process 
· shows how all relevant factors have been taken into account
· justifies the specific conditions in the permit other than those in our generic permit template.
Unless the decision document specifies otherwise we have accepted the applicant’s proposals.


Structure of this document

· Annex 1 the decision checklist
· Annex 2 the consultation and web publicising


Annex 1: decision checklist 
This checklist should be read in conjunction with the Duly Making checklist.

	Aspect
	Justification / Detail
	Criteria met

	
	
	Yes

	Consultation

	Scope of consultation 
	The consultation requirements were identified and implemented.  The decision was taken in accordance with RGN 6 High Profile Sites, our Public Participation Statement and our Working Together Agreements.
	ü

	Responses to consultation and web publicising
	The web publicising and consultation responses (Annex 2) were taken into account in the decision.  

The decision was taken in accordance with our guidance. 

	ü

	Operator

	Control of the facility
	We are satisfied that the applicant (now the operator) is the person who will have control over the operation of the facility after the grant of the permit.  The decision was taken in accordance with EPR RGN 1 Understanding the meaning of operator.

	ü

	European Directives

	Applicable directives 
	All applicable European directives have been considered in the determination of the application.

	ü

	The site

	Extent of the site of the facility 
	The operator has provided a plan which we consider is satisfactory, showing the extent of the site of the facility including discharge points. 

A plan is included in the permit and the operator is required to carry on the permitted activities within the site boundary.

	ü

	Biodiversity, Heritage, Landscape and Nature Conservation and a designated site under the Wildlife and Countryside Act. 
	The application is within the relevant distance criteria of a site of heritage,  landscape or nature conservation, and/or protected species or habitat .

A full assessment of the application and its potential to affect the sites has been carried out as part of the permitting process. We consider that the application will not affect the features of the site

	ü

	Habitat Regulation Assessment for a designated site under the EU Habitats Directive
	Appropriate assessment:

In light of the conclusions of an appropriate assessment, and taking account of the advice received from protected sites advisors, it has been established that the project will not adversely affect the integrity of any Natura 2000/Ramsar site, taking into account any conditions or restrictions as applicable, either alone or in-combination with other plans and projects. (As documented in section 4 of OGN 200 form 1, and section 5 if applicable) 


HRA Overall conclusion:

In light of the conclusions of the appropriate assessment, it has not been ascertained that the project will not adversely affect the integrity of any Natura 2000/Ramsar sites, as documented in section 4 of OGN 200 form 1, and section 5 is applicable. The sites in question being Afon Teifi / River Teifi SAC (UK0012670), Cors Caron SAC (UK0014790) and Cors Caron Ramsar (UK14003).

Form 1 (and Form 2) – saved on DMS as “to be assessed” for public register purposes.  


	ü

	Environmental Risk Assessment and operating techniques

	Environmental risk
	We have carried out a risk assessment on behalf of the operator.  

The operator considers this risk assessment is satisfactory. 

The assessment shows that, applying the conservative criteria in our guidance on Environmental Risk Assessment, all emissions may be categorised as environmentally insignificant. 

	ü

	Operating techniques
	We have reviewed the techniques used by the operator and compared these with the relevant guidance notes. 

The proposed techniques / emission levels for priorities for control are in line with the benchmark levels contained in the TGN and we consider them to represent appropriate techniques for the facility.
 
Key measures proposed by the operator comply with the guidance set out in EPR 7.01 and Sheep dip: Groundwater Protection Code Wales.
	ü

	Operator Competence

	Environment Management System 
	There is no known reason to consider that the operator will not have the management systems to enable it to comply with the permit conditions.  The decision was taken in accordance with RGN 5 on Operator Competence.

	ü

	Sustainable Management of Natural Resources (SMNR)

	Considerations of SMNR - Compliance with our General Purpose
	We are satisfied that this decision is compatible with our general purpose of pursuing the sustainable management of natural resources in relation to Wales and applying the principles of sustainable management of natural resources.
	ü

	Environment Wales Act 2016

	Biodiversity and resilience of ecosystems duty
	Section 6 of the Environment Wales Act 2016 requires that we seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity in the exercise of our functions, and in so doing promote the resilience of ecosystems, in a manner that is consistent with the proper exercise of our functions. NRW is satisfied that in this case, we have taken into account and had due regard to this duty in so far as it is consistent with the function of determining an application for a  groundwater discharge activity permit under EPR2016.
	ü



Annex 2: Consultation and web publicising responses

	Response received from

	CADW

	Brief summary of issues raised

	“Listed Buildings

	9911
	Pont Rhydfendigaid
	II

	9916
	Edward Richard Old Grammar School
	II*

	9923
	Rhydfendigaid Calvinistic Methodist Chapel
	II

	14558
	Rhydgaled
	II

	82037
	Church of Saint John
	II

	82948
	Broncaradog
	II

	82949
	Bryn Hyfryd
	II

	82950
	Brynmehefin
	II

	82951
	Plas Caradog
	II

	82952
	Coach-house and stable at Bryn Hyfryd
	II

	82953
	Ffos
	II

	82955
	Maesbanadlog
	II

	82957
	Plas Bron Meurig
	II

	82958
	St. Brigid's Well at Gwenhafdre Isaf
	II

	82959
	Talfryn
	II

	82960
	Trefiw Fach
	II

	82972
	Dol Teifi
	II

	82977
	Islwyn
	II

	82981
	Railings to Rhydfendigaid Calvinistic Methodist chapel
	II

	82982
	The Post Office
	II

	82983
	War Memorial and Railings
	II

	83669
	Hafodygofaint Uchaf
	II



Scheduled Monuments

CD031 Cwm-Meurig-Isaf Mound and Bailey Castle
CD032 Ystrad-Meurig Castle
CD033 Pen y Ffrwd-Llwyd Camp
CD111 Llanwnnws Inscribed Stone in Church
CD157 St Ffraed's Well, Cynhawdre
CD160 Burnt Mound 230m NE of Ffos
CD214 Craig Ystradmeurig Round Cairn
CD268 Gareg-lwyd Defended Enclosure

Registered Historic Landscape

HLW (D) 2 Upland Ceredigion

This application is for a sheep dip disposal at Land at Maes Banadlog, Ystrad Meurig, SY25 6AA.

The above designated historic assets are located inside 3km of the proposed disposal area which is also located within the registered historic landscape HLW (D) 2 Upland Ceredigion.

The proposed works will have no impact on the character of the registered historic landscape.

Intervening topography, buildings, vegetation, and the effect of distance means the majority of the listed buildings and scheduled monuments have no potential to be affected by the proposed works. However, Grade II listed building 82957 Plas Bron Meurig located some 90m to the east and scheduled monument CD032 Ystrad-Meurig located some 420m to the north and are potentially inter-visible with the area of disposal.

Grade II listed building 82957 Plas Bron Meurig is a Late Georgian gentry house with probable earlier origins that was extended in the late 19th century. The house appears on the parish register of 1823 as a vicarage and school with 100 boys. The early 18th century Welsh scholar Edward Richard is said to have had a room there, indicating a link with Ysgol Edward Richard, later St. John's College and the Ystrad Meurig Grammar School. The building appears on the Ystrad Meurig Tithe map of 1843, when the owner was Lucy Williams and the occupier was the Rev. James W. Morris. Only a house, building, yard and garden were listed in the schedule to the tithe map. 

The building’s immediate setting are its grounds and carriage drive to the west linking it to the road north to the village and the Grammar School some 300m distant.

Scheduled monument CD032 Ystrad-Meurig Castle monument consists of the remains of a castle, dating to the medieval period. The remains of Ystrad-Meurig Castle consist of a rather angular enclosure, about 100m north-south by 82m, occupying the southern tip of a spur. This has traces of a rampart and ditch on the north where it faces level ground and is otherwise defined by scarps above steep natural slopes. In the northern part of the enclosure are the foundations of a massive rectangular stone tower, 18-20m across. This was apparently part of a building complex at least 30m across. Within the south-western corner of the castle enclosure, gentle scarps define an inner oval enclosure, about 35m north-south by 30m. The castle was established in about 1110 and then destroyed in 1137. It was disputed, besieged, and rebuilt through the later twelfth century and is last recorded in 1208. It is possible that earlier notices refer to a castle mound 1.6km to the east (scheduled monument CD031). 

The castle was located strategically to command a route north between the valleys of the Afon Teifi and Afon Ystwyth and significant views are to north and south along this route.

The area of the proposed disposal is close to the grade II listed building 82957 Plas Bron Meurig, however trees surrounding the house will screen most views towards the fields concerned and where views may be available to the southwest, hedgerows and farm walls provide additional screening. The proposed work, like other ongoing farm operations near to the house should not distract from the setting of the listed building. Similarly, although the area of works will be visible from scheduled monument CD032 Ystrad-Meurig Castle and is within the identified significant view the works represent no more than a temporary change in the monument’s setting with no lasting visual or other impact. As such whilst there may be a very slight visual change in the view from the designated historic assets this will not have any effect on the way that it is experienced, understood, and appreciated. 

We therefore have no objections regarding this application.”


	Summary of actions taken or show how this has been covered

	n/a




	Response received from

	Dyfed Archaeology

	Brief summary of issues raised

	“Thank you for sending us this consultation. I don’t believe we need to comment on this as it would be unlikely to have any impact on historic environment features.”


	Summary of actions taken or show how this has been covered

	n/a
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