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Record of a Habitats Regulations Assessment of a project 
OGN 200 Form 1
Document owner: Protected Sites Team, EPP
Version History:
	Document Version
	Date Published
	Summary of Changes

	1.0
	March 2016
	Document created

	1.1
	30 November 2017
	References to the 2010 Habitats Regulations updated to reflect new consolidated version of the regulations which entered into force on 30th November 2017;

References to KSP and National Services Directorates updated to EPP

	1.2
	28 June 2018
	With marked up changes in light of ruling in CJEU case c-323/17 ‘People over Wind’.

	1.3
	27 June 2019
	With marked up changes in light of ruling in CJEU case c-323/17 ‘People over Wind’. See Guidance here


Next review date:  April 2019
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1.
Project Details

	1(a): Project details where an external party has applied to NRW for any form of authorisation

	Application reference number (if applicable)
	PAN-021479

	Date application received
	24/03/2023

	Applicant details
	Kier Services Limited


	Activity proposed


	The proposed site will be a household waste amenity site taking both hazardous and non-hazardous wastes, as well as accepting some municipal waste. The site will have a total annual throughput of 20,017 tonnes per year. There will be no treatment activities taking place on site. 


	Relevant legislation 
	The Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016


	Location
	Pyle Community Recycling Centre, Sturmi Way, Village Farm Industrial Estate, Pyle, Bridgend, CF33 6BZ

SS 83427 81951
The site is 590m away from the nearest SAC at the closest point.
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	Application documents
	PAN-021479 (sharepoint.com)

	Environmental Statement
	N/A



	Pre-application correspondence
	N/A





	NRW team responsible for drafting this HRA report, and name of lead officer
	Rhiannon Smith, Waste Permitting


2.
Determining the need for a Habitats Regulations Assessment

	2.1 Is the whole of the project directly connected with or necessary to the management of one or more Natura 2000 sites, for the purposes of conserving the habitats or species for which the Natura 2000 site(s) is/are designated?

	NO

	2.2 Is there a possibility that the project could affect a different Natura 2000 site to the one(s) the project is intended to conserve?
	YES


	2.3 Is it necessary to carry out an HRA?


	YES


3.
Considering the likelihood of a significant effect (LSE)

3.1
Renewal of a permission on the same or more restrictive terms as the extant permission
	Is this project a renewal of a current permission which complies with NRW approved criteria for ruling out significant effects of renewals (see section 6.2A of OGN 200) without conducting a project-specific LSE test?
	NO


3.2
Likelihood of significant effects (LSE) test
	3.2.1 Which Natura 2000 sites might be affected by the proposal?


	Based on the project specification or information provided in the application, it is considered that the following Natura 2000 sites have features which could be affected by the project: 

Glaswelltiroedd Cefn Cribwr / Cefn Cribwr Grasslands SAC, Site Code UK0030113
The potential for the project to affect the following Natura 2000 sites was also initially considered, but can be ruled out without further consideration:

N/A


	3.2.2 Screening assessment

	
	Assessment of likelihood of significant effect

	
	I

Relevant conservation objectives

 
	II

Potential impact pathway


	

In light of the ruling of the CJEU in case C-323/17 ‘People over Wind’, avoidance measures should not be considered at this stage of HRA, so this column is left blank.


	Glaswelltiroedd Cefn Cribwr / Cefn Cribwr Grasslands SAC 

	Purple moor-grass meadows
	The vision for this feature is for it to be in a favourable conservation status, where all of the following

conditions are satisfied:

• eu-Molinion marshy grassland will occupy between 50% and 55% of the total site area.

• The remainder of the site will be other semi-natural habitat or areas of permanent pasture.

• The following plants will be common in the eu-Molinion marshy grassland: purple moor-grass

Molinia caerulea; meadow thistle Cirsium dissectum; Carex hostiana; Carex pulicaris; devil’s bit

scabious Succisa pratensis; carnation sedge Carex panicea; saw wort Serratula tinctoria and;

tormentil Potentilla erecta.

• Cross-leaved heath Erica tetralix and common heather Calluna vulgaris will also be common in

some areas.

• Rushes and species indicative of agricultural modification, such as perennial rye grass Lolium

perenne and white clover Trifolium repens will be largely absent from the eu-Molinion marshy

grassland.

• Scrub species such as willow Salix (excluding Salix repens) and birch Betula will also be largely

absent from the eu-Molinion marshy grassland.

• All factors affecting the achievement of the foregoing conditions are under control.
	The SAC is approximately 590m from the proposed site and so will not have any impact on the extent of the total site area. The site is not likely to produce any excessive dust that would impact the grassland. There is no concern that the proposed activities will have any impact on the protected feature.

	

	Marsh fritillary butterfly

	The vision for this feature is for it to be in a favourable conservation status, where all of the following

conditions are satisfied:

• The site will contribute towards supporting a sustainable metapopulation of the marsh fritillary

in the Cefn Cribwr area. This will require a minimum of 50ha of suitable habitat, of which at

least 10ha must be in good condition, although not all is expected to be found within the SAC.

Some will be on nearby land within a radius of about 2km.

• The population will be viable in the long term, acknowledging the extreme population

fluctuations of the species.

• Habitats on the site will be in optimal condition to support the metapopulation.

• At least 40ha within the SAC & associated SSSI will be marshy grassland suitable for

supporting marsh fritillary, with Succisa pratensis present and only a low cover of scrub.

• At least 8ha will be marsh fritillary breeding habitat in good condition, dominated by purple

moor-grass Molinia caerulea, with S. pratensis present throughout and a vegetation height of

10-20cm over the winter period.

• Suitable marsh fritillary habitat is defined as stands of grassland where Succisa pratensis is

present and where scrub more than 1 metre tall covers no more than 10% of the stands

• Optimal marsh fritillary breeding habitat will be characterised by grassland where the

vegetation height is 10-20 cm, with abundant purple moor-grass Molinia caerulea, frequent

“large-leaved” devil’s-bit scabious Succisa pratensis suitable for marsh fritillaries to lay their

eggs and only occasional scrub. In peak years, a density of 200 larval webs per hectare of

optimal habitat will be found across the site. (Fowles 20042)

• The marshy grassland will be well sheltered by hedgerows and mature trees.

• All factors affecting the achievement of the foregoing conditions are under control.
	It is suggested from the core SAC plan that the butterflies will be likely to appear on land within the radius of about 2km from the SAC. Given the nature of the site being impermeable concrete, there will not be any suitable habitat for the marsh fritillary butterfly on the site and as such it is unlikely that the population will extend onto the site. The site is not likely to produce any excessive dust that would impact the habitats of the species or the individuals themselves. There is no concern that the proposed activities will have any impact on the protected feature.
	


	3.2.3 Screening decision of the project ‘alone’


	(a) If ALL rows in column II of Table 3.2.2 are GREEN
	The project is not likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000 site, because there is no impact pathway from the project to any Natura 2000 features, and no further consideration under the Habitats Directive/Regulations is required in order to determine the application.


	(b) If there are NO rows coloured RED in column II of Table 3.2.2, and there are ANY rows which are BLUE

	The project is not likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000 sites when considered alone, but the possibility of significant effects in combination with other plans and projects needs to be considered.



	(c) If ANY rows in Column II of Table 3.2.2 are RED

	The project is likely have a significant effect on one or more Natura 2000 sites and therefore an appropriate assessment is required. 



6.
Conclusion
	HRA is not required because the whole of the project is directly connected with or necessary to the management of one or more Natura 2000/Ramsar sites, for the purposes of conserving the habitats or species for which the site(s) is/are designated, and the project is not likely to have a significant effect on any other Natura 2000/Ramsar sites.

(As documented in section 2.1 and 2.2 of this form)


	

	HRA is not required because there is no conceivable impact pathway to any Natura 2000/Ramsar site

(As documented in section 2.3 of this form)


	

	This project is a renewal of a current permission which complies with NRW agreed criteria for ruling out significant effects of a renewal without conducting a project-specific LSE test. Therefore it is considered not likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000/Ramsar sites, either alone or in-combination with other plans and projects.
(As documented in section 3.1 of this form)


	

	The project has been screened for likelihood of significant effects and, taking account of the advice received from protected sites advisors, is considered not likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000/Ramsar site

(As documented in section 3.2 of this form, or section 5 if applicable) 

	X

	In light of the conclusions of an appropriate assessment, and taking account of the advice received from protected sites advisors, it has been established that the project will not adversely affect the integrity of any Natura 2000/Ramsar site, taking into account any conditions or restrictions as applicable, either alone or in-combination with other plans and projects.
(As documented in section 4 of this form, and section 5 if applicable)

	

	In light of the conclusions of the appropriate assessment, it has not been ascertained that the project will not adversely affect the integrity of any Natura 2000/Ramsar site, as documented in section 4 of this form, and section 5 is applicable.

Approval for the project cannot be given unless either:

· the project specification, and/or the terms under which it might be approved, are modified so as to remove the risk of adverse effects, and a revised HRA report is prepared, or

· the project satisfies the requirements of Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive, an Article 6(4) Statement of Case is prepared (OGN 200 Form 3) and submitted for consideration by the appropriate authority, normally Welsh Ministers

	

	Signed: Rhiannon Smith
Name: Rhiannon Smith
Position: Waste Permitting Officer
Date: 18/10/2023



7.
Consultation with protected sites advisor(s) and how sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 of this HRA report (as applicable) take into account that advice.

Delete any rows that do not apply.

	Relevant section of the HRA report
	Date(s) of correspondence* and any meeting(s) with protected sites advisor(s)
	Description of how the comments from protected sites advisors have been taken into account

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	


*Attach copies of all written representations (Form 2) received from protected sites advisor(s)
8. Conservation Technical Specialist’s comments
This section should be completed in any cases where the protected sites advice and sign off of the HRA report (section 6) is within the same team. Otherwise this section should be deleted

	I have reviewed the HRA documented in this form and confirm that I agree/do not agree* with its findings.

(*strike out as applicable)

Additional comments (if any):

Signed:

Name: 
Position:
Date:
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