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Protected sites advisor response to an internal consultation on the Habitats Regulations Assessment of a project 
TO: 

William Wallace
FROM: 
Pembrokeshire Environment Team
Mair Rees – Pembrokeshire Marine SAC lead officer

Ross Grisbrook – Afonydd Cleddau SAC lead officer

SUBJECT:
Habitats Regulation Assessment of First Milk application foriIncrease in production capacity
Thank you for consulting Pembs ET on the above project and sending us a copy of the draft Form 1 HRA report dated 23rd October 2023. Our comments are as follows:

The protected sites advisors agree with the content and conclusions of the HRA report. 
Given the recent pollution incidents (for example 2-3 years ago when untreated effluent from the effluent flume polluted the Merlins Brook) and more recently another significant alleged incident (under investigation) affecting the transitional waters of Milford Haven Waterway inner, we consider that the application to increase storage capacity and throughput without secondary or tertiary containment represents a huge additional pollution risk and LSE to the features of both SACs. 
We agree that the site needs to install additional forms of containment and rigorously survey and repair the existing infrastructure to confirm it is completely fit for purpose. This application should possibly wait at least until the enforcement outcome of the current formal investigation, before NRW considers a new application with suitable containment proposals in place.
Signed: Ross Grisbrook/Mair Rees
Date: 23rd October 2023
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