
Good afternoon Rachel, 
 
As confirmed within the previous email, as long as the suggested risk mitigation measures take 
place, we would be content that the risk to shipping and navigation is relatively low on this 
occasion.   
 
Best regards 
 

Vinu 
Vinu John 

 

Navigation Policy Advisor 
Marine Licensing and Consenting 

+44 (0) 7970 156169 
vinu.john@mcga.gov.uk 

UK Technical Services Navigation 
 

 

Maritime & Coastguard Agency 

Spring Place 

105 Commercial Road,  

Southampton SO15 1EG 

               
Safer Lives, Safer Ships, Cleaner Seas 

www.gov.uk/mca 

Leave Alert: I will be on leave from 4th April 2024- 30th April 2024 and will be unavialble during 
this period. 
 
 
 
From: Rachel Holmes <Rachel.Holmes@thecrownestate.co.uk>  
Sent: Friday, March 22, 2024 2:33 PM 
To: Vinu John <Vinu.John@mcga.gov.uk> 
Subject: FW: Notification of Grab Sample Surveys in Celtic Sea 
 

Hi Vinu, 
 
I just wanted to check that my previous email addressed your concerns around our survey methods. 
Could you drop me an email to confirm that the risk to navigational safety is low, so we can include 
this with our application? 
 
Many thanks 
 
Rachel  
 
From: Rachel Holmes  
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 10:32 AM 
To: Vinu John <Vinu.John@mcga.gov.uk> 
Cc: William Wye <wwye@abpmer.co.uk>; Nick Salter <Nick.Salter@mcga.gov.uk>; Vaughan Jackson 
<Vaughan.Jackson@mcga.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Notification of Grab Sample Surveys in Celtic Sea 

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the UK Government. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Please use the Report Message function to 
report suspicious messages.  
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Hi Vinu, 
 
Thanks for your email. I can confirm that all the requirements set out in your email will be complied 
with, specifically: 
 

• All survey vessels are class and flag compliant and audited by TCE prior to deployment. 

• A Notice to Mariners for the geophysical survey works will be issued well in advance of 
deployment. 

• We will issue an additional Notice to Mariners for the grab sampling activity once locations 
are known. 

• The two contact email addresses for HMCG will be added to the distribution list for all 
NtM’s.  

• We will issue a notification of the licensed activities to The Source Data Receipt team at the 
UK Hydrographic Office, at least 10 days before commencement of the works (including the 
start date and end dates, details of the works, working areas (WGS84), and marking 
arrangements).  

 
We would be obliged if you could confirm by return of email that the risk to navigation is low and 
that you have no outstanding concerns about the proposed survey works. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Rachel 

 
 
From: Vinu John <Vinu.John@mcga.gov.uk>  
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 9:35 AM 
To: Rachel Holmes <Rachel.Holmes@thecrownestate.co.uk> 
Cc: William Wye <wwye@abpmer.co.uk>; Nick Salter <Nick.Salter@mcga.gov.uk>; Vaughan Jackson 
<Vaughan.Jackson@mcga.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Notification of Grab Sample Surveys in Celtic Sea 
 
Good morning Rachel, 
 
Thanks for confirming the requested marine license is band 1, you would require us to confirm 
whether the risk to navigation safety is low for NRW to issue Band 1 marine license. We the 
Technical Services Navigation Branch of MCA have reviewed the proposed activities and would like 
to comment as follows. 
 
We note that the intention is to carry out 10 grab samples from each of the three Celtic Sea Floating 
Offshore Wind PDAs  On the understanding that the following risk mitigation measures take place, 
we would be content that the risk to shipping and navigation is relatively low on this occasion.   
 

• All maritime safety legislations complied with. 

• Local mariners and fishermen's organisations must be made fully aware of the activity 
through a local notification.  This must be issued at least 5 days before the commencement 
of the works. 

• Zone???@hmcg.gov.uk andrenewables@hmcg.gov.uk must be notified prior to 
commencement of activities.  
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• A notification must be sent to The Source Data Receipt team, UK Hydrographic Office (email: 
sdr@ukho.gov.uk) of commencement of the licensed activities, at least 10 days before 
commencement of the works. The information supplied must include the start date and end 
date, a description of the works, positions of the work area (WGS84), and details of any 
marking arrangements.  

 
Kindly confirm the acceptance of the above mitigation measures. 
 
Best regards 
 

Vinu 
Vinu John 

 

Navigation Policy Advisor 
Marine Licensing and Consenting 

+44 (0) 7970 156169 
vinu.john@mcga.gov.uk 

UK Technical Services Navigation 
 

 

Maritime & Coastguard Agency 

Spring Place 

105 Commercial Road,  

Southampton SO15 1EG 

               
Safer Lives, Safer Ships, Cleaner Seas 

www.gov.uk/mca 

 
 
 
 
 
From: Rachel Holmes <Rachel.Holmes@thecrownestate.co.uk>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2024 11:27 AM 
To: navigation safety <navigationsafety@mcga.gov.uk> 
Cc: William Wye <wwye@abpmer.co.uk> 
Subject: RE: Notification of Grab Sample Surveys in Celtic Sea 
 

Hi Vinu, 
 
I just wanted to check whether you had been able to view the marine licence we submitted to NRW 
and whether this provided enough detail to resolve any concerns you had over the grab sample 
surveys? The licence we’re submitting falls under Band 1, and I’m not clear as to whether NRW 
consult on Band 1 licences. 
 
For this reason it may be simpler for us to provide any additional information to you directly. Please 
could you set out what further information you require around methodologies and mitigation 
measures so that we can collate that information for you? 
 
Many thanks 
 

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the UK Government. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Please use the Report Message function to 
report suspicious messages.  
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Rachel 
 
From: navigation safety <navigationsafety@mcga.gov.uk>  
Sent: Thursday, February 29, 2024 10:31 AM 
To: Rachel Holmes <Rachel.Holmes@thecrownestate.co.uk> 
Cc: Nick Salter <Nick.Salter@mcga.gov.uk>; Vaughan Jackson <Vaughan.Jackson@mcga.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Notification of Grab Sample Surveys in Celtic Sea 
 

Good morning Rachel, 
 
We are content with the proposed grab sample surveys in principle. However, we will need bit more 
details regarding the methodology and proposed mitigation measures. As you have already 
submitted marine license application to NRW we will comment with our formal responses to NRW 
when they open up the consultation.  
 
Best regards 
 

Vinu 
Vinu John 

 

Navigation Policy Advisor 
Marine Licensing and Consenting 

+44 (0) 7970 156169 
vinu.john@mcga.gov.uk 

UK Technical Services Navigation 
 

 

Maritime & Coastguard Agency 

Spring Place 

105 Commercial Road,  

Southampton SO15 1EG 

               
Safer Lives, Safer Ships, Cleaner Seas 

www.gov.uk/mca 

 
 
From: Rachel Holmes <Rachel.Holmes@thecrownestate.co.uk>  
Sent: Friday, February 16, 2024 2:18 PM 
To: Vinu John <Vinu.John@mcga.gov.uk> 
Subject: Notification of Grab Sample Surveys in Celtic Sea 
 

 
We are writing to notify you of grab sample surveys to be conducted in the Celtic Sea in 2024. 
 
The Crown Estate intends to commission surveys to facilitate the deployment of floating offshore 
windfarms in the Celtic Sea. The objective of the surveys is to collect data within three Project 
Development Areas (PDAs) in the Celtic Sea prior to the projects being consented. By investing in 
these surveys at an early stage and making the data freely available to successful bidders, The Crown 

 You don't often get email from navigationsafety@mcga.gov.uk. Learn why this is important  

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the UK Government. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Please use the Report Message function to 
report suspicious messages.  
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Estate aims to accelerate the delivery of offshore windfarm projects, by making it easier for 
developers to manage risk and informing future project level planning applications.  
 
Up to ten grab samples will be taken at each PDA and each sample will take around 40 minutes. The 
survey vessel will be stationary during the deployment and will display appropriate lights and/or day 
marks. A Fisheries Liaison Officer will be on board and a Fisheries Scout Vessel will also be employed 
on the project to notify vessels engaged in fishing activity. The survey vessel will adhere to the IMO 
convention on the international regulations for prevention of a collision at sea.  
 
The sampling will take up to three days and is programmed to take place between 29th April and 
31st October 2024.  The sample sites do not coincide with any SACs or MCZs. We have attached a 
plan showing the locations of PDAs to this email. 
 
We are currently submitting a marine licence application to Natural Resources Wales, and an 
exemption to Marine Management Organisation to conduct these surveys and we would be obliged 
if you could confirm receipt of this email and inform us of any concerns you may have about these 
works. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Rachel 
 

Rachel Holmes  |   Marine Consents Manager 
 

 
 

1 St James's Market, London, SW1Y 4AH 
thecrownestate.co.uk  
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______________________________________________________________ 
This email has been scanned by the BT Assure MessageScan service 
The service is delivered in partnership with Symantec.cloud 
 
For more information please visit http://www.globalservices.bt.com 
============================================================== 

The information in this email may be confidential or otherwise protected by law. If you received it in error, please 
let us know by return e-mail and then delete it immediately, without printing or passing it on to anybody else. 

M: +44 7825 783 467   T: +44 20 7851 5137 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecrownestate.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CRachel.Holmes%40thecrownestate.co.uk%7C57889b4815364a2e780908dc4a7ea824%7Ce140ec16ac964344bbf475c7c1f793b3%7C0%7C0%7C638467155077133264%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9hRsVKfwRD%2BMNItwVfXiKhcGvGgK45yeL7c%2FY3JZPDU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Rachel.Holmes@thecrownestate.co.uk
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.globalservices.bt.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CRachel.Holmes%40thecrownestate.co.uk%7C57889b4815364a2e780908dc4a7ea824%7Ce140ec16ac964344bbf475c7c1f793b3%7C0%7C0%7C638467155077160313%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CCIEE4jUJIFkYtRIsp7yMBGa4VuT9dAbCfZN%2FNLxRYU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fthe-crown-estate%2F&data=05%7C02%7CRachel.Holmes%40thecrownestate.co.uk%7C57889b4815364a2e780908dc4a7ea824%7Ce140ec16ac964344bbf475c7c1f793b3%7C0%7C0%7C638467155077140062%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WCWeg3DOxmTgnxK4UAUXEEk1umn4Ht57%2FZoPMO93hg4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FTheCrownEstate&data=05%7C02%7CRachel.Holmes%40thecrownestate.co.uk%7C57889b4815364a2e780908dc4a7ea824%7Ce140ec16ac964344bbf475c7c1f793b3%7C0%7C0%7C638467155077146938%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LOtW29dSNuitN%2Fnrhg%2Fp909IvbXE6Dn8OyQs80fI%2B%2BA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fthecrownestate%2F&data=05%7C02%7CRachel.Holmes%40thecrownestate.co.uk%7C57889b4815364a2e780908dc4a7ea824%7Ce140ec16ac964344bbf475c7c1f793b3%7C0%7C0%7C638467155077153634%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q5rtmVUibzURWzWlY1WwWUrpbHBeXEsQvEsK4nNk6q8%3D&reserved=0


Incoming and outgoing e-mail messages are routinely monitored for compliance with our policy on the use of 
electronic communications and for other lawful purposes. 

 
______________________________________________________________ 
This email has been scanned by the BT Assure MessageScan service 
The service is delivered in partnership with Symantec.cloud 
 
For more information please visit http://www.globalservices.bt.com 
============================================================== 

The information in this email may be confidential or otherwise protected by law. If you received it in error, please 
let us know by return e-mail and then delete it immediately, without printing or passing it on to anybody else. 

Incoming and outgoing e-mail messages are routinely monitored for compliance with our policy on the use of 
electronic communications and for other lawful purposes. 

 
______________________________________________________________ 
This email has been scanned by the BT Assure MessageScan service 
The service is delivered in partnership with Symantec.cloud 
 
For more information please visit http://www.globalservices.bt.com 
============================================================== 

The information in this email may be confidential or otherwise protected by law. If you received it in error, please 
let us know by return e-mail and then delete it immediately, without printing or passing it on to anybody else. 

Incoming and outgoing e-mail messages are routinely monitored for compliance with our policy on the use of 
electronic communications and for other lawful purposes. 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.globalservices.bt.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CRachel.Holmes%40thecrownestate.co.uk%7C57889b4815364a2e780908dc4a7ea824%7Ce140ec16ac964344bbf475c7c1f793b3%7C0%7C0%7C638467155077166957%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jCETuTLFpEgGcKhUXjzpb6KWszBxwS6gVzQ5mJmyHm0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.globalservices.bt.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CRachel.Holmes%40thecrownestate.co.uk%7C57889b4815364a2e780908dc4a7ea824%7Ce140ec16ac964344bbf475c7c1f793b3%7C0%7C0%7C638467155077173632%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KU1ZTUh7p48y0sP9H%2FFK0C9MMllX8KdKC1RpYv4vtac%3D&reserved=0

