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	Sarah Williams
Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council 

Via email: Sarah.Williams@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk 


	Our reference: PAN-003665


Your reference:PRCBLAENAUG123
Date: 19/11/2018



Dear Sarah,
Invalid Application
Application number: PAN-003665
Site Name: Silent Valley
We have received your application for a licence, but it is not complete. 

Unfortunately, you did not discuss your proposal with us before you applied, and there is some missing information and some supporting information provided with the application is insufficient. 

Clarification Required  
You have not applied for an impoundment licence for this scheme. Application forms state that “A low level, 100m thick concrete wall across the concrete lined channel” will form part of the scheme. However, application forms also state that “The intake structure involves minor modification of an existing impoundment structure”. Photographs supplied of the intake location suggest this existing structure is a supporting wall already present at the site.

· Please can you confirm if you will be constructing an impoundment across the channel

· If you are constructing an impoundment across the channel, please could you fill in Form WRE: Application for a new impoundment licence, technical variation to an impoundment licence or the removal of an existing impoundment available on our website: Home > Permits and permissions > Water Abstraction and Impoundment Licences
· If you do propose to use the existing structure, please could you provide more information on how the existing wall will facilitate the abstraction. 

Abstraction Quantities
The annual abstraction quantity applied for is 261,965. The application forms state that abstraction will take place all year, however the annual figure does not reflect 365 days’ worth of abstraction at the daily rate of 1,494.7 cubic metres per day.
· Please could you confirm how many days per year you will be abstracting water?

Rights of Access 
A map has been provided with land boundary marked but abstraction and discharge points have not been marked.
· Please can “Appendix 4 a – Site Ownership boundary map” be annotated to show the abstraction and discharge points

Drawings
Technical drawings provided are currently insufficient due to the following:
· No side elevation drawing has been submitted

· Datum levels have not been included on the drawings 

· Not all dimensions are shown on the drawings (e.g. total width of the impounding structure)

· Units used for the dimensions / scale is unclear

· It is not clear on the drawings how the Hand-off-Flow will be ensured. The HoF notch is not labelled on the drawings. This is important as the drawings will be appended to the licence and used for compliance visits. 

· Please can drawings be updated / new drawings be provided which address the above. 
Geomorphology Survey

The Geomorphology Survey submitted with the application requires the following small amendments:

· Elevation of the weir crest, outfall and flor level for the turbine house has been included but not in mAOD - mAOD means ‘metres Above Ordnance Datum’ and is an absolute height measured above a datum representing mean sea level. We ask for levels in mAOD rather than a relative level measured against a local benchmark. Please can elevation be provided in mAOD?

· The annotated site map doesn’t label points where the photographs for the survey were taken. The numbers should be sequenced logically, ideally from upstream to downstream.

· Photographs need re-labelling to correspond with the annoted site map. NGRs also need to be included on each photograph label. 
· A Photomontage image has not been included with your application. This will show how the structure will sit in the channel. I have included an example below:

[image: image1.png]



· Please can the Geomorphology Survey submitted be updated to address the above points. Please refer to Supporting Guidance Note - SGN 2 (Geomorphology photosurveys for hydropower developments)
If we have not received the information we have asked for within 28 days of the date of this letter, we cannot accept your application and we will return it to you, along with your application fee.

If you have any questions about your application, please contact me (see below for details). 

Yours sincerely, 
Jennifer Pocock 

Water Resources Permitting Officer

Direct Dial: 0300 065 3707
Email: Jennifer.c.pocock@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
Tŷ Cambria   (   29 Heol Casnewydd   (   Caerdydd   (    CF24 0TP
Cambria House   (   29 Newport Road    (   Cardiff   (    CF24 0TP
Croesewir gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg a’r Saesneg
Correspondence welcomed in Welsh and English
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