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CONSENT TO INVESTIGATE A GROUNDWATER SOURCE
Section 32(3) Water Resources Act 1991 (as amended)


This CONSENT is issued by the Natural Resources Body for Wales (hereafter referred to as “Natural Resources Wales”) to:

Morgan Sindall Construction Infrastructure Ltd (“the Consent Holder”)
Kent House
14-17 Market Place
London
[bookmark: _GoBack]W1W 8AJ

Company Registration Number: 04273754

This consent authorises the Consent Holder to investigate a groundwater source described in the schedule of conditions and subject to the provisions of that schedule. The consent commences from the date of signature and shall remain in force until the date of expiry shown below. 

"The Consent Holder" means the person (whether an individual or organisation) to whom consent is granted. Where the Consent Holder is two or more persons (e.g. a partnership) such persons shall be jointly and severally liable for the proper fulfilment of the conditions of this consent.  

This consent is effective from the date below and expires on 31 September 2019.

	Issued by:
Trystan James
Geoscience, Team Leader


	Date:  17/12/2018





SCHEDULE OF CONDITIONS

	1
	Location

	1.1
	Underground strata comprising of made ground and Tidal Flat superficial deposits at National Grid Reference 331300,189574 (W1) and 331323,189567 (W2)

	
	

	2
	Construction details 

	2.1
	Two boreholes (W1 and W2) not exceeding 8 metres in depth and 250 millimetres in diameter installed into underground strata as specified in condition 1.1

	2.2
	Boreholes and wells must be provided with a means of measurement access (such as a dip tube) so that a cable dipper or automatic water level recorder can be lowered to measure the water level.

	
	

	3
	Maximum Quantities of Water to be abstracted during test pump 

	3.1
	345.6 cubic metres per day 

Note: A day means any period of 24 consecutive hours

	
	

	4
	Duration of testing

	4.1
	The duration of test should be until water levels have stabilised in the abstraction borehole.  Testing should be for a minimum duration of 4 days and a maximum duration of 6 days

	4.2
	The Licence Holder shall notify NRW if groundwater levels in the abstraction source have not stabilised after pumping for 48 hours

	
	

	5
	Water feature assessment

	
	The pumping test should be designed to assess the effect of this abstraction on the following water features and abstractions:


	
	· Crindau Pill – water level and flows in the Crindau Pill approximately 20 m north east of Pumping Well 2 (W2)
· River Usk SSSI and SAC – water levels and flows in the River Usk SSSI/SAC approximately 160 m east of Pumping Well 2 (W2)

The test pump should inform an assessment of connectivity between the groundwater source and surface water features.

Consideration should be given to the consumptive nature of the proposed dewatering (abstracted water is to be discharged to main sewer) and the effect this might have on said water features.


	
	

	6
	Discharge of water

	6.1
	The pumped water should be disposed of in such a way as to prevent re-circulation back to the aquifer.

	6.2
	Discharged water shall not contain any other cooling waters or process effluents unless otherwise authorized by an environmental permit or registered exemption.

	
	

	7
	Notifying Natural Resources Wales following expiry of consent

	7.1
	You must notify us within 14 days of the expiry date of this consent to advise us if you intend to apply for a groundwater abstraction licence.





ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Modification or removal of consent
This consent may be modified or revoked at any time by Natural Resources Wales.

Indemnity 
We shall not be liable to pay for any of the testing nor for any of the consequences that may arise from this consent. The Consent Holder shall be responsible for making good and compensating for any loss, damage or injury (whether to persons or property, including water resources generally or derogation from individual sources of supply) resulting from this consent. 

Right of access
Possession of this consent no rights of entry onto land. Permission to enter land or premises must be obtained from the owner or occupier
Interpretation of conditions
Condition 2.1 The borehole, well or spring catchpit should be constructed as detailed in the application form WRC.  

Condition 4.1: Sufficient data must be collected to enable analysis of aquifer properties and assess the long-term effects on identified water features.  

Conditions 4.2 and 7 and for general queries the Consent Holder can contact:
Geoscience Team, Natural Resources Wales, Ty Cambria, 29 Newport Road, Cardiff, CF24 0TP
Tel: 0300 065 3000
Email: geoscience@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk

Condition 5: The results of testing must be incorporated into a hydrogeological impact assessment to be submitted with any subsequent application for a groundwater abstraction licence.  You must declare in this assessment if any complaints were received from nearby landowners or water uses during your test pumping.  We will expect you to carry out the pumping tests and produce a groundwater impact assessment in line with relevant guidance and best practice, including:

· British Standard ISO 14686 (2003) "Hydrometric determinations – pumping tests for water wells – considerations and guidelines for design, performance and use". 

· Environment Agency (2012) ‘Hydrogeological Impact Appraisal for groundwater abstractions

· Scottish Environment Protection Agency (2013). Regulatory Method (WAT-RM-24) Pumping Test Methodology

Condition 6.1 If groundwater is re-circulated back into the aquifer during the pumping test it may affect the monitoring results

Condition 6.2 Under the Environmental Permitting Regulations 2016 it is an offence to undertake a groundwater activity without an environmental permit, or having registered an exemption. 

Condition 7.1 This consent provides an exemption allowing you to test the borehole under Section 32 of the Water Resources Act. After the consent expires you must not abstract more than 20m3 per day until you obtain an abstraction licence. 
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