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Marine Survey and Site Investigation Works 
(SOBR2) 

Marine Licence number: RML2413 

Introductory note 

This introductory note does not form a part of the marine 
licence 

The main features of the marine licence are as follows:   

 

• Up to 32 grab samples (2 per location) (offshore); 0.01m3 per sample, total max 
volume of 0.32m3 

• Up to 14 vibrocore/gravity core (120mm diameter) to 3m (offshore); 0.04m3 per 
sample, total max volume of 0.56m3and 
• Up to 4 slit Trenches, 0.8m to 1m in width, up to 2.5m in depth (intertidal area, 
0.03m3 per sample, total max volume of 0.12m3. 

The status log of the marine licence sets out the marine licence history, including any 

subsequent marine licence variation(s) 

 

Status log of this marine licence 

Description Date Comments 

Application  07 March 2024 Application received and 
considered to be duly made 

Date licence determined 17 April 2024 Determination date 

 

Related Marine licences or applications under determination: Not applicable 

End of introductory note. 
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BAND 1 MARINE LICENCE NUMBER RML2413 

1 LICENCE DETAILS 

1.1 Band 1 Licence 

This is a licence granted by the Licensing Authority  in respect of an application 

numbered RML2413 and duly made on 07 March 2024 and authorises the 

Licence Holder to carry out activities for which a licence is required under Part 

4 of the 2009 Act and falling within Band 1 of Schedule 1 of the Marine Licensing 

(Fees) (Wales) Regulations 2017/280. This licence should be interpreted in 

accordance with Section 4. 

1.2 Licence Holder 

1.3 The Licence Holder is the company set out below: 

 

Company name: McMahon Design & Management Limited    

Company number: IE167084                                                                    

Address: Unit 15, The Seapoint Building, 44-45 Clontarf Road, Dublin 3, 

Northern Ireland 

1.4 Licence Validity 

Licence Start Date  03 May 2024 

Licence End Date 16 December 2024 

Licence Issue Date 17 April 2024 

1.5 Conditions 

This licence is subject to the conditions set out in Section 3. 

Signed:   
 

 
 
 
Dr. Emmer Litt – Marine Licensing Team Leader 
 
 

For and on behalf of the Licensing Authority  
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2 LICENSED ACTIVITIES 

2.1 Project   

This licence is granted in respect of: route identification for a cable route to 

install subsea fibre optic cables (SOBR1) between Ireland and the United 

Kingdom. Only the Welsh waters are considered under this application. Grab 

samples, vibrocores and slit trenches will be conducted along an approximate 

500m corridor of sea bed.  

The Licensed Activities permitted by this licence, as set out in 2.2 below, 

comprise activities of the following general type: 

• the removal of a substance or object from the sea bed 

2.2 Licensed Activities 

The following activities can be conducted within the Licence Period, within the 
Licensed Area and in accordance with the Approved Application, and the 
Approved Supporting Documents: 

 

Removal Activities 
 

• Vibrocores 
 

• Sediment (grab) samples where the total sample volume across all 
samples is no more than 4 cubic metres. The density of grab samples 
should not exceed 50 samples within any one hectare 

 

• Slit trenches where the total number of trenches will not exceed 4 and 
will not exceed 0.8m to 1m in width, 2.5m in depth, and 0.03m3 per 
sample 

 

2.3 Licensed Area  

The Licence Holder is authorised to conduct the activities described in 

paragraph 2.2 in the vicinity of Anglesey bounded by the coordinates set out in 

Appendix 2 and as indicated in the plan attached at Appendix 1: 

In the event of any discrepancy between the coordinates set out above 

and the plan attached at Appendix 1, the coordinates shall take 

precedence.  

  



Licence Number: RML2413 

Page 5 of 17 

2.4 Approved Supporting Documents  

Title/Description of Document Date Submitted 

RML2413 Application Form 15 February 2024 

RML2413 Admiralty Map SOBR2 15 February 2024 

RML2413 MCA SOBR2 Correspondence Redacted 15 February 2024 

RML2413 RCAHMW Correspondence Redacted 

SOBR2 

15 February 2024 

RML2413 TH SOBR2 Correspondence Redacted  15 February 2024 

RML2413 SOBR2 Works Methodology Statement & 

Correspondence 

15 February 2024 

RML2413 SOBR2 Survey Area 15 February 2024 

RML2413 SOBR2 HRA Assessment 15 February 2024 
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3 CONDITIONS 

Notification and Inspection 

3.1 Notification of Commencement 

3.1.1 The Licence Holder must notify the Licensing Authority no less than 5 

days before the commencement of the Licensed Activities, or an 

individual phase of the Licensed Activities, is expected to commence. 

3.1.2  The Licence Holder must notify Welsh Government Marine & Fisheries 

Division (Control & Enforcement Branch) no less than 5 days before the 

commencement of the Licensed Activities, or an individual phase of the 

Licensed Activities, is expected to commence. 

3.1.3 The Licence Holder must ensure that local mariners and fishermen's 

organisations are made fully aware of the Licensed Activities through 

local notices to mariners 5 days prior to the commencement of the 

Licensed Activities. 

3.2 Notification of Agents/Contractors/Sub-Contractors 

The Licence Holder must ensure that details of any agent(s), contractor(s) or sub-

contractor(s) utilised to undertake the Licensed Activities are submitted to the Licensing 

Authority at least 24 hours prior to the commencement of Licensed Activities. 

3.3 Notification of HM Coastguard 

The Licence Holder must ensure that HM Coastguard is made aware of the Licensed 

Activities at least 24 hours prior to commencement by contacting The National 

Maritime Operations Centre at zone31@hmcg.gov.uk. 

3.4 Notification of Vessels and/or Vehicles 

The Licence Holder must ensure that the details of the vessels and/or vehicles utilised 

to undertake the Licensed activities are submitted to the Licensing Authority and Welsh 

Government Marine & Fisheries Division (Control & Enforcement Branch) at least 24 

hours prior to the commencement of the Licensed Activities.  

3.5 Inspection of Licensed Activities 

The Licence Holder must allow Marine Enforcement Officers or any other person 

authorised by the Licensing Authority to inspect the Licensed activities at any 

reasonable time. 

3.6 Notification of Completion 

3.6.1 The Licence Holder must notify the Licensing Authority within 10 days 

of completion of the Licensed Activities. 

3.6.2 The Licence Holder must notify the authorised Welsh Government 

Marine & Fisheries Division (Control & Enforcement Branch) within 10 

days of completion of the Licensed Activities. 
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3.7 Accident or Emergency 

3.7.1 If, by reason of force majeure any substances or articles are deposited 

otherwise than as permitted as part of the Licensed Activities or in the 

Licensed Area full details of the circumstances shall be notified to the 

Licensing Authority within 48 hours of the incident occurring. 

3.7.2 If it is necessary for the Licence Holder to recover or remove any 

equipment, plant or machinery used to undertake the Licensed Activities 

that have been dropped as a result of an accident or emergency, the 

Licence Holder is permitted to do so provided that the methodology for 

such recovery or removal has been approved by the Licensing 

Authority. 

3.8 Distribution of Copies of this Licence 

The Licence Holder is required to ensure that a copy of this Licence and any special 

conditions thereto is given to: 

• All agent(s), contractor(s) and sub-contractor(s) whose names have been 

provided to the Licensing Authority pursuant to condition 3.2; and 

• The Masters of any vessels and transport managers responsible for the 

vehicles employed in the pursuance of this Licence whose details have been 

submitted to the Licensing Authority pursuant to condition 3.4. 

3.9 Inspection of Documents 

Copies of this Licence shall be made available at the following locations: 

• at the address of the Licence Holder specified in section 1.2; 

• at any site office, located at or adjacent to the Licensed Area, used by the 

Licence Holder or its agent(s), contractor(s) or sub-contractor(s) responsible for 

the loading transportation or deposit of any substances or articles permitted as 

part of the Licensed Activities;  

• on board each vessel or vehicle carrying out Licensed Activities. 

The documents referred to in this Condition shall be available at all reasonable times 

for inspection by officers appropriately authorised by the Licensing Authority and 

authorised Marine Enforcement Officers at the locations stated in that paragraph. 

Vessels, Plant and Equipment 

3.10 Notified Contractors, Vessels and/or Vehicles only to Carry out Licensed 

Activities  

Only those agent(s), contractor(s), sub-contractor(s), vessels and/or vehicles whose 

details have been notified to the Licensing Authority may operate under the terms of 

this Licence. Any changes must be notified to and be approved by the Licensing 

Authority in writing prior to any such agent(s), contractor(s), sub-contractor(s) vessels 
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or vehicles carrying out any Licensed Activities pursuant to or otherwise operating 

under this Licence. 

3.11 Refuelling of Plant and Equipment  

The Licence Holder must ensure that plant, vehicles and machinery are not refuelled 

on the foreshore or in the sea. 

3.12 Equipment, Structures and Access 

The Licence Holder must ensure that all equipment, temporary structures, access 

tracks, waste and/or debris associated with the Licensed Activities are removed on 

completion of the Licensed activities. 

Safety  

3.13 Removal of Deposited Material 

If the Licensing Authority considers it necessary or advisable for the safety of 

navigation, the Licence Holder must remove any deposit specified by the Licensing 

Authority or Marine Enforcement Officers within one month of notice being given by the 

Licensing Authority, and not shall not replace such material until the Licensing Authority 

has given its written approval. 

Pollution control 

3.14 Pollution Prevention 

The Licence Holder must ensure that pollution prevention best practice is adhered to 

at all times. Any incidents must be reported to the Licensing Authority as soon as 

possible using the hotline number 0300 065 3000. 

3.15 Spillage of Pollutants 

The Licence Holder must employ bunding, storage facilities and spill kits to contain and 

prevent the release of fuel, oils and chemicals associated with the plant, refuelling and 

construction equipment into the marine environment. Secondary containment must be 

used with a capacity of no less than 110% of the container's storage capacity. 

3.16 Coatings 

The Licence Holder must ensure that any coatings/treatments used in carrying out the 

Licensed Activities are suitable for use in the marine environment and are used in 

accordance with best environmental practice. 

3.17 Prevention of Disposal of Man-made Debris  

The Licence Holder must ensure that all reasonable precautions are taken to prevent 

the disposal of man-made debris to the marine environment. Such material must be 

removed immediately and be disposed of appropriately.  If it is not possible to prevent 

manmade debris from entering the marine environment during the Licensed Activities, 

the Licensed Activities must cease immediately. 

3.18 Cleanliness of Equipment 
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The Licence Holder must ensure that equipment, machinery and PPE are washed with 

freshwater and/or thoroughly airdried before deployment and before moving between 

locations. 

Activity-specific conditions 

3.19 Additional Notification Upon Completion 

The Licence Holder must inform the Licensing Authority, of the location of all completed 

samples within 10 days of completion of the work. 

3.20 Grab Samples - Sensitive Species 

The Licence Holder must ensure that in the event of removal of any sensitive species 

designated by NRW under Schedule 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016, no further 

removals occur at that location, or within 20 metres of that location. 

3.21 Removal Activity – Artefacts 

The Licence Holder must ensure that any artefacts found during the Licensed Activities 

are reported through the Marine Portable Antiquities Scheme. 

Sensitive Area Conditions 

3.22 Vehicular Access 

The Licence Holder must ensure that vehicular access across coastal habitats that 

form part of the interest features of a Sensitive Area, is not used unless specified in the 

Sensitive Area Method Statement. 

3.23 Equipment and Materials 

The Licence Holder must ensure that any equipment or materials used do not enter the 

marine environment within the interest features of a Sensitive Area, unless specified in 

the Sensitive Area Method Statement.  
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4 INTERPRETATION 

In this Licence terms are as defined in section 115 of the Marine and Coastal Access 

Act unless otherwise stated. 

(a)  “2009 Act” means the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009; 

(b) “Approved Application” means the Band 1 Marine Licence Application Form 

together with the Approved Supporting Documents;  

(c) “Approved Supporting Documents” means the documents supporting, or 

supplementary to, the Approved Application, submitted prior to the Licence Issue Date, 

listed in the Table at paragraph 2.4 above; 

(d) “Commencement” means the first undertaking of any Licensed Activities; 

(e) "Force majeure” may be deemed to apply when, due to stress of weather or any 

other cause, the master of a vessel determines that it is necessary to deposit the 

substances or articles because the safety of human life and/or of the vessel is 

threatened; 

(f) “Licensed Activities” means the activities authorised by this licence as specified 

in 2.2; 

(g) “Licensed Area” means the area within which Licensed Activities are authorised 

by this Licence as specified in section 2.3; 

(h) “Licence Holder” means the person(s) or organisation(s) named in section 1.2 to 

whom this licence is granted; 

(i) “Licence Period” means the period beginning with the Licence Start Date and 

ending on the Licence End Date; 

(j) “Licensing Authority” means Natural Resources Wales acting on behalf of the 

Welsh Ministers; 

(k) “Marine Enforcement Officers” means the relevant officers appointed by Welsh 

Ministers under section 235 of the 2009 Act, contact details for whom are provided in 

paragraph 5; 

(l) “Marine Licence Application Form” means the application form forming part of 

the application referred to in paragraph 1.1; 

(m) “MCZ” means Marine Conservation Zone; 

(n) “Ramsar site” means a wetland site designated of international importance under 

the Ramsar Convention; 

(o) “SAC” means Special Area of Conservation; 

(p) “Sensitive Area” means any designated or proposed protected area (SPA, SAC, 

MCZ, SSSI or Ramsar site), or any other habitat identified by Natural Resources Wales 

as sensitive as at the date of this Licence; 
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(q) “Sensitive Area Method Statement” means the Method Statement(s) forming part 

of the Approved Application or Approved Supporting Documents; 

(r) “SPA” means Special Protection Area; 

(s) “SSSI” means Site of Special Scientific Interest; 

(t) “Works” means any construction activities comprised in the Licensed Activities 

and, where the context permits, includes any plant, equipment or materials used to 

carry out those activities or operations but excludes monitoring, minor routine 

maintenance or other ongoing operational activities following completion of any 

construction activities; 

(u) all times shall be taken to be the time in Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) on any given 

day; 

(v) all co-ordinates shall be taken to be latitude and longitude decimal degree (WGS 

84). 

(w) in the event of any discrepancy between the coordinates listed in paragraph 2.4 

and the plan attached at Appendix 1, the coordinates shall take precedence. 

5 CONTACTS 

Except where otherwise indicated, the primary point of contact with the 

Licensing Authority and the address for returns, correspondence is: 

Marine Licensing Team 
Natural Resources Wales 
Permitting Service 
Welsh Government Offices  
Cathays Park  
King Edward VII Avenue 
Cardiff 
CF10 3NQ 
 
Tel: 0300 065 3000 
Email: marinelicensing@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk 

 
Welsh Government Marine Enforcement Officers may be contacted at:  

Welsh Government 

Suite 3 

Cedar Court 

Haven’s Head Business Park 

Milford Haven Pembrokeshire 

SA73 3LS 

Tel: 03000 253500 
Email: wfmccmpc@gov.wales  

  

mailto:marinelicensing@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
mailto:wfmccmpc@gov.wales
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Appendix 1 
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Appendix 2 

Latitude               Longitude 

53.59343765        4.800512779 

53.59479616        4.780018963 

53.58905583        4.794781298 

53.58317331        4.80871781 

53.57693949        4.82200097 

53.5739512          4.851506781 

53.5800901          4.900870998 

53.57999168        4.903102338 

53.578993            4.909356719 

53.57132607        4.922166274 

53.56293378        4.931933148 

53.55775971        4.940001583 

53.55534413        4.94481292 

53.55501915        4.945447212 

53.55228597        4.949322429 

53.54656772        4.961995726 

53.53941411        4.976032592 

53.53161821        4.988586077 

53.52774624        4.996506938 

53.52687545        5.00180705 

53.52594317        5.004327947 

53.52422902        5.008969188 

53.52341526        5.011917815 

53.51873777        5.025906151 

53.51741146        5.033596296 

53.51545174        5.045177319 

53.51548802        5.0493573 

53.52208348        5.088507819 

53.52741058        5.110753582 

53.54534469        5.158183206 

53.54571515        5.180376582 

53.54690571        5.197842864 

53.54158643        5.216177636 

53.54159046        5.260613742 

53.5428488          5.283337309 
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53.55192031        5.283342744 

53.55509832        5.206994487 

53.55544008        5.189875451 

53.55426574        5.174913 

53.55003177        5.156519618 

53.5447693          5.139678156 

53.56799436        5.076800046 

53.58219182        5.066316487 

53.59480623        5.044279045 

53.5962874          5.040723538 

53.59627246        5.029977739 

53.59450788        5.018438251 

53.59265084        5.00376734 

53.59178273        4.973247575 

53.59118167        4.944071211 

53.58996              4.925112381 

53.59197264        4.870790171 

53.59343765        4.800512779 

53.59343765        4.800512779 

53.58671681        4.884896226 

53.58586743        4.924684594 

53.58911355        5.005624677 

53.59229436        5.031298109 

53.59128093        5.039605785 

53.57950652        5.059901088 

53.56532521        5.070522848 

53.54048006        5.130662547 

53.53142727        5.107301684 

53.52697903        5.088748743 

53.52556091        5.0803657 

53.5248979          5.075580698 

53.5223638          5.061486789 

53.51996406        5.047325656 

53.52225945        5.034522528 

53.52325742        5.02870168 

53.52851507        5.020307342 

53.53017066        5.014365649 

53.53386065        5.001819712 
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53.53657854        4.996273649 

53.55721041        4.957158491 

53.55981512        4.953458604 

53.56264883        4.947835953 

53.5671687          4.940779641 

53.57871361        4.927335426 

53.58383218        4.911448252 

53.58442525        4.892242483 

53.58301872        4.865605584 

53.58222883        4.851642002 

53.58357405        4.840203933 

53.58361347        4.839979032 

53.58817436        4.832169319 

53.58671681        4.884896226 

53.29912177        3.581751346 

53.29613042        3.579490121 

53.2951909          3.584128514 

53.29763645        3.585857382 

53.29857653        3.588451066 

53.30380282        3.612728575 

53.30800298        3.619257198 

53.31982286        3.634800838 

53.34731113        3.662969607 

53.36587943        3.701264869 

53.38090281        3.706908815 

53.39170134        3.710997501 

53.3961864          3.717087929 

53.39618586        3.717178155 

53.40411726        3.727073788 

53.40663914        3.735074477 

53.40738937        3.738772985 

53.41844411        3.792336618 

53.44184632        3.91037011 

53.46209028        3.995937735 

53.47734682        4.056417242 

53.50751723        4.153356631 

53.53908986        4.247986517 

53.55366387        4.29010974 
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53.5542738          4.299367035 

53.56667885        4.339310439 

53.57496109        4.39334059 

53.57780445        4.437176974 

53.58074527        4.550796748 

53.5795469          4.69732288 

53.58451815        4.788032214 

53.57707541        4.814242739 

53.57693949        4.82200097 

53.58321062        4.808628759 

53.58905583        4.794781298 

53.59479616        4.780018963 

53.59432734        4.747797216 

53.59066697        4.708073453 

53.59066783        4.708013049 

53.59100169        4.552230005 

53.59099663        4.551927628 

53.59099663        4.551927628 

53.58959868        4.467522962 

53.58959868        4.467522962 

53.58297351        4.397713063 

53.58287256        4.397120584 

53.58287256        4.397120584 

53.5729996          4.335175715 

53.56017608        4.293901236 

53.56017608        4.293901236 

53.56003703        4.293459149 

53.56001024        4.293443234 

53.54298515        4.244252673 

53.51147108        4.149769264 

53.48141132        4.053202881 

53.46624904        3.993082488 

53.4460728          3.907795383 

53.42270295        3.789917728 

53.41163827        3.736334152 

53.41077444        3.73209177 

53.40761742        3.722063902 

53.40058677        3.713296441 
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53.40055063        3.713325918 

53.39372007        3.704053368 

53.38188978        3.699588502 

53.3683909          3.694512833 

53.35030926        3.657232274 

53.32239041        3.62863851 

53.30617666        3.607314856 

53.30322557        3.593557129 

53.30183872        3.586800243 

53.29912177        3.581751346 

UTM 30N WGS84 


