While the WRP has been approved- i.e. that we agree in principle that the proposed activity is recovery; however the variation application still needs to include supporting documentation on the risks and operational methodology of the activity. It is not simply a case of applying to amend the tonnages in the permit. 

Because of this the application is not duly made and we must return it to you. See below for further details should you wish to re-apply.

Natural Resources Wales / Depositing waste for recovery guidance

Application type
1. Due to the above, the variation type is not minor technical, but a normal variation, as we need to assess technical information. 

Application fee
2. As this is a normal variation, the fee made up of a base charge and relevant component charges as set out below: 
	Base fee: Normal Variation
	£8,303

	Component charge: Assessment / documentation of other protected sites
	£201

	Component charge: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) assessment
	£306

	Total
	£8,810



In addition to the above, deposit for recovery assessments (e.g. Hydrogeological risk assessment, stability risk assessment etc.) is charged at a rate of £125/hr. This charge will be invoiced in arrears.

Applied for changes
Should you re-apply, the following information needs to be confirmed:
3. That annual tonnage is not changing from 200,000 tonnes per annum
4. That the amount of waste to be stored at any one time is not proposed to be increased from what is already permitted.
5. That the tonnage to complete the work specified in the approved waste recovery plans will be changing from 779,000 tonnes to 988,000 tonnes- an increase of 209,000 tonnes. The Waste Recovery Plan just states increase of 110,000m3.

Supporting Documents 
6. ASH Resource Management, Cambrian Quarry ERA
The risk assessment supplied with the application doesn’t assess the risk of the overall scheme. The risk assessment is fairly simplistic and doesn’t appear to be site specific to the proposed change, activity or location. The risk assessment (and application has a whole) has been written from the perspective of the physical action of depositing the waste, not assessing the risks of the impacts of the deposit.
The risk assessment should include information on the following:
General sections:
· Site operations
· Maintenance
· Accidents
· Training and records
· Normal and abnormal operating conditions
Contents:
· Pollution/hazard source
· Receptor that can be affected
· sources
· Pathway
· Harm that could be caused
· Solutions
· Actions
The risk assessment is very general and are not site specific to the proposed change, activity or location
Areas of Risk:
· Any discharges to surface or groundwater
· Accidents e.g. flooding, fire, electric shock etc
· Odour
· Noise
· Vibration
· Dust
· Pests
· Litter
· Fire
· Flooding and flood plains
While the risk assessment includes these headings, they are not site specific to the proposed change, activity or location.
Protected/designated sites:
· areas of outstanding natural beauty (AONBs)- the site is partially in Bryniau Clwyd A Dyffryn Dyfrdwy/Clwydian Range And Dee Valley AoNB.
· sites of special scientific interest (SSSIs)- the site is within Chwarel Cambrian / Cambrian Quarry, Gwernymynydd SSSI.
· ancient woodlands- there is a Restored Ancient Woodland Site to the south west
· flooding- there are small areas of risk from surface and small watercourse flooding
· protected habitats/species- there are protected species and habitats within the site boundary that ned to be identified and risks managed.
· Historic monuments/World heritage sites- The quarry itself and large amount of mine and mine related infrastructure is designated.
· source protection zones/aquifers- the site is on a bedrock aquifer, but not superficial aquifer or source protection zone.
· local wildlife sites- the Coed Fron Newydd LWS is north of the site, and Bryngwyn Quarries LWS is south of the site
· local residents- located along the  main roads to the north and east of the site
None of the above have been specifically listed, or risk assessed. They are only referred to in very general terms which do not meet the requirements of a site specific risk assessment.
· surface water courses (sinks/issues/springs/wells etc.) are mentioned in general terms "All surface waters close to and downstream of site”. However our records did not show any surface water courses, which is confirmed in the EMS provided.
Risk assessment guidance:
· Natural Resources Wales / Carry out a risk assessment for a bespoke permit to deposit waste for recovery
· Risk assessments for your environmental permit - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

7. Conceptual Site Model
Any deposit for recovery application should include a conceptual site model to show that the design of your proposed site is suitable. No conceptual site model was supplied with the application. See our guidance for information on what should be included: Landfill operators: environmental permits - Plan the environmental setting of your site - Guidance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
Note there may be overlap in the information held with the conceptual site model, environmental setting and site design report, risk assessment, stability risk assessment and hydrogeological risk assessment.

8. Environmental Setting And Site Design Report
Any deposit for recovery application should include an environmental setting and site design report to help you to assess the risks that your activity might pose to the environment, and show how you will prevent or minimise any risk. No environmental setting and site design report was supplied with the application. See our guidance for information on what should be included: Landfill operators: environmental permits - What to include in your environmental setting and site design report - Guidance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
Note there may be overlap in the information held with the conceptual site model, environmental setting and site design report, risk assessment, stability risk assessment and hydrogeological risk assessment.

9. Stability Risk Assessment
Your conceptual site model and environmental setting and site design report should identify if a stability risk assessment is required for this variation. Where stability is not an issue it should be stated that it has been screened out, and the reason why been given. We have noted that mine workings are mentioned in older reports and these should also be looked at in relation to the works and stability of the site. See our guidance for information on what should be included, if a stability risk assessment is required: Landfill operators: environmental permits - How to do a stability risk assessment: landfill sites for inert waste or deposit for recovery activities - Guidance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
Note there may be overlap in the information held with the conceptual site model, environmental setting and site design report, risk assessment, stability risk assessment and hydrogeological risk assessment.

10. Hydrogeological Risk Assessment 
Your conceptual site model and environmental setting and site design report should identify if a hydrogeological risk assessment (HRA) is required for this variation. Where a HRA is not required it should be stated that it has been screened out to demonstrate it has been considered.
Our guidance sets out when a hydrogeological risk assessment is required and what information should be included: Landfill operators: environmental permits - What to include in your hydrogeological risk assessment - Guidance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
Note there may be overlap in the information held with the conceptual site model, environmental setting and site design report, risk assessment, stability risk assessment and hydrogeological risk assessment.
