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1 Badger survey technical report 
1.1 Introduction 

1.1.1.1 This document forms Volume 7, Annex 3.12: Badger survey technical report of the 
Environmental Statement for the Mona Offshore Wind Project. 

1.1.1.2 This technical report presents the results of the badger Meles meles desk study and 
field surveys undertaken between April and July 2023 and September and October 
2023 to inform Volume 3, Chapter 3: Onshore ecology of the Environmental Statement. 

1.1.1.3 The desk study and field surveys were designed to determine the presence or likely 
absence of this species.  

1.1.1.4 Two separate areas have been defined for the purposes of this technical report. These 
include the ‘study area’, which describes the geographical extent subject to desk based 
research, and the ‘survey area’, which describes the area of land subject to site-
specific surveys. The extent of the study area and the survey area were selected to 
ensure data was collected for the Mona Onshore Development Area and the 
surroundings that may support this species and may reasonably be affected by the 
Mona Offshore Wind Project. The extent of the study area and the survey area were 
discussed and agreed with the onshore ecology Expert Working Group (EWG). 

1.1.1.5 To protect the welfare of badgers, information pertaining to the location of badgers 
identified following desk based research and field surveys have been removed. A 
separate version of this technical report containing confidential data is available upon 
request to those with a legitimate need to view this information. 

1.2 Study area 

1.2.1.1 The study area comprises the Mona Onshore Development Area, landward of Mean 
Low Water Springs (MLWS), and a 2 km buffer (‘the badger study area’).The location 
and geographic extent of the badger study area is presented in Figure 1.1 of this 
technical report. 

1.3 Survey area 

1.3.1.1 Following the commencement of badger surveys, the Mona Onshore Development 
Area has been refined and now occupies a smaller geographical area. As such, the 
area of land subject to badger surveys (‘the badger survey area’) extends beyond the 
current iteration of the Mona Onshore Development Area. The results from surveys 
undertaken beyond the Mona Onshore Development Area (i.e. surveys undertaken 
based on an earlier design iterations) have been included in this technical report 
because they provide further context regarding the ecological sensitivity of the wider 
area and to inform Volume 3, Chapter 3: Onshore ecology of the Environmental 
Statement (where relevant). All the ecological data collected as part of the 
Environmental Statement for the Mona Offshore Wind Project has been made publicly 
available through the relevant data records centre. 

1.3.1.2 Adopting a survey area that is greater in extent than the Mona Onshore Development 
Area is in accordance with the precautionary approach. It ensures that the 
Environmental Statement is accurately informed with data from within the Mona 
Onshore Development Area (i.e. that may be subject to direct impacts) and data from 
outside the Mona Onshore Development Area (i.e. that may be subject to indirect 
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impacts). The location and geographic extent of the badger survey area is presented 
in Figure 1.1 of this technical report. 
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Figure 1.1: The badger study area and survey area. 
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Figure 1.2: Badger setts recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information). 
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Figure 1.3: Badger setts recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information). 
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Figure 1.4: Badger setts recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information). 
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Figure 1.5: Badger setts recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information). 
 



 MONA OFFSHORE WIND PROJECT  

Document Reference: F7.3.12 

 Page 14 of 70 

 
Figure 1.6: Badger setts recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information). 
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Figure 1.7: Badger setts recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information). 
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Figure 1.8: Badger setts recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information). 
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Figure 1.9: Badger setts recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information).  
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Figure 1.10: Badger setts recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information). 
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Figure 1.11: Badger setts recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information). 
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Figure 1.12: Badger field signs recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information). 
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Figure 1.13: Badger field signs recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information). 
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Figure 1.14: Badger field signs recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information). 
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Figure 1.15: Badger field signs recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information). 
 
 



 MONA OFFSHORE WIND PROJECT  

Document Reference: F7.3.12 

 Page 25 of 70 

 

 

Figure 1.16: Badger field signs recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information). 



 MONA OFFSHORE WIND PROJECT  

Document Reference: F7.3.12 

 Page 26 of 70 

 
Figure 1.17: Badger field signs recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information). 
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Figure 1.18: Badger field signs recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information). 
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Figure 1.19: Badger field signs recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information). 
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Figure 1.20: Badger field signs recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information). 
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Figure 1.21: Badger field signs recorded within badger survey area (removed – confidential information). 
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