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Seazou Aquaculture Ltd Seaweed Farm  
Consultation Summary  
1 Introduction  
The following document outlines the consultation that have been done as part of the marine license 

application for the Seazou Aquaculture Ltd Seaweed Farm. The document outlines the dates and 

names of the organisations consulted, a summary of the issues raised, how these have been 

considered and resolved (or not) in the application, and where the relevant information can be found 

in the supporting documents. 

The location of the seaweed farm is shown in Figure 1 below. Please refer the Farm Overview 

document for further details of the seaweed farm and marine license application.  

 

Figure 1: Seaweed farm location map 

The key consultees that have been contacted are as follows:  

• Public Consultation  

o The Southgate and Pennard Community  

o The Pennard Community Council 

• For nature conservation and environment: 

o NRW’s marine advisory service for activities within the Welsh inshore area (up to 

12nm) marine.advice@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk 

• For navigation: 

o Trinity House 

o Maritime and Coastguard Agency 

o RNLI The Mumbles Lifeboat Station  

o Swansea Marina 

o Swansea Yacht and Sub Aqua Club 

• For archaeology and historic environment: 

o Glamorgan–Gwent Archaeological Trust 

o Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales 

• For fisheries: 

o Welsh Government Marine and Fisheries Division 

o Welsh Fishermen’s Association 
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2 Consultation Summary  
Consultation  Summary of Discussion Key Issues Raised  Impact to Submission  
The Southgate and Pennard 
Community 

The summary of the public 
consultation discussion is included 
in Appendix A.  

The key issues raised were: 
1. The impact of the farm on local 

fishermen, particularly the local 
whelk fishermen. 

2. The visual impact of the farm on 
local residences located along E 
Cliff Road and W Cliff Road.  

3. The environmental impact of 
the farm and the plan for 
decommissioning.  

1. There is inevitably going to be 
some impact to local fishermen, 
but there is a commitment from 
Seazou Aquaculture to work 
with the local fishermen in 
order to minimize the impact 
whilst realizing the potential 
mutual benefit.  

2. A study has been undertaken on 
the extent of the visual impact 
of the seaweed farm on the 
residences along E Cliff and W 
Cliff Roads. This is included in 
Appendix B of the Farm 
Overview Document. 7 out of 
the 50 residences will have a 
significant view of the seaweed 
farm.  

3. The application outlines the 
environmental impact of the 
seaweed farm. There is a 
commitment from Seazou 
Seaweed Ltd to maintain a bond 
for decommissioning of the 
seaweed farm.  

The Pennard Community Council     

NRW’s marine advisory service  The summary of the consultation 
with NRW’s marine advisory service 
is included in Appendix C. 

The NRW’s marine advisory service 
has been providing guidance 
throughout the process of preparing 
the application. No further advice is 

The Water Framework Directive 
Assessment and Th Biosecurity Plan 
have been prepared as per the 
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required as the environmental 
impact assessments contained in 
the application have been 
undertaken as per the guidance and 
using the template provided on the 
NRW’s website.  

guidance and using the template 
provided on the NRW’s website. 

Trinity House  The summary of the consultation 
with Trinity House is included in 
Appendix D. 

Trinity House have been consulted 
and they have advised on the visible 
markers that will need to be 
provided with the farm.  

• The seaweed farm draft 
functional diagrams 

• The Navigational Risk 
Assessment 

Maritime and Coastguard Agency  The summary of the consultation 
with the Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency is included in Appendix E. 

The Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency have given guidance around 
the Navigational Risk Assessment. 
The MCA have reviewed the NRA 
and their comments have been 
captured in the NRA that has been 
submitted.   

• The Navigational Risk 
Assessment 

RNLI The Mumbles Life Boat Station  The summary of the consultation 
with the RNLI is included in 
Appendix F. 

No significant issues raised. 
Consultation used to inform the 
local marine users desk study in the 
Navigational Risk Assessment  

• The Navigational Risk 
Assessment 

Swansea Marina  The summary of the consultation 
with the Swansea Marina users is 
included in Appendix G. 

The key issues raised were:  
1. The impact of the farm on local 

fishermen 
2. The impact of the farm on local 

recreational vessels.  

1. There is inevitably going to be 
some impact to local fishermen, 
but there is a commitment from 
Seazou Aquaculture to work 
with the local fishermen in 
order to minimize the impact 
whilst realizing the potential 
mutual benefit.  

2. The impact on local recreational 
vessels has been considered in 
the Navigational Risk 
Assessment. 
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Swansea Yacht and Sub Aqua Club  The summary of the consultation 
with the Swansea Yacht and Sub 
Aqua Club is included in Appendix 
H. 

The key issue raised was that the 
seaweed farm would need to be lit 
at night in order for it be visible by 
any boats navigating in the dark.  

• The seaweed farm draft 
functional diagrams 

• The Navigational Risk 
Assessment 

Glamorgan – Gwent Archeological 
Trust 

The summary of the consultation 
with the Glamorgan – Gwent 
Archeological Trust is included in 
Appendix I. 

No significant issues raised. It was 
noted that the seaweed farm could 
disturb some unknow buried 
archaeological remains on the sea 
bed. 

The farm installation methodology 
will consider the required protocol if 
archeological remains are 
encountered.  

Royal Commission on the Ancient 

and Historical Monuments of Wales 

The summary of the consultation 
with the Royal Commission on the 
Ancient and Historical Monuments 
of Wales is included in Appendix J. 

No significant issues raised. It was 
noted that the seaweed farm could 
disturb some unknow buried 
archaeological remains on the sea 
bed. 

The farm installation methodology 
will consider the required protocol if 
archeological remains are 
encountered.  

Welsh Government Marine and 

Fisheries Division 

The summary of the consultation 
with the Welsh Government Marine 
and Fisheries Division is included in 
Appendix K. 

No issues raised.  N/A 

Welsh Fisherman’s Association  The summary of the consultation 
with the Welsh Fisherman’s 
Association is included in Appendix 
L. 

No significant issues raised. 
Consultation used to inform the 
local marine users desk study in the 
Navigational Risk Assessment  

The Navigational Risk Assessment 
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3 Appendix A: The Southgate and Pennard 

Community Public Consultation 
  



Seazou Aquaculture Ltd Seaweed Farm – Consultation Summary 
 

8 
25/04/2024 

Pennard Community Public Consultation  
Pennard Community Hall – 9th March 2024, 2pm 

On the 9th March Seazou Aquaculture, (Guy Macleod and Wross Lawrence), hosted a public 

consultation at the Pennard Community Hall. The consultation involved a short presentation 

outlining the seaweed farm project, followed by questions from the attendees. In total around 20 

members of the local community attended the consultation, with a mix of local residents and 4 local 

fishermen.  

Also attending the consultation was Donna Page, the Pembrokshire County Council aquaculture 

business development officer. The Gower Peninsular is outside of her jurisdiction, however, she 

supports the project and is an expert in the Welsh Government’s aquaculture policy.  

The presentation from the consultation is included in Appendix of this summary.  

Following the presentation the period of questioning covered the following topics:  

Fishermen – Why weren’t the fishermen been consulted on this project? There are fishermen 
fishing for pollock, lobster and whelks that use the area. There will be an impact to the fishermen’s 
livelihood.  
Seazou – This community consultation is an opportunity for local stakeholders to provide feedback 
on the project. In addition, Michael Bond, the assistant manager of Swansea Marina, has 
circulated the presentation to all the marina users and requested feedback on the project. There 
will be an impact to some fishermen, but it should be noted that seaweed farming is a 
regenerative farming technique which will benefit the fish stocks and ecology of the local water 
body.  
Donna Page – There are clearly benefits that could be realized if the fishermen and the seaweed 
farmers work closely together.  

Fishermen – Is Neil Thomas from Thomas Fisheries in South West Wales aware of the plans for the 
seaweed farm location? He fishes the area and will not be in favour of the proposed location as it 
will impact his fishing grounds.  
Seazou – No, Neil Thomas has not yet been consulted, however Wross knows Neil and will 
organize a discussion with him.  
Post Meeting Note: A discussion was held with Neil Thomas and he confirmed that the proposed 
location of the seaweed farm will have no impact on his commercial fishing in that area as they 
only fish the west side of Oxwich bay. Please refer to Appendix 14 for evidence of this discussion.  

Fishermen – Why don’t you place the farm in Swansea Bay?  
Seazou – The area to the east of Pwlldu Head is designated as protected marine environment, 
which would make it difficult to located the seaweed farm there.  
Post Meeting Note: The area to the east Pwlldu Head is designated as a ‘shellfish water protected 
area’. Shellfish water protected areas are areas designated for the protection of shellfish growth 
and production, so is more suitable for whelk and lobster fishing rather than seaweed farming.  

Resident – Do you have any better images of the seaweed farm to understand what visual impact 
it will have on the local residents, particularly those houses alone E Cliff Road and W Cliff Road?  
Seazou – We do not currently have detailed visualisations of the seaweed farm. We were reluctant 
to illustrate images from similar seaweed farms, such as Câr-y-Môr, as this might give a false 
impression of the scale of the farm. We will endeavor to prepare some images illustrating the view 
of the farm and circulate them to the community. It should be noted that the topography of the 
cliff top and the distance that the houses are set back from the cliff edge will mean that the 
majority of the houses will not have a view of the farm.   
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Resident – It is clear that the east side of the bay has been chosen for the seaweed farm because 
the Penrice Estate has blocked the option of having the farm on the west side of the bay where it 
could be viewed from the estate and Oxwich beach.  
Seazou – The selected location of the farm had nothing to do with the Penrice Estate. The east 
side of the bay was selected for the reasons outlined in the presentation, primarily the proximity 
to protected marine areas. To the west of Oxwich Point is the Carmarthan Bay and Estuaries 
Special Area of Conservation (SAC). 

Fishermen – The east of the bay is quite exposed and westerly winds can cause very rough sea 
conditions. They themselves have experienced instances where their whelk pots have come adrift 
and washed up on the shore. Also, the location of the farm is adjacent to the knol sand bank which 
in high seas can have waves breaking over it.  
Seazou – As noted in the presentation, the seaweed farm will be design by a marine engineering 
firm for the relevant storm scenarios. In addition, the farm will be monitored by regular 
inspections and will also be fitted with GPS tracking to monitor unusual movement. Seaweed 
farms are relatively flexible and are well suited to energetic seas.  

Fishermen – If you do not get support of the local fishermen then there is a chance that the 
seaweed farm infrastructure would be vandalized.  
Seazou – That warning has been noted.  

Resident – You note that there is already an active seaweed farm in Pembrokshire, so it would be 
good to understand their current track record and see images on what their farm looks like, which 
would then inform this consultation.  
Seazou – Yes, we will share some more information on the Câr-y-Môr seaweed farm.  

Resident – Can you go back through the environmental benefits of seaweed farming.  
Seazou – Seaweed farming is a regenerative farming technique which will benefit the ecology and 
biodiversity of the water. It is a very efficient carbon sequester with the carbon used by the 
seaweed to fuel its growth. Further down the chain the seaweed can be used as an organic 
fertilizer which farmers could then use on their fields in close proximity to the local water courses 
to de-pollute the water. It can be used as an organic animal feed which then has the added benefit 
of reducing the methane produced by the animals. The Welsh government are committed to 
developing the industry as a way of meeting their net zero objectives. It can also be used as an 
alternative to plastic packaging.  

Resident – What are the projected ecological impacts of the seaweed farm?  
Seazou – Seaweed farming is a regenerative farming technique which will benefit the ecology and 
biodiversity of the water rather than damage it. There are some environmental risks associated 
with seaweed farming such as: shading photosynthetic organisms on the seabed, (not an issue 
here as there are no protected habitats on the seabed, mammal entanglement and damaged 
equipment washing ashore. The last two risks will be managed through our mammal 
entanglement protocol and through the operation and maintenance strategy for the farm.  

Resident – Can you guarantee that in the event that the yield from the farm is lower than 
predicted you will not resort to hand harvesting seaweed along the shoreline? 
Seazou – Yes, we can guarantee that. You need another type of license if you want to commercially 
hand harvest seaweed.  

Resident – What happens if Seazou go bust – who would clear away the farm infrastructure?  
Seazou – Seazou would set aside an amount of capital, i.e. a bond, to make sure that there was 
always enough money to dismantle the seaweed farm infrastructure.  

Fishermen – Would there be an exclusion zone around the seaweed farm and would you stop 
people tying up to your moorings.  
Seazou – In theory the area between the lit marker would an exclusion zone but in practice it 
would not be possible to police.  

Resident – What are the next steps and how will the residents get the outstanding responses to 
the queries asked, particularly the question around the visual impact of the farm.  
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Seazou – We will follow up with additional information related to the visual impact of the farm 
and circulate it within the community. In addition, we will provide an email address for you to 
contact if you have any further comments or questions.  

Resident – Would it be possible to do a follow up consultation with a member of Natural 
Resources Wales in attendance?  
Donna Page – This could be possible and in addition it would be good to invite someone from Câr-
y-Môr to come down and present the seaweed farm so that the residents can better understand 
the benefits from an operating seaweed farm. 

Resident – You noted that the growing season was from October to May, but what happens with 
the farm over the summer, which will be the busiest season for the bay.  
Seazou – After the harvest in May, the growing line and floating buoys will be taken away, cleaned 
and put into storage. The perimeter buoys connected to the weighted blocks, and the lit marker 
buoys, will stay in situ.  

Resident – If you don’t do it will anyone else do it?  
Seazou – The answer is probably yes as this area has been earmarked in a number of documents 
as suitable for seaweed aquaculture.  

Resident – Are we able to see the application documentation, including the consultation minutes, 
from the other seaweed farms in Pembrokshire?  
Seazou – Yes, this information is available on the NRW’s public register.  

Resident – Will the anchor weights destroy the seabed?  
Seazou – The seabed in the location of the farm is sand and does not include any protected 
ecology. The weighted blocks used to anchor the farm will be formed from reef blocks which will 
create a manmade reef on the seabed and improve the ecology and the biodiversity of the water.  

Resident – What is the harvesting technique?  
Seazou – The seaweed will be harvested around May time each year, with some of the oarweed 
crop being allowed to grow slightly later into the summer. The seaweed will be harvested using a 
vessel fitting with a crane. The crane will hook and lift the seaweed line, ragging them onto the 
back of the boat. The seaweed will then be cut from the ropes. The crop will then be transported 
back to Swansea for its onward journey. The total harvest is estimated to be around 60 to 80 
tonnes but that will depend on the final configuration of the farm. 

 

Other positive feedback provided after the consultation came from:  

• Jay the founder of Earthly Rebels, (https://earthlyrebels.co.uk/), an organic skincare 

company based on the Gower. 

‘I just wanted to drop a line and say that I hope things are progressing with Seazou (I think it 

sounds great!), and that if I can do anything to help from this side, please don't hesitate to 

get in touch.’ 

• Toby, the owner of Pobbles Pizza in Southgate, (https://www.pobblespizza.com/).   

The key outputs from the consultation were:  

• More work is required to illustrate the visual impact of the seaweed farm to the local 

community. A visual assessment is now included in the Farm Overview Document.  

• Further discussions are required with the relevant fisheries agencies to see whether there is 

any way that the seaweed farm can operate along side existing fishing activities.  

• The local community have some concerns about the environmental impact of the seaweed 

farm and want to see that there is a commitment to decommissioning the farm if and when 

the farm stops operating.   

https://earthlyrebels.co.uk/
https://www.pobblespizza.com/
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Post Meeting Feedback 

Email from Sonia and Martin Jones – 11th March 
 
Presentation 
It was very difficult to hear you at times, partly because you were looking down to read from your 
notes. You need to look at and speak to the guys in the back row :)) 
It would help if you put the key points on the slides and used these as prompts to guide your 
speech so that you are looking at the audience more. 
Being able to look at the key points as we listen would also help to convey their importance to the 
audience. 
Content 
We didn’t get an initial sense of the potential benefits of the scheme. I think you need to put the 
‘Big Sell’ upfront - 
For example, you could have a lead slide highlighting the advantages of the scheme, eg: 
We want to develop this farm because it will benefit: 
The environment – reduce CO2, reduce the acidity of the sea... 
The local community – improved water quality (sewage outfall… 
Local fishermen – increase in marine life including fin fish & crustaceans... 
You need to convince people that there’s something in it for them. 
When you spoke about these aspects the supporting science didn’t always come across. There’s a 
lot of evidence already that such schemes work so tell us about these, perhaps highlight some 
statistics (again bullet point them on a slide), quote some research studies / official reports to help 
convince people it’s not just you trying to con us :) 
Can you include more photos & diagrams (large enough to see from the back)? They would help to 
convey what the farm would look like and might allay fears re visual intrusion. Could you obtain 
some photos from existing farms? It’s worth remembering that Gower is an AONB as well as an 
SSI. 
Also, could you get some before & after photos of the impact on the seabed and the surrounding 
water column to demonstrate the positive impact on the marine life? 
Also, there are risks & there will be problems – what steps are you incorporating into your 
operation to deal with these? What have the other farms experienced? How will your farm, its 
design & location differ? 
Returning to the benefits for the locality, I notice that Car y mor have involved the local schools. 
There’s tremendous scope here, especially once the farm is operating, for informative talks to 
various groups re the science & benefits. Car y mor also offer boat trips out to the farm – another 
potential income source as well as a new & valuable leisure opportunity? 
Finally, have you approached the National Trust about the scheme? (they own the cliffs) Their 

views might be helpful. 

Q &A session 
Maybe ‘chair’ this more – so that everyone gets a chance to speak & avoid certain interests 
dominating? 
One last point, your name - Seazou, made us think that you were an overseas company. Maybe 
something more ‘Welsh’ would be more appealing to people? 
 
Seazou Response – 15th March  
 
Thank you very much for your feedback. We have taken note of it and will make sure we do a 
better job of presenting the project and highlighting its benefits in the future. To follow up on 
some of your feedback:  
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• Yes, we'll put more information onto the slides. My preference for presenting is to have 
visually stimulating slides with the information relayed in what is being said. Slides with 
excessive amounts of text on them can be overwhelming for people. But we appreciate 
there is a happy medium and some more bullet points with the key facts would help.  

• I agree that the 'big sell' should have been clearer. We had put it into the first section of 
the presentation: the 'Introduction to Seaweed Farming' but if it didn't come across with 
enough clarity then we'll go back and relook at it.  

• There is indeed a lot of evidence out there supporting the environmental benefits of 
seaweed farming. For you reference you can refer to the following: 

https://www.worldwildlife.org/industries/farmed-seaweed 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001v2w4 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UL29ndxcYjg 
https://www.mcsuk.org/news/the-power-and-potential-of-
seaweed/?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwwMqvBhCtARIsAIXsZpaIqhnXhytEQdaUaUNaiiIiXQGGoN
r30RqghFwZypxlZ4m6GgBi7HMaArhTEALw_wcB 

• For the visual impact of the farm, this is definitely an area where we need to provide more 
information to the local community. So we are already in the process of preparing some 
visualisations of the seaweed farm from a number of locations along E Cliff Road and W 
Cliff Road. The farm will inevitably be visible from the cliff top path but we want to try and 
illustrate that, from the majority of the houses, the farm will not be visible due to the cliff 
topography and the fact that the houses are generally set back from the cliff top.  

• In terms of the risks associated with the farm operations, we will be consulting with other 
operating farms to make sure we are implementing the best farming methods and that 
our operations and maintenance strategies help to mitigate and manage the various risks 
associated with the farming activities.  

• We will definitely be exploring some of the additional ways of getting the local community 
involved in the farm, whether it be through engagement with local schools or organising 
boat trips to the farm.  

• We have not yet spoken to the National Trust, but definitely will do.  
Thanks again for your feedback and your interest in the project.  

Email from Alan Glass – 13th March 
 
I was at your presentation in Pennard on Saturday, but I was not one of the people that tried to 
give you a mauling.  I live in Oxwich, and am a long-standing Ward Councillor on Penrice 
Community Council.  A fellow councillor is Thomas Methuen-Campbell, owner of Penrice Estate, 
well known for being very "commercial", but Thomas has good environmental credentials, for  
which few people give him credit.  I have a good working relationship with him, respecting his 
rights to run a profitable business, but minimising disruption caused to local residents (I am 
particularly referring to the road into Oxwich on busy sunny days when his beach car-park is 
causing a tail-back). 
Most of my neighbors probably feel much as I do: proud to live in the UK's first AONB, and keen to 
act as its custodians.  I do not particularly want to look out on a grid of buoys, especially if they are 
flashing lights, but I think we must be prepared for some compromises if we are to play our part in 
addressing the issue of Global Warming.  The concept you are proposing is very exciting in this 
regard.  It will only make a small contribution to the UK's carbon footprint, but every little bit 
matters, and hopefully it can be replicated in other areas to build up a useful aggregated 
contribution.  Making a business out of something environmentally positive is very laudable, and is 
what I did for 25 years (helping people live and work in the countryside with polluting its streams 
and rivers). 
It seems to me that the fishermen have grabbed the moral high-ground.  They are nomads who 
have been periodically using whichever part of the bay takes their fancy.  The owner of the land 

https://www.worldwildlife.org/industries/farmed-seaweed
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001v2w4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UL29ndxcYjg
https://www.mcsuk.org/news/the-power-and-potential-of-seaweed/?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwwMqvBhCtARIsAIXsZpaIqhnXhytEQdaUaUNaiiIiXQGGoNr30RqghFwZypxlZ4m6GgBi7HMaArhTEALw_wcB
https://www.mcsuk.org/news/the-power-and-potential-of-seaweed/?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwwMqvBhCtARIsAIXsZpaIqhnXhytEQdaUaUNaiiIiXQGGoNr30RqghFwZypxlZ4m6GgBi7HMaArhTEALw_wcB
https://www.mcsuk.org/news/the-power-and-potential-of-seaweed/?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwwMqvBhCtARIsAIXsZpaIqhnXhytEQdaUaUNaiiIiXQGGoNr30RqghFwZypxlZ4m6GgBi7HMaArhTEALw_wcB
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(Crown Estate) may get some revenue from licenses, and will expect them to pay taxes to HMRC 
on their profits, but you are offering to pay your dues, and for the size of the area involved, it is 
probably a much better deal for the Crown.  The fishermen should expect to make some 
concessions.  I asked if there was any part of the bay they would find acceptable for your farm, 
and got the glib response "Yes, Swansea Bay".  I suspect you would just run up against a different 
set of fishermen to object, if you followed this advice. 
As well as being a Gower Ambassador, a few years ago I was elected Chairman of the Supporters 
Group for Gower, Wales, and UK for Tidal Lagoon Swansea Bay.  It still amazes me that the second 
highest tidal range in the world is not being harnessed to produce electricity predictably and 
reliably for 14 hours a day! 
I am not sure how I can help you get this scheme off the ground, but I wanted to let you know that 
not everyone in Gower is a NIMBY.  If you need a local sounding-board, please let me know.  I am 
sure you will do whatever you can to work with local vested interests and NRW etc., so do not give 
up on the fight. 
 
Seazou Response – 13th March  
 
Thank you very much for your kind email, and seeing the good in what we are trying to achieve 
with the seaweed farm. Sustainability is really at the heart of what we are doing.  
It was a tough consultation but the comments were not unexpected. We are now focusing on 
preparing some visualisations of what parts of the farm will be visible from the properties along E 
Cliff Road and W Cliff Road. The topography of the cliffs means that for the majority of the 
properties the view of the farm will be obscured by the terrain. However, there will be 3 or 4 
properties at the west end of W Cliff Road that will have a direct view of the farm. The big lesson 
learnt for us from the consultation was that we should have had these images ready to show 
during the presentation as I'm sure it would have dampened some of the concerns. Once we have 
the images ready, I will circulate them to as many people as I can. We will of course also work hard 
to minimise the visual impact of the buoys by limiting their size and number, and please note that 
it will only be the four special marker buoys that will flash. Below is a picture of Câr-y-Môr's test 
farm in St Davids, (they are currently in the process of upscaling to a larger scale farm). The image 
shows the floating buoys supporting the seaweed growing lines and the yellow special markers.  

 

Thank you for your appraisal of the fishermen's comments. The last thing we want to do is get on 
the wrong side of the fishermen. But there will inevitably have to be some concessions which will 
hopefully be minimised if we can proactively work together. Another lesson learnt from the 
consultation was that I wish I'd been more assured when talking about the designation of Swansea 
Bay. Swansea Bay is designated as a Shellfish Water Protected Area which is an area designated for 
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the protection of shellfish growth and production. So Swansea Bay is in fact an area designated for 
shellfish fishing and not seaweed farming! 
Thanks again and we will definitely take you up on the offer of being a local sounding board. 
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4 Appendix B: Pennard Community Council 
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Zoom meeting with the Pennard Community Council – 18th April 

2024, 3.30pm 

On the 18th April Seazou Aquaculture, (Guy Macleod and Wross Lawrence), had a zoom meeting with 

members of the Pennard Community Council. The meeting was hosted by Janet Crocker, the Clerk 

and RFO of the Pennard Community Council and attended by council members Cari Jones, Rachel 

Carter and Susan Rodaway.  

Seazou Aquaculture gave a presentation of the seaweed farm project. The presentation was similar 

to the one that was given at the Pennard Community Hall on the 9th March, but updated based on 

some feedback provided after the original presentation. The presentation now gave more emphasis 

to the environmental credentials of the project and how the local community would be involved and 

benefit from the project. It also looked in more detail at the visual impact of the farm.  

The key concern highlighted by Cari Jones and Susan Rodaway were of the visual impact of the 

seaweed farm. They noted that this area of the Gower Peninsular was loved by locals and tourists for 

having beautiful, unspoilt views. They noted that Three Cliffs Bay in particular was one of the most 

famous beaches in the UK. Seazou noted that there would indeed be a visual impact from the 

floating infrastructure, but that this would be mitigated as far as possible through the layout design 

and the choice of materials. It was noted that the farm would not be significantly visible from the 

beach at Foxhole but would be more visible from the elevated position of the clifftop path. In terms 

of Three Cliffs Bay, the visual impact would be limited as the seaweed farm is approximately 2km 

from the beach and over 2.5km from the elevated position of the Three Cliffs Bay Campsite.  

Susan Rodaway also highlighted that the Gower community was a very vocal and active community 

who would not be afraid of opposing something that they did not believe in. Susan queried why had 

the farm be positioned in the chosen location. There were lots of other locations that would be more 

suitable and have less impact to the local community. Seazou noted that the location had been 

chosen due to the fact the waters within the wider Oxwich Bay were not protected. Water further 

east towards Swansea Bay are designated as Shellfish Protected Waters and water further west 

towards Rhosili are designated as a Special Area of Conservation. And importantly, the area has been 

designated as suitable for seaweed aquaculture by the Welsh Government.  

Seazou noted that the infrastructure would be installed in stages with only a third of the lines placed 

in the water in the first year, which will be the research and proof of concept stage of the project. 

This phased installation would hopefully minimize the visual impact to the local community. Seazou 

will make every effort to work with the local community to bring them along the journey together.  

Rachel Carter noted that there was currently an issue with ghost fishing tackle being washed ashore 

and impacting the local wildlife and there was a concern that the seaweed farm would also create 

debris. Seazou noted that there would be a maintenance and inspection strategy in place that would 

mitigate the risk of infrastructure coming adrift, and in the unlikely event that something did come 

loose then there would also be a recovery and repair protocol.  

Rachel noted that there were often jet skiers in the summer months using the area of water where 

the farm was located. Seazou noted that small pleasure vessels such as jet skis had been considered 

in the navigation risk assessment. For small vessels such as jet skis there was a low risk of becoming 

entangled as the seaweed growing lines are submerged by 2m. But there would be a risk of the jet 

skis hitting the floating buoys. This risk had been noted in the navigation risk assessment and had 

been discussed with the RNLI and the Maritime and Coastguard Agency. In addition, the farm would 
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be lit by four special markers so that it would be visibly to vessels even at night. And finally, the farm 

would be added to all relevant nautical maps.  

Rachel Carter, who is a terrestrial ecologist, was generally in favour of the project but encouraged 

Seazou to make sure that the benefits to the local community were clearly stated and followed 

through with.  

Cari Jones and Susan Rodaway understood the environmental credentials of the project and the need 

for these sorts of sustainable, green initiatives to tackle climate change, but they did not think that 

the Pennard Cliffs was the right place for the farm on the grounds of visual impact.   
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5 Appendix C: NRW’s marine advisory service 
 

The following email outlines the consultation that has been undertaken with the NRW’s marine 

advisory service.  
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6 Appendix D: Trinity House 
 

The following email outlines the consultation that has been undertaken with Trinity House.  
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7 Appendix E: Maritime and Coastguard 

Agency 
 

The following email outlines the consultation that has been undertaken with the Maritime and 

Coastguard Agency (MCA).  

  

























Seazou Aquaculture Ltd Seaweed Farm – Consultation Summary 
 

21 
25/04/2024 

8 Appendix F: RNLI The Mumbles Life Boat 

Station  
 

On Friday 23rd February 2024, a discussion was held with Mr Josh Stewart, the coxswain at the 

Mumbles Lifeboat Station. The following email outlines the details of the discussion.  
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9 Appendix G: Swansea Marina 
 

Mchael Bond, the assistant manager of Swansea Marina circulated a slide deck outlining the 

seaweed farm project to the marina users mailing list on the 2nd March. The users were asked to 

send any comments or queries directly to Seazou Aquaculture. The following schedule outline the 

discussions that took place with the Swansea Marina users.  

  



Consultation Record

Name Company In person / Online Date Comments (1) Received Response (1) Sent Comments (2) Received Response (2) Sent 
Josh Stewart (Coxswain) RNLI Telephone conversation 23/02/2024 n/a n/a Summary of discussion:

- In general, there were no significant concerns with the location and/or arrangement of the seaweed farm.
- Josh confirmed the understanding that it would mainly be pleasure vessels using the water in the vicinity of the seaweed farm, with larger vessels using 
routes further out to sea.
- The pleasure vessels would typically be transiting between Swansea or Mumbles and the beaches at Oxwich Bay.
- Josh confirmed that the 800m distance between the shoreline and the seaweed farm would be sufficient for vessels who were transiting along the 
coast, and for those vessels transiting between Pwlldu Head and Oxwich Point, as long as the farm has sufficient visible markers, vessels would be able to 
make a small adjustment to their route in order to avoid the farm.
- Guy informed Josh that Seazou were in discussions with Trinity House with regards to suitable visible markers and the current proposal was to have 4 lit 
special markers, one at each corner of the farm. This arrangement would be confirmed once Trinity House had reviewed the marine licence application.
- Josh also noted that we should speak with the local fishing clubs to see whether any local fishermen used the area.
- Josh noted that there were significant tides and currents in the area and that this would need to be taken into consideration in the design of the farm 
infrastructure. 
- Guy noted that the seaweed farm would not be an impenetrable barrier and the risk of collision or entanglement of any smaller vessels and the farm 
infrastructure would be low as the marker buoys would be spaced at around 25m and the horizontal longlines growing the seaweed would be submerged 
2m below the surface of the water.
- Josh noted that once the farm had been installed, complete with the recommended markers, and the local navigational charts had been updated, then it 
was the responsibility of the vessels themselves to avoid the seaweed farm.
- Guy took Josh through the operation and maintenance regime for the farm and he had no concerns. It was noted that the farm would be provided with 
GPS tracking and that any unusual movement would trigger a visual inspection in addition to the regular inspections.

04/03/2024

George Pettifore (Commadore)
Christine Battersby (Secretary)
2 x committee members

Swansea Yacht and Sub 
Aqua Club 

In person meeting 29/02/2024 n/a n/a Summary of discussion: 
- In general, the representatives present at the meeting did not have any significant issues with the proposed seaweed farm. 
- The Commodore's primary concern was that the farm would need to have lit, visible markers to alert any vessels travelling at night to the size and 
location of the farm. He noted that typically vessels travelling along the coast would traverse Oxwich Bay travelling from Pwlldu Head and Oxwich Point. 
They would therefore need to adjust their course slightly to avoid the farm. 
- We informed the representatives that we were in discussions with Trinity House with regard to suitable visible markers and the current proposal was to 
have 4 lit special markers, one at each corner of the farm. This arrangement would be confirmed once Trinity House had reviewed the marine licence 
application. 
- One of the committee members queried who was behind the proposal and what the maximum size of the farm would be. We informed him that this 
was a self-funded, private venture and that the size of the farm would not exceed the 25hectare (500m x 500m) plot as defined in the marine license 
application. 
- We informed the representatives that the farm would be installed, operated and maintained using a vessel birthed in Swansea Marina. We outlined the 
typical operational cycle of the farm with the seeded ropes being placed in October/ November and the seaweed harvest being done in May/ June. It was 
noted that the eventual yield from the farm would around 50 to 60 tonnes. The seaweed would be harvested over a couple of weeks with all operations 
and transport sone through Swansea Marina. One of the committee members noted that there would be some impact on the local road network and it 
was therefore very important for the local council to be aware and in favour of the project. 

TBD

Philip Garvey Mumbles Motor Boat & 
Fishing Club 

Email circulation via the 
Swansea Marina 

n/a I have read your proposal.

1. Can you provide images of what the site will look like when completed.  
2. How large will be the no go area in terms of fishing and pleasure boats.
3. Will the construction be from land or by Sea.

I am asking on behalf of Mumbles Motor Boat & Fishing Club. (MMBFC)

02/03/2024 Thank you for taking the time to review the seaweed farm proposal and responding to the consultation. My name is Guy Macleod and together with my 
brother in law Wross Lawrence we are Seazou Aquaculture Ltd and have put together the proposal for the seaweed farm in Oxwich Bay. 
The answers to your questions are as follows: 
1. Please see attached an image of the site showing the seaweed lines. The seaweed lines will be arranged in three banks of 20x 100m long lines.
2. The overall area of the licensed farm will be 500mx500m (25 hectares). The farm will be marked by 4 special lit markers, one at each corner, and 
relevant nautical charts will be updated to show the farm's location. The farm will have no further constraints beyond the 25 hectare area.
3. The construction will be done by sea using a vessel out of Swansea Marina. 

05/03/2024 Thanks Guy. It all seems good to me. One remaining question? How is the seaweed collected how often and where is it taken? I think that's 3 questions. 06/03/2024 The seeded lines will be placed in the water in October/ November. It will then be harvested in May/ June. Harvesting will be done by lifting the lines onto 
a vessel, one by one, and then cutting the seaweed by hand. The seaweed will then be taken to Swansea Marina to be loaded onto trucks. Installation, 
operation and maintenance of the farm will be done via a vessel out of Swansea Marina. 
Hopefully that answers your questions, but please don't hesitate to email again if you have any further questions. 

06/03/2024

Chris Williams n/a Email circulation via the 
Swansea Marina 

n/a I would like to state my interest in this matter and be advised of all developments, announcements, presentations or any opportunity to state any 
possible concerns in regard of this proposal.

I am a leisure boat user, based at Swansea Marina and regularly fish this area.

02/03/2024 Thank you for taking the time to review the seaweed farm proposal and responding to the consultation. My name is Guy Macleod and together with my 
brother in law Wross Lawrence we are Seazou Aquaculture Ltd and have put together the proposal for the seaweed farm in Oxwich Bay.  
Your interest in the project has been noted. We will be doing a public consultation this coming Saturday at the Pennard Community Hall from 2pm, see 
attached poster. If you are available to come to that then we could discuss any concerns you have in person. We are committed to making sure all 
concerns are noted and where possible taken into account in the design, installation, operation and maintenance of the farm. 

05/03/2024

Howard Blackwell Shoreline Management Email circulation via the 
Swansea Marina 

n/a With regard to the consultation in relation to the aquaculture proposals at Oxwich,  I write object to the proposal.  

Oxwich bay is the most important and favourite destination for the boating fraternity of Swansea marina and used by passing/ visiting yachts. I would not 
be in favour of any obstruction or navigation restriction in and around Oxwich Bay. Tide, wind, coastal features and  bathymetry makes navigating around 
the shores of the Gower difficult at times without further challenges in this prime destination area being introduced.   The proposal would, in my view, be 
particularly problematic for sailing vessels and I wish to register my objection to the proposed scheme.

Would  be grateful if you  could register this objection and keep me informed.

03/04/2024 Thank you for taking the time to review the seaweed farm proposal and responding to the consultation. My name is Guy Macleod and together with my 
brother in law Wross Lawrence we are Seazou Aquaculture Ltd and have put together the proposal for the seaweed farm in Oxwich Bay. 
Your response has been noted and will be included in the record of consultation submitted as part of the marine license application. We are committed to 
making sure all concerns are noted and where possible taken into account the design, installation, operation and maintenance of the farm.
We understand your concern that the farm will create an obstruction or navigation restriction and we have managed that risk in the development of the 
proposal in the following ways:
 1. We have located the farm 800m off the low water mark of the shoreline below Southgate. This allows sufficient space for vessels who are navigating 
around the coastline to pass between the shore and the farm.  
2. We have positioned the farm as far as possible away from the direct line between Pwlldu Head and Oxwich Point to avoid the route that vessels use 
when traversing the bay. This is a challenge but we are managing any residual risk through item 3 below.
3. We have been in consultation with Trinity House and they have advised that the farm should include 4 lit special markers, one at either corner. This will 
ensure that the farm is visible even at night. In addition, relevant nautical charts will be updated with the farm's location.
 We have also consulted with the RNLI at the Mumbles Lifeboat Station and the Commodore of the Swansea Yacht and Sub Aqua Club. In general they 
were both happy with the proposal, but also noted the need to make sure the farm was always visible.
We will be doing a public consultation this coming Saturday at the Pennard Community Hall from 2pm, see attached poster. If you are available it would 
be great to have the opportunity to discuss your concerns in person. 

05/03/2024

Thomas Methuen-Campbell Penrice Estate Email n/a As the owners of Oxwich beach and part of the bay, we are somewhat surprised that we have not been consulted over the proposed seaweed farm. We 
have only heard about it on the off chance from a third party.

Please can you ask Seazoo to consult with us and provide further information?

 In particular we would like to know:

- Will anything be visible above the sea level?
- What process they would go through to harvest and manage the seaweed?
- What ecological and marine issues may arise from the seaweed farm? What studies have been commissioned in this regard?

04/03/2024 Thank you for getting in touch. Apologies for not contacting you directly. We would indeed like to consult with Penrice Estate with regards to the 
seaweed farm proposal. We are committed to making sure all concerns are noted and where possible taken into account the design, installation, 
operation and maintenance of the farm.
My name is Guy Macleod and together with my brother in law Wross Lawrence we are Seazou Aquaculture Ltd and have put together the proposal for 
the seaweed farm in Oxwich Bay. Attached is a presentation outlining the project. We will be doing a public consultation this coming Saturday at the 
Pennard Community Hall from 2pm, as per the attached poster, and it would be great if you were available to attend so we could discuss the project in 
person. Alternatively we would be happy to visit the Penrice Estate for a separate discussion. 
 As you can see from the location maps, the seaweed farm is located to the east of Oxwich Bay off the coastline below Southgate, approximately 2km 
from the eastern end of Oxwich Beach and 4km from the western end.
 The answers to your queries are as follows:
 1. Yes, a grid of floating buoys will be visible above the water. The seaweed lines themselves will be suspended 2m below the surface. You can see the  
farm infrastructure on Slides 13 and 14 of the presentation.
2. The seeded ropes will be placed in the water in October / November and the seaweed will be harvested in May / June. For the harvest, the lines will be 
lifted onto the back of the harvesting vessel and the seaweed is cut from the lines by hand, see image below. Installation, operation and maintenance of 
the farm will be done using a vessel out of Swansea Marina. We will not be using the slipway at Oxwich Beach.
3. Seaweed farming is a regenerative farming technique with the farm benefitting the marine environment and increasing biodiversity. Even so, as part of 
the marine application process, we have prepared the following documents:
- A Water Framework Directive assessment. The aim of this assessment is to demonstrate that the project will not cause ‘deterioration in the water body’. 
The farm is located in the Bristol Channel North water body which currently has a water body status of 'moderate'.
- A Biosecurity Risk Assessment and Management Plan. This document allows the marine operator to understand and minimise the risk of introducing non-
native species (INNS).
- A Protected Site Features report. This report illustrates the proximity of the project to the various Marine Protected Areas. The farm has been located to 
avoid impacting protected areas.
- A Mammal Entanglement Protocol report which sets out a plan for monitoring the site, to record sightings of protected species, and an adaptive 
management plan, which outlines what to do in the event of an entanglement and how to adapt practices to mitigate future entanglements. 
Please let me know if you have any further questions.

05/03/2024

Jo About Wild Wales Email circulation via the 
Swansea Marina 

n/a Hi
Could you send me some information about the project?
Many thanks
Jo

04/03/2024 Info sent. Waiting for a response. 

Robin Vaughan Cambrian Boats Email circulation via the 
Swansea Marina 

n/a Sounds like a good idea.

Best of luck.

04/04/2024 n/a

Neale Griffiths n/a Email circulation via the 
Swansea Marina 

n/a I’ve recently been informed that you propose to farm seaweed east end of Oxwich bay off Three Cliffs area. Having studied the map location, this area is 
frequently fished by recreational and commercial bass fishermen using rod and line tactics. Often the method of fishing is drifting in close proximity to the 
proposed location which would make it hazardous. This is a very busy area during the summer months. Also, recreational fishermen frequent this area 
and fish at anchor for tope and other species. Large fish and or boats anchored in strong tides near this proposed site is also extremely dangerous.

04/04/2024 Thank you for taking the time to review the seaweed farm proposal and responding to the consultation. My name is Guy Macleod and together with my 
brother in law Wross Lawrence we are Seazou Aquaculture Ltd and have put together the proposal for the seaweed farm in Oxwich Bay.
Your concerns have been noted and will be included in the record of consultation submitted as part of the marine license application. We are committed 
to making sure all concerns are noted and where possible taken into account the design, installation, operation and maintenance of the farm.
We know that there will be some impact to the use of Oxwich Bay and some restrictions introduced to where you can fish. We are managing this impact 
by:
 - Limiting the size of the farm to 25 hectares (500mx500m).
- Locating the farm 800m off the low water mark of the shoreline below Southgate, which would allow vessel access between the shoreline and the farm.
Seaweed farming is a regenerative farming technique. The seaweed will act as an underwater forest that absorbs carbon, nitrogen and phosphorus, 
(making it a valuable tool to fight climate change), and as a water purifier. It will also create new habitats for a diversity of marine life. We hope to be able 
to illustrate that the farm increases fish stocks and biodiversity within the bay which would hopefully benefit fishing activities.  
We would like the opportunity to discuss the farm layout with you to see if there is any other way we can address your concerns. It is worth noting that 
the floating buoys are the only parts of the farm that are at the water surface. These will be spaced at around 25m centres. The growing lines themselves 
will be suspended 2 to 2.5m below the water surface. So, in the event that a smaller vessel drifts into the farm then the risk is one of collision with the 
floating buoys as opposed to entanglement with the seaweed lines.
 We have been in consultation with Trinity House and they have advised that the farm should include 4 lit special markers, one at either corner. This will 
ensure that the farm is visible even at night. In addition, relevant nautical charts will be updated with the farm's location.
 We have also been in consultation with the RNLI at the Mumbles Lifeboat Station and the Commodore of the Swansea Yacht and Sub Aqua Club. In 
general they were both happy with the proposal, but also noted the need to make sure the farm was always visible.
 Finally, we have also been in consultation with Barry Thomas the SWWFC Director, and he confirmed that the project would not impact trawler 
fishermen. 
Please review our response and let me know if you have any further questions. I would be happy to organise a call with you if you think that would be 
beneficial. 

05/03/2024

Michael Davis n/a Email circulation via the 
Swansea Marina 

n/a As a regular boat angler in the area how will affect the seabed  and will there be any restriction on angling in the area? If so I would have to appose the 
proposal.

04/03/2024 Thank you for taking the time to review the seaweed farm proposal and responding to the consultation. My name is Guy Macleod and together with my 
brother in law Wross Lawrence we are Seazou Aquaculture Ltd and have put together the proposal for the seaweed farm in Oxwich Bay. 
The impact to the seabed will be minimal. The seaweed farm will be anchored to the seabed using weighted blocks. These blocks will be specified as reef 
cube type blocks, https://arcmarine.co.uk/products/reef-cubes/, which are scientifically proven to enhance marine biodiversity.
 We know that there will be some impact to the use of Oxwich Bay and some restrictions introduced to where you can fish. We have tried to manage the 
impact of the farm by:
- Limiting the size of the farm to 25 hectares (500mx500m).
- Locating the farm 800m off the low water mark of the shoreline below Southgate, which would allow vessel access between the shoreline and the farm.
 Seaweed farming is a regenerative farming technique. The seaweed will act as an underwater forest that absorbs carbon, nitrogen, and phosphorus, 
(making it a valuable tool to fight climate change) and as a water purifier. It will also create new habitats for a diversity of marine life. We hope to be able 
to illustrate that the farm increases fish stocks and biodiversity within the bay which would hopefully benefit fishing activities.  
Let me know if you have any further questions. 

05/03/2024 Thank you for replying. I can see on the map that the proposed site is very near a favorite fishing mark, i.e. the sand bank and ridge called knol which is a 
sand bank..

06/03/2024 Thanks for your email and continued dialogue. We want to work together with people who know the area, such as yourself, to make sure we minimise 
the impact of the farm as far as reasonably possible. There are many constraints that have to be taken into account in locating the farm, including but not 
limited: proximity to protected marine areas, marine traffic routes, submerged cables and fishing areas. Please could you therefore mark up on the map 
the location and extent of the fishing area around the sand bank. We could then see whether it would be possible to make a small adjustment to the 
location of the farm in order to maintain the fishing area. 
Thanks. Your input to this process is greatly appreciated. 

07/03/2024



Richard Tiernan n/a Email circulation via the 
Swansea Marina 

n/a As a berth holder at Swansea Marina and a regular visitor to Oxwich Bay is there a possibility that you could provide visitor mooring buoys to prevent 
accidental damage to your proposed Seaweed Farm?

05/03/2024 Thank you for taking the time to review the seaweed farm proposal and responding to the consultation. My name is Guy Macleod and together with my 
brother in law Wross Lawrence we are Seazou Aquaculture Ltd and have put together the proposal for the seaweed farm in Oxwich Bay.  
This is a very good suggestion. It has been noted and will be taken into consideration as the detailed design of the farm develops.

05/03/2024

Andrew Jenkins n/a Email circulation via the 
Swansea Marina 

n/a Thanks very much for the information on the proposed seeweed farm at Oxwich /Pwlldu Point.

Can I please ask some questions:

1. Will it be fitted with an AIS target system to avoid boat collisions?
2. Will it be visible for either Three Cliffs Bay or Oxwich Bay?

05/03/2024 Thank you for taking the time to review the seaweed farm proposal and responding to the consultation. My name is Guy Macleod and together with my 
brother in law Wross Lawrence we are Seazou Aquaculture Ltd and have put together the proposal for the seaweed farm in Oxwich Bay.  
The answers to your queries are as follows:
 1. No, we do not intend to fit an AIS target system to the farm. However to mitigate the risk of vessel collision, the farm will include 4 lit special markers 
and the farm will be added to updates of the relevant nautical charts. This strategy has been discussed and agreed with Trinity House. As part of the 
marine license application a navigational risk assessment has also been undertaken. Within the assessment there is a study of the AIS data for the area. 
This has informed the positioning of the seaweed farm and the farm has been located in order to avoid the primary vessel routes in the area.
 2. Yes. The seaweed farm will include a grid of floating buoys. As such, the farm will be visible from Three Cliffs Bay and Oxwich Bay, particularly from the 
cliff top footpath. Less so from the beaches. 
Please let me know if you have any further questions. 

05/03/2024 Thanks very much for the response. I sail this area frequently, anchoring in the bay regularly throughout the Spring and Summer and have close friends 
that fish the area. My biggest concerns are for the sustainability impact to the natural balance we have now.
The area has recently been affected by overfishing from European fishing fleets, now removed due to Brexit, but is already showing signs of recovery.
I read with interest the Atkins report on the area in the proposal. It seems to be missing some relevant information:
The bay has witnessed spawning of Moon Jellyfish in recent years.
The area supports seasonal grounds for a number of species including sand eels, mackerel, sea bream, bass, pollock as well as a very healthy population 
of spider crab, edible crab, numerous star fish and other crustations.
There are a number of healthy pods of Comon Dolphin resident in the area that take advantage of the vast numbers of mackerel and other foods 
available. Your report correctly states that bottlenose dolphins are not commonly seen in the area but does not mention the Common Dolphin species.
Algae blooms are commonly seen in the bay. The blue and green luminescent waters have become quite the tourist attraction.
Tidal gatherings of fish can be witnessed to the east of a sand bank in the bay, the area you have chosen for your farm, which makes it a popular spot for 
fishermen. I don't know what the impact will be, whether it will provide habitat for shoals, or displace them. Whether the impact will be positive or 
negative. Perhaps you have some information on this?
Seals are common. Your report highlights that there are no haul out areas but does not mention the feeding areas for seals that haul out at Tenby, Worms 
Head and Lundy.
Please understand that I am not against the development of such projects, as we need to replace our reliance on oils at some point in the future and it is 
by ventures such as this that we develop a sustainable way forward. I hope you can answer my concerns above and wish you every success.

06/03/2024 Thanks for your email and continued dialogue. I don't think I have seen the Atkins report you have referenced in your email. It sounds like it has very 
important information in it, so if possible please could you send me a link to it. 
We understand your concerns around sustainability and the risk of impacting the natural balance of the waters in Oxwich Bay. Seaweed farming is a 
regenerative farming technique. The seaweed will act as an underwater forest that absorbs carbon, nitrogen and phosphorus, (making it a valuable tool 
to fight climate change), and as a water purifier. It will also create new habitats for a diversity of marine life. We hope to be able to illustrate that the 
seaweed farm will benefit the flora and fauna within the bay. 
There are some potential environmental impacts such as equipment loss, shading of sensitive habitats such as seagrass, mammal entanglement and the 
introduction of non native species, (see: https://media.mcsuk.org/documents/FIS-5909-2023_Seaweed_Policy_Paper_pNudvFR.pdf), but these have all 
been assessed in the marine license application. From on environmental impact perspective the marine license application has included the following 
reports/ assessments: 
A Water Framework Directive assessment. This assessment is to demonstrate that the project will not cause ‘deterioration in the water body’. The farm is 
located in the Bristol Channel North water body which currently has a water body status of 'moderate'.
A Biosecurity Risk Assessment and Management Plan. This document allows us to understand and minimise the risk of introducing non-native species 
(INNS).
A Protected Site Features report. This report illustrates the proximity of the project to the various Marine Protected Areas. The farm has been located to 
avoid impacting protected areas.
A Mammal Entanglement Protocol report which sets out a plan for monitoring the site, to record sightings of protected species, and an adaptive 
management plan, which outlines what to do in the event of an entanglement and how to adapt practices to mitigate future entanglements. 
We also plan to work closely with Câr-y-Môr to make sure we are implementing proven farming techniques that minimise the impact throughout the 
process. Câr-y-Môr have established a seaweed farm in heavily protected waters in the Ramsay Sound in St Davids, (https://www.carymor.wales/). 
We can see that you have a profound love for Oxwich Bay and a deep understanding of how the waters in the bay are used. It would be great if we could 
meet with you to discuss the plans for the farm to see if there are any adjustments to the design that could further limit the impact to the local users. We 
will be doing a public consultation this coming Saturday at the Pennard Community Hall from 2pm, see the attached poster, if you are available. If not, 
then we could arrange a separate meeting. 
Thanks again, we really appreciate your input. 

06/03/2024
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10 Appendix H: Swansea Yacht and Sub Aqua 

Club  
 

On Thursday the 29th February 2024, a meeting was held with George Pettifore, the Commodore of 

Swansea Yacht and Sub Aqua Club, Christine Battersby, the club secretary, and two members of the 

club’s committee. The following email outlines the details of the meeting.  
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11 Appendix I: Glamorgan – Gwent 

Archeological Trust 
 

The following email outlines the consultation that has been undertaken with the Glamorgan – Gwent 

Archeological Trust (GGAT).  
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12 Appendix J: Royal Commission on the 

Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales 
 

The following email outlines the consultation that has been undertaken with the Royal Commission 

on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales, (RCAHMW).  
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13 Appendix K: Welsh Government Marine 

and Fisheries Division 
 

The following email outlines the consultation that has been undertaken with the Welsh Government 

Marine and Fisheries Division.  
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14 Appendix L: Welsh Fisherman’s Association 
 

Under guidance from the Natural Resources Wales advisory team, Seazou Aquaculture contacted 

Marion Warlow, head of the WFA-CPC (the Welsh Fisherman’s Association) and she put Seazou 

Aquaculture in contact with Barry Thomas, Director at the SWWFC (South West Wales Fishing 

Council). A meeting was held with Mr Thomas where the proposal for the seaweed farm was 

outlined and he informed Seazou Aquaculture that there are no commercial fishermen currently 

using the bay and there haven’t been in some time. The coordinates of the farm were shared with 

Mr Tomas and he followed up the meeting with an email to confirm his statement. The email stated: 

‘I have looked at your proposed area of interest and can confirm it will not affect me or any other 

trawlers in my opinion. You may need to check with any whelk fishermen from down west. There are 

no whelk fishermen left in Swansea since the Welsh Government increased the minimum size limit.’  

The following two email outline the discussions with Marion and Barry.  
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In addition to the consultation with Marion Warlow and Barry Thomas, a discussion was held with 

the prominent South West Wales commercial fisherman Neil Thomas. Neil Thomas was referenced 

by the fishermen who attended the public consultation in the Pennard Community Hall on the 9th 

March. They noted that Neil Thomas would not be in favour of the seaweed in the location to the 

east of Oxwich Bay. In the discussion with Neil Thomas, however, he confirmed that the proposed 

location of the seaweed farm will have no impact on the commercial fishing in that area as they only 

fish the west side of Oxwich bay and not the east, as the ground on the east is too high for them. The 

following email illustrates the discussion with Neil Thomas.  




