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Riccardo Arosio

From: Marine Licensing <marinelicensing@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Sent: 01 May 2024 10:56
To: Riccardo Arosio
Subject: RE: TC24022 diplomatic clearance - marine licence 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

[EXTERNAL] This email was sent from outside of UCC. 

Good morning Riccardo, 
 
I understand that previously you were advised that a Band 2 licence would be required for your 
project due to vibrocores being undertaken however, having reviewed this, we’re happy for this to be 
considered a Band 1 activity. 
 
Although vibrocores aren’t specifically listed as Band 1 activities, we deem them of a similar nature to 
boreholes and therefore, they will not fall under Band 2. For Band 1 applications, you will not need to 
provide a WFD assessment or WNMP assessment however, you will be required to provide a method 
statement as well as correspondence with a number of organisations. Further information regarding 
what to include can be found here: Natural Resources Wales / Marine licensing low risk activities 
(band 1). 
 
If you have any further questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Jack 
Swyddog Trwyddedu Morol / Marine Licensing Officer 
Cyfarwyddiaeth Tystiolaeth, Polisi a Thrwyddedu | Evidence, Policy and Permitting Directorate 
 
Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a byddwn yn ymateb yn Gymraeg, heb i hynny arwain at oedi.   
Correspondence in Welsh is welcomed, and we will respond in Welsh without it leading to a delay. 

 

 

From: Riccardo Arosio <RArosio@ucc.ie>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2024 11:08 AM 
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To: Marine Licensing <marinelicensing@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk> 
Subject: FW: TC24022 diplomatic clearance - marine licence  
 

 
To whom it may concern 
 
This is Riccardo Arosio, postdoctoral researcher at University College Cork, and I am the PI for an Irish scientific 
cruise (TC24022) that will take place between the 22nd September and 6th October 2024. Our cruise plan includes 
vibrocoring and seismic work in UK (Welsh) waters – see locations (A4 and A5 in the attached image). I was 
informed by the RV Operations team at the Marine Institute that we have been requested to apply for a NRW Band 
2 marine licence (in particular because of our sediment sampling (vibrocores) work).  
 
I had a look at the information on the website but would like to confirm with you the correct and complete 
documentation that we need to submit to apply for the licence. 
 
Am I correct in understanding that for our vibrocoring work we need to apply for: 

1) the “Marine Works Application” licence 
2) A Water Framework Directive assessment: estuarine and coastal waters (even though we are outside 

the 12nm area?) 
3) Welsh National Marine Plan sign posting 

 
Best wishes, 
Riccardo  
 
 

From: Rosemarie Butler <Rosemarie.Butler@Marine.ie>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2024 10:44 AM 
To: Riccardo Arosio <RArosio@ucc.ie> 
Cc: RV <RV@marine.ie> 
Subject: TC24022 diplomatic clearance - marine licence  
 
[EXTERNAL] This email was sent from outside of UCC. 

Hi Riccardo,  
 
Regarding the diplomatic clearance for TC24022 we have been informed that the activity in Welsh waters 
may require licensing. Response as follows:  
 
“As the works involve vibrocoring, a marine licence will be required. This will either be a Band 2 licence 
or, if the project costs in excess of £1 million pounds, a Band 3 licence. Further information regarding the 
marine licence application process can be found here: Natural Resources Wales / Applying for a marine 
licence 
 

 You don't often get email from rarosio@ucc.ie. Learn why this is important  

 Rhybudd: Deilliodd yr e-bost hwn o'r tu allan i'r sefydliad. Peidiwch â chlicio dolenni, atodiadau agored nac sganio 
codau QR oni bai eich bod yn cydnabod yr anfonwr ac yn gwybod bod y cynnwys yn ddiogel.   

 Caution: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links, open attachments or scan QR 
Codes unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.  
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For any further marine licensing questions, please don’t hesitate to contact 
marinelicensing@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk. 
 
I have also cc’d NRW’s Marine Area Advice Team who will be able to provide further advice regarding the 
environmental impacts of the project as necessary.” 
 
Can you apply for the relevant marine licence please Riccardo?  
 
Kind regards, 
Rose 
 
Rosemarie Butler | Scientific & Technical OƯicer 
Research Vessel Operations | Marine Institute 
M: +353 85 8432002 
Marine Institute | Rinville | Oranmore | Co. Galway | H91 R673 | Ireland 
rosemarie.butler@marine.ie | http://www.marine.ie  
  

  
Please note:  I have sent this email at a time that is convenient for me. I do not expect you to respond to it outside of your own usual 
working hours. 

 
 
 
Marine Institute  
The information contained in this email and in any attachments is confidential and is designated solely 
for the attention and use of the intended recipient(s). This information may be subject to legal and 
professional privilege. If you are not an intended recipient of this email, you must not use, disclose, 
copy, distribute or retain this message or any part of it. If you have received this email in error, please 
notify the sender immediately and delete all copies of this email from your computer system(s). Our 
Privacy Policy.  
Foras na Mara  
Tá an t-eolas sa ríomhphost seo, agus in aon cheangaltáin leis, faoi rún agus tá sé dírithe ar an 
bhfaighteoir/na faighteoirí beartaithe amháin agus níor cheart ach dóibh siúd é a úsáid. D’fhéadfadh an 
t-eolas seo a bheith faoi réir pribhléid dhlíthiúil agus ghairmiúil. Mura tusa faighteoir beartaithe an 
ríomhphoist seo, níor cheart duit an teachtaireacht seo, nó aon chuid di, a úsáid, a nochtadh, a 
chóipeáil, a dháileadh nó a choinneáil. Má fuair tú an ríomhphost seo go hearráideach, cuir an seoltóir ar 
an eolas láithreach agus scrios gach cóip den ríomhphost seo ó chóra(i)s do ríomhaire, le do thoil. Ár 
bPolasaí Príobháideachta.  


