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Ambar Villanueva-Brackley

From: Dr Julian Whitewright <julian.whitewright@rcahmw.gov.uk>
Sent: 12 July 2024 16:00
To: Ambar Villanueva-Brackley; NMR Enquiries
Cc: Nick O'Brien
Subject: Re: P14505 Newport Connect Site Investigation Surveys

 

Caution – This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Contact the IT 
Team if you are unsure 

 
Dear Ambar, 
 
Thanks for your email relating to the Band 1 license for the Newport Connect  pre-construction survey work. 
 
Happily, we have had plenty of pre-application engagement with Coracle Archaeology on this, so from a marine 
archaeology perspective we have no objection/comment to make at this stage, and are happy to confirm that we 
do not forsee any impact on marine archaeological features as a result of the Band 1 work. 
 
A standard caveat is that there is always the potential, albeit small, for previously unknown archaeological 
material to be encountered during this type of work. If this does happen, we would appreciate being informed. 
 
Yours 
 
Julian 

 

 

Dr Julian Whitewright
 

Dysgwr
   

Uwch Ymchwilydd (Arforol) | Senior Investigator (Maritime) 
 

Ffordd Penglais,  Aberystwyth, SY23 3BU
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Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a Saesneg. Ni fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn peri oedi. 
We welcome correspondence in Welsh and English. Corresponding in Welsh will not lead to any delay.
  

    

  
  

Yn unol â Rheoliadau Safonau'r Gymraeg (Rhif 2) 2016, mae gennych hawl i gyfathrebu a gohebu â 
Chomisiwn Brenhinol Henebion Cymru yn eich dewis iaith. Er mwyn sicrhau ein bod yn cyflawni’r 
hawl, rhowch wybod i ni a ydych yn dymuno derbyn gohebiaeth a/neu alwadau ffôn oddi wrthym yn y 
Gymraeg. Bydd yr wybodaeth hon yn cael ei chofnodi gennym ni, a byddwn yn defnyddio'r iaith o’ch 
dewis ym mhob cyfathrebu yn y dyfodol. Diolch. 
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Under the Welsh Language Standards (No. 2) Regulations 2016, you have the right to communicate 
and correspond with the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales in 
your preferred language. To ensure we uphold this right, please let us know whether you wish to 
receive correspondence and/or telephone calls from us in Welsh. This information will be recorded by 
us, and we will use your preferred language in all future communication. Thank you. 
 
  

  
  

  
  

  
    

From: Ambar Villanueva-Brackley <A.Villanueva-Brackley@apemltd.co.uk> 
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2024 15:02 
To: NMR Enquiries <nmr.wales@rcahmw.gov.uk> 
Cc: Dr Julian Whitewright <julian.whitewright@rcahmw.gov.uk>; Nick O'Brien <N.OBrien@apemltd.co.uk> 
Subject: P14505 Newport Connect Site Investigation Surveys  
  
Good afternoon, 
  
We are in the process of applying for marine licences with National Resources Wales (NRW) and the MMO, and we are 
required to consult with you prior to submission of our applications to ensure no impact on archaeological features in 
the area. 
  
The marine licence application is to enable pre-construction survey works to support the proposed installation of a new 
subsea fibre optic cable system, Newport Connect, which will cross the Bristol Channel from a landfall near Westin-
Super-Mare, England to a landfall near Newport, Wales. 
Works carried out in Welsh waters are being considered in the marine license application to NRW and works carried out 
in English waters will be covered by the MMO through a second application. 
  
The Band 1 licence activities include: 

 Seabed CPT’s to 3m (offshore);  
 Grab samples (2 per location) (offshore); and 
 Vibrocore/gravity core (120mm diameter) to 3m (offshore). 

  
The exact locations of the works are not yet known (they will be informed by a preceding geophysical survey), however 
the survey route is shown in the attached figure.  
  
The duration of the proposed works is expected to take less than 4 weeks in total and should be completed over a 3-
month period, with all works due to be completed during daylight hours.  
  
I have attached the copy of the Newport Connect Marine Archaeological Desk-based assessment has been prepared in 
support of the marine licence application for initial marine surveys and site investigations. Overall, the assessment 
concludes that there are no designated or protected wrecks, nor any scheduled monuments, located within the Cable 
route survey corridor. 
  
Please would you verify whether you have enough information to consider any impact to archaeological features in 
the area?  
  
Many thanks, 
  
Ambar 
  
Ambar Villanueva-Brackley (She/her) 
Marine Consultant 
  
APEM Ltd, Riverview A17 Embankment Business Park, 
Heaton Mersey, Stockport, SK4 3GN 
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Email: a.villanueva-brackley@apemltd.co.uk 
http://apemltd.co.uk/ 

 
  
DISCLAIMER: This email and any attachments to it may be confidential and are intended solely for the use of the 
individual to whom it is addressed. Any views or opinions expressed are solely those of the author and do not 
necessarily represent those of APEM Group. If you are not the intended recipient of this email, you must neither 
take any action based upon its contents, nor copy or show it to anyone. Please contact the sender if you believe 
you have received this email in error. Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail  
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Please contact the sender if you believe you have received this email in error. Please consider the 
environment before printing this e-mail  


