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Julia Turner, WRA Executive Director

Welcome and Introduction to the Workshop2.30 –2.35 pm

Waste Wood Classification Made Easy

Vicki Hughes, WRA Board Member and Technical Lead

Demolition Waste Wood Classification Made Easy2.35 –3.10 pm

What are the Potentially Hazardous Items?
What do you need to do with them?
Why?
Sampling
Testing Suites and Laboratories
Analysis of Results

Q&A Session3.10 –3.30 pm

4.10– 4.30 pm

All

7.00 – 11.30 pm
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• Sampling/Testing work completed in April 2020
• Results to date:
• HWRC - small amounts of haz content in fence posts and 

decking from household stream – 0.06% (600 tonnes)
• Diminishing and won’t exist from 2022
• C&D stream - all construction and most demolition 

waste wood non haz
• Not enough evidence either way on haz

content of structural timbers,
external joinery and tiling 
battens from pre-2007 buildings

WWC Results
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Guidance Documents & RPSs

• Guidance Docs live

• EA, SEPA and NRW have confirmed positions

• In England – RPS 249 and RPS250

• EA also looking at permit review process
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RPS249 & RPS250

HWRC RPS 249 expires April 2024 and allows business as normal for now

o Further testing will be required to show decline in hazardous content over next two years

o No additional admin burden

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/receiving-hazardous-waste-wood-at-household-waste-recycling-centres-rps-249

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hazardous-waste-wood-from-demolition-and-refurbishment-activities-rps-

250/hazardous-waste-wood-from-demolition-and-refurbishment-activities-rps-250
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RPS 250

Demolition RPS 250 expires Sept 2023 and allows business as normal, BUT:

o The raw material producer will need to assess and consign waste accordingly

o Then either segregate the hazardous items and get them tested to prove non haz

o Or consign them as hazardous wood - making sure they give an ACCURATE % declaration of actual hazardous content 

on the HCN

o Recycling members will be able to receive this hazardous or blended material

under RPS 250 without changing their permits  - as long as the final blended wood goes to Chapter IV 

biomass/panelboard 

o England only at this stage
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hazardous-waste-wood-from-demolition-and-refurbishment-activities-rps-250/hazardous-waste-wood-from-demolition-and-refurbishment-activities-rps-250


Vicki Hughes – WRA Board Technical Lead

Demolition Waste Wood Classification Made Easy
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Quick Guide
See WRA-Demolition-Wood-Quick-Guide.pdf (woodrecyclers.org)
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https://woodrecyclers.org/wp-content/uploads/WRA-Demolition-Wood-Quick-Guide.pdf


Potentially Hazardous Items
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Other Examples
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Other Examples
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What do you need to do with them?

• Regulatory Duty of Care – Must Assess in line with RPS250

• Get externally tested using WRA01 (HWRC) or WRA02 (C&D) test 
suites to determine if haz or non-haz

• If confirmed as hazardous, consign using Hazardous Consignment 
Note

• Segregate if possible from non haz wood

• If not possible - blend with non-haz wood and estimate % of 
hazardous – CRUCIAL POINT to ensure overall volumes reported

• Move under dual EWC codes to Reprocessor

• Reprocessor should confirm % and complete appropriate 
paperwork including Waste Data Flow returns
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Why Sample?

• To confirm IF items are hazardous or not 

• Provide credible data to EA and other regulators

• Ensure a benchmark in 2023

• Reduce paperwork and costs

• Ensure no waste wood gets wasted or goes to the wrong 
destination

• Demonstrate our environmental credentials to customers
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Use Form on Quick Guide to Detail Samples

See WRA-Demolition-Wood-Quick-Guide.pdf 

(woodrecyclers.org) for full version
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https://woodrecyclers.org/wp-content/uploads/WRA-Demolition-Wood-Quick-Guide.pdf


Use Form on Quick Guide to Detail Samples
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Use Form on Quick Guide to Detail Samples
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Testing Suites
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WRA Member Laboratories
Marchwood, part of Cawood

Unit 1A.2A Marchwood Industrial Park

Marchwood

Southampton

Hampshire

SO40 4BL

Tom Ayles

02380 786979

cawood.co.uk/marchwood/

Tom.Ayles@marchwood-scientific.co.uk

Alfred H Knight (Prescot)

Kings Business Park

Kings Drive

Prescot

L34 1PJ

Ken Hepburn

0151 481 5850

www.ahkgroup.com/markets/solid-fuels/

solidfuels@ahkgroup.com

SOCOTEC UK Ltd

Renewable Energy

Unit 3 anna.lloyd@socotec.com

Canal Street

Burton on Trent

DE15 0YZ

Chris Pollitt Anna Lloyd

Business Development Manager Commercial Manager

07826 884624 07803262082

chris.pollitt@socotec.com anna.lloyd@socotec.com

socotec.co.uk

Other Laboratories can be 

used as long as they use 

WRA 01 and 02 Approved
Testing Suites
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Process & Analysis of Results

• Firstly check the laboratory can undertake the WRA suite of test, as we need consistent data.

• All Laboratories will need you to complete their Duty of Care paperwork as well as the WRA 
form including permission to share the results and data

• Once you book your test the lab will also confirm the exact sample preparation

• Some may be able to analyse results and confirm haz or non haz or will provide data to allow it 
to be determined on HazWasteOnline

• All results will be processed through the WRA profile on HazWasteOnline to provide a report to 
UK Regulators and / or yourselves if required

• Either way need raw results to be sent to a specific email at HazWasteonline to provide 
impartiality and confidentially of data sources.

• We ideally need 300 + samples
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Example HazWasteOnline Report
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Why? – What are the Benefits for you?

• If we don’t test and analyse results:

• All of these items will be classified as hazardous from 01.09.23

• They could then need haz disposal at >£200 per tonne

• Huge volume of wood lost to the market and not recovered

• All those in the waste wood supply chain may need  
hazardous permits:  

• Extra time on sites – more skips, segregation and checks

• Increased costs to everyone in the supply chain

• Public perception issues for waste handlers

• Lack of sustainably for waste producer 
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Quick Guide
See WRA-Demolition-Wood-Quick-Guide.pdf (woodrecyclers.org)
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https://woodrecyclers.org/wp-content/uploads/WRA-Demolition-Wood-Quick-Guide.pdf


Q&A
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Thank you!

Julia.turner@woodrecyclers.org

Tel: 0330 325 0490
http://www.woodrecyclers.org/
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-wood-recyclers-association-limited/
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