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	To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28I duty to notify SNCB and take their advice into account. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
NRW as a Section 28G authority has, when exercising its functions, a general duty to take reasonable steps, consistent with the proper exercise of its functions, to further the conservation and enhancement of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features by reason of which the site is of special interest’

Part 1 – SSSI Assessment
Part 2 – Formal notification to SNCB (to be completed if part 1 assessment concludes likely damage, not likely to damage because of conditions or you cannot conclude no likely damage)
Part 3 – Decision 



Part 1 – SSSI Assessment 

	1. Permitting officer/team
	 Megan Tucker – Waste permitting team 


	1. Permit application reference and site name
	PAN-026782 Farchwell 

	1. a. SSSI name(s) 
b. location
c. NRW Operational Area/Environment Team
	a. Morfa Uchaf Dyffryn Conwy SSSI
b. SH 775685
c.North West wales  

a. Ceunant Dulyn SSSI
b. SH755683
c.North West wales 

a. Aber Afan conwy
b. SH757807 to SH783709
c.North West wales 





	1.  Brief description of proposal

.

	
A land spreading application for 7 waste streams, waste codes, 19 09 02 at Farchwell farm. Wastes are to be spread on grass fields. The application rates range from 170 - 250 tonnes per ha, with a total tonnage to spread 12325 tonnes.

The waste will be spread over 49.30 hectares of land within the listed fields at Farchwell Farm The liquid sludges are delivered by HGV road tankers which are discharged into a temporary field nurse tank (‘holding tank’) at the farm address prior to spreading. Liquid waste is spread from the nurse tanks store onto the fields by dribble bar method. 

Targeted periods of spreading on grass fields include early spring (late February – April), after cutting of silage (May through to June), and prior to grazing through summer and autumn (July through until September). Wastes will be applied when ground and weather conditions are suitable, following CoGAP to avoid soil damage including wheel ruts, compaction, structural damage, erosion and run-off. No more than 50t/ha will be spread on each field in any 3-week period, and no more than 250t/ha will be spread within any 12-month period.

Wastes in this deployment will not be mixed. 

All fields have a PH above 6.0 so no restriction to spreading the Iron or aluminium rich waste as per TGN 8.01. 


	1. What aspects of the proposed permission are likely to damage the SSSI features of special interest?

The following activities are likely to cause damage:

Aber Afon Conwy SSSI

5. Application of fertilisers and lime.
7. Dumping, spreading, or discharging of any materials.
22. Storage of materials.
26. Use of vehicles or craft which are likely to damage the features of special interest.

Ceunant Dulyn SSSI

5. Application of fertilisers and lime.

Morfa Uchaf, Dyffryn Conwy SSSI

5. Application of manure, fertilisers, and lime.
7. Dumping, spreading, or discharging of any materials.

The following SSSI(s) features and potential impacts have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage:

Aber Afon Conwy SSSI

· All intertidal habitats and species groups.
· Nationally important bivalve ‘piddock’ habitats.
· Terrestrial invertebrate (belted beauty moth).
· Saltmarsh habitat
· Salmon
· Curlew
· Redshank
· Oystercatcher

Ceunant Dulyn SSSI

· Mixed semi-natural broad-leaved woodland with rich ground flora within a moist gorge.
· Small areas of acid grassland.



Morfa Uchaf, Dyffryn Conwy SSSI

A mosaic of salt marsh and freshwater marsh vegetation communities

Impacts

The above sites maps detail that all the fields, with the imposed buffer zones, are at the closest 60m from the protected sites. Due to the fact there is sludges that are being applied with a dribble bar, a precise method of application and no more than 50t/ha being spread in any three week period, the run off risk is very low. In addition the main risk at this site would be those watercourse that are hydrologically connected to the SSSI sites. The attached SSRA details a 50m no spread buffer zone around all of the watercourses hydrologically connected to the SSSI sites eliminating this risk. 

	








	1. Summary of any informal advice received from internal experts (if required and including pre-app advice)


	N/A



	1. Recommendation
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Morfa Uchaf, Dyffryn Conwy SSSI


· Field 16 that’s borders the Morfa Uchaf, Dyffryn Conwy SSSI contains a 100 metre no spread buffer zone to mitigate the risk of nutrients and/or PTES from entering the SSSI. There is a watercourse present in field 16 which


· The land drains present in Field 9 contains land drains that are hydrologically connected to the SSSI, a 10 metre no spread buffer zone has been implemented to mitigate the risk of nutrients and/ or PTES from entering the land drain, in compliance with SR2010no4. Therefore, detriment to the SSSI site has been mitigated. 

· Field 13 is located 93 metres from the Morfa Uchaf, Dyffryn Conwy SSSI. The Field borders the Afon Roe which is hydrologically connected to the SSSI. Field 13 contains a 10 metre no spread buffer zone to mitigate the risk of nutrients and/ or PTES from entering the Afon Roe. Therefore, detriment to the SSSI site has been mitigated. 

Ceunant Dulyn SSSI

· Field 15 is 50m from Ceunant Dulyn SSSI. There is an 10 metre no spread buffer zone around the border of  field 15 to prevent runoff of wastes reaching the site.  

· The watercourse in field 16 will also have 50m non-spread buffer zone.

General mitigation 

· No more than 50t/ha will be spread on a field in any 3-week period in accordance with CoGAP, and no more than 250t/ha will be spread within any 12-month period.

· Replacement spreading machinery will be available to prevent waste being retained in faulty machinery. Hire vehicles will be used if required. All machinery will be fully serviced.
· There will be a sufficient number of trained staff available to ensure that the operation continues throughout operational hours (i.e., there will be sufficient cover for illness, holiday etc.).

· In adverse weather, storage is available until ground/weather conditions become favourable for land application.

· Spreading will only be undertaken when weather conditions are suitable within restrictions outlined in CoGAP and any relevant closed periods. 

· Spreading will not be carried out in any areas of a field that will be sub-soiled. 

· Machinery will be checked daily when in use, regularly serviced and spreading equipment calibrated. 

· Machinery turns will not be executed in the buffer strips. 

· Waste deliveries to field/stores will be supervised.

· All spillages will be reported immediately to NRW. 

· The storage location is not within 10m of any ditch, watercourse, or footpath, not within an SPZ1, is at least 50m from any well spring or borehole, and 100m from SSSIs.

· Aluminium flocculated sludges there will be no applications on fields that are < pH 6.0. This applies to waste streams DCWW Alaw, Cefni and Cwellyn. This mitigates the risk of Al becoming mobile in the soil.

· Fields that are highly sloping have been buffered by no spread buffer zones to mitigate the risk of surface runoff leaving the field boundaries.




	1. Signature and date assessment made

	M.Tucker 8/10/2024

	1. Officers name and job title
	Megan Tucker, Permitting officer
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