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To:	Maria Alvarez - Marine Licensing Team
From:	Stephen Treby - Marine Area Management and Advice Team
Date:	11/11/2024 
Consultation: Maintenance Dredging at Swansea Yacht and Sub Aqua Club (SYSAC) Marina - Band 2
Application Reference: DML2448
Applicant: Swansea Council
NRW advisors consultation record
	NRW Advisor
	Job title/Team
	Technical advice provided 

	James Highfield 
	Benthic Ecology, Specialist Advisor,  (Marine All Wales Advice Team)
	07/10 - WFD and INNS require further assessment
05/11 – satisfied with updates to the WFD Assessment and Biosecurity Risk Assessment as consulted on October 28. These updates address the detailed comments below and no further comments

	Ida Nielsen
	Specialist Advisor, Marine and Estuarine Fish (Marine Service)
	07/10 – no concerns raised
30/10 – no concerns raised

	Joanna Ibrahim
	Specialist Advisor, Physical Processes (Marine All Wales Advice Team)
	07/10 – no concerns raised


NRW Advisory comments:
Benthic Ecology
Key Issues raised on 07/10
1. [bookmark: _Hlk178772216]NRW (A) acknowledge the production of a biosecurity risk assessment and management plan but as details of the INNS known to occur each of the ports visited by the vessel Borr over the past 12 months have not been supplied, we believe that the full range of risks associated with marine INNS has not been fully considered in the assessment and appropriately mitigated against. As such, NRW (A) advise that details of marine INNS known to be present at the previous ports visited by the vessel, Borr, is provided by the applicant before a licence can be granted in this instance.

2. NRW (A) advise that, in addition to the two waterbodies detailed in the WFD assessment (DML2448 - 2024 Swansea Water Framework Assessment-Final), the Swansea Bay waterbody (GB641008260000) is also included in the WFD assessments given its hydrological link to the proposed dredging operations. As Swansea Bay is mentioned in the assessment on multiple occasions including both potential impacts on the other waterbodies mentioned and nearby protected sites, we feel that it is appropriate to be fully assessed and recommend that the document be updated accordingly.
Detailed Comments raised on 07/10
Further assessment required to support conclusions:
· NRW (A) acknowledge the production of a biosecurity risk assessment and management plan but as details of the INNS known to occur at each of the ports visited by the vessel Borr over the past 12 months have not been supplied, we believe that the full range of risks associated with marine INNS has not been fully considered in the assessment and appropriately mitigated against.

· In: DML2448 - Swansea SYSAC Biosecurity  Risk Assessment and Management Plan 2024 - The table in Section B1.1 detailing the previous port locations of the vessel, Borr, shows several known INNS hotspots, including the Solent and Thames Estuary. No INNS are listed in the column titled Which marine invasive non-native species known to be present at this port(s) / location(s)? which states that the applicant is “awaiting further information”. In the absence of this information and as multiple INNS have been recorded in the vicinity of these port locations, including occurrences of Didemnum vexillum, NRW (A) advise that the risk of INNS transfer and introduction is potentially high.

· [bookmark: _Hlk160550491][bookmark: _Hlk178772608]Whilst the antifouling regime described and the subsequent time out of the water will likely have reduced the threat of the transfer of marine INNS from previous locations prior to deployment in Swansea, depending on the species identified and their associated ecology and life history strategies, it is important to have accurate knowledge of the INNS present in the source environment in order to sufficiently assess the risks associated with any project and identify suitable mitigation measures. As such, NRW (A) advise that details of marine INNS known to be present at the previous ports visited by the vessel, Borr, are provided by the applicant before a licence can be granted in this instance.

· NRW recommends that the applicant refer to NRW’s Guidance for completing NRW’s Marine Non-native Species Biosecurity Risk Assessment and Management Plan, in particular, section B.1.1, which lists suitable data sources to investigate for records of INNS around the UK to inform this and future assessments.

· In Section B5: Assessing other risks, NRW recommends that consideration is given to risks associated with transfer of INNS through contamination of PPE and other clothing.

· In Section C: Management measures, NRW recommends that in addition to the measures set out for washing down vessels and equipment, that all PPE is also washed down prior to leaving the site to minimise the risk of INNS being transported on clothing, boots, etc. as per recommendation for Section B5 above.

· NRW (A) advise that, in addition to the two waterbodies detailed in the WFD assessment (DML2448 - 2024 Swansea Water Framework Assessment-Final), the Swansea Bay waterbody (GB641008260000) is also included in the WFD assessments given its hydrological link to the proposed dredging operations. This is also a heavily modified waterboy that is mentioned in the assessment on multiple occasions including in both potential impacts on the other waterbodies mentioned and nearby protected sites, and we feel that it is appropriate to be fully assessed and recommend that the document be updated accordingly.
Recommendations for future assessment raised on 07/10
The following comments relate to advisory recommendations to correct errors or inconsistencies that may improve future assessments. If possible, these comments should be passed to the applicant for consideration:
· NRW (A) recommends that the applicant accurately assess and report baseline information on the INNS present at the source environment for each vessel proposed for use if applicable. NRW recommends that the applicant refer to NRW’s Guidance for completing NRW’s Marine Non-native Species Biosecurity Risk Assessment and Management Plan, in particular, section B.1.1, which lists suitable data sources to investigate for records of INNS around the UK to inform this and future assessments.

· NRW recommends that consideration is given to risks associated with transfer of INNS through contamination of PPE and other clothing.

· NRW recommends that in addition to the measures set out for washing down vessels and equipment, that all PPE is also washed down prior to leaving the site to minimise the risk of INNS being transported on clothing, boots, etc as per recommendation for Section B5 above.

· As part of the proposed INNS training for staff detailed in the RA and Management plan, NRW recommends that identification of key INNS known to be present in the area of proposed works is included in any training provided.


Stephen Treby
Senior Marine Advisory Officer
Marine Area Advice and Management Team
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