Natural Resources Wales permitting decisions

Bespoke Variation 

We have decided to issue the variation for Trebanos WwTW operated by Dwr Cymru
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]The application number is PAN-026500
The permit number is BP0016601
Following an application from Dŵr Cymru Cyfyngedig, this permit has been varied to re-locate the Storm and Final Effluent discharge point to a new location (combined Final Effluent and Storm Discharge Point) as provided in the application. 

We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements and that the permit will ensure that the appropriate level of environmental protection is provided.

Purpose of this document

This decision document:
· explains how the application has been determined
· provides a record of the decision-making process 
· shows how all relevant factors have been taken into account
· justifies the specific conditions in the permit other than those in our generic permit template.
Unless the decision document specifies otherwise we have accepted the applicant’s proposals.


Structure of this document

· Annex 1 the decision checklist
· Annex 2 the external consultation, web advertising responses

Annex 1: decision checklist 
This checklist should be read in conjunction with the Duly Making checklist.

	Aspect
	Justification / Detail
	Criteria met

	
	
	Yes

	Consultation

	Scope of consultation 
	The consultation requirements were identified and implemented.  The decision was taken in accordance with RGN 6 High Profile Sites, our Public Participation Statement and our Working Together Agreements.
	ü

	Responses to external consultation, and web advertising 
	The external consultation, and web advertising responses (Annex 2) were taken into account in the decision.  

An administrative error occurred resulting in this variation being issued prematurely before the consultation period had closed. The Decision document has now been amended post issue to reflect on the consultation comments provided.

	ü

	Operator

	Control of the facility
	We are satisfied that the applicant (now the operator) is the person who will have control over the operation of the facility after the grant of the permit.  The decision was taken in accordance with EPR RGN 1 Understanding the meaning of operator.
	ü

	The site

	Extent of the site of the facility 
	The operator has provided a plan which we consider is satisfactory, showing the extent of the site of the facility including discharge points. 

A plan is included in the permit and the operator is required to carry on the permitted activities within the site boundary.
	ü

	The permit conditions

	Incorporating the application
	We have specified that the applicant must operate the permit in accordance with descriptions in the application, including all additional information received as part of the determination process.  

These are specified in the Operating Techniques table in the permit.
	ü

	Monitoring
	We have decided that monitoring should be carried out for the parameters listed in the permit, using the methods and to the frequencies specified.   

These monitoring requirements have been imposed in order to flow monitoring to the operators monthly reporting with table S3.2. We made these decisions in accordance with EPR 7.01. 

Based on the information in the application we are satisfied that the operator’s techniques, personnel and equipment have either MCERTS certification or MCERTS accreditation as appropriate.  
	ü

	Reporting
	We have specified reporting in the permit.

We made these decisions in accordance with EPR 7.01 under Table 4.1 and Table 4.2 to include monitoring data to be provided monthly by the operator. 
	ü

	Sustainable Management of Natural Resources (SMNR)

	Considerations of SMNR - Compliance with our General Purpose
	We are satisfied that this decision is compatible with our general purpose of pursuing the sustainable management of natural resources in relation to Wales and applying the principles of sustainable management of natural resources”

	ü

	Environment Wales Act 2016

	Biodiversity and resilience of ecosystems duty
	Section 6 of the Environment Wales Act 2016 requires that we seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity in the exercise of our functions, and in so doing promote the resilience of ecosystems, in a manner that is consistent with the proper exercise of our functions. NRW is satisfied that in this case, we have taken into account and had due regard to this duty in so far as it is consistent with the function of determining an application for a  standalone water discharge activity permit under EPR2016.
	ü


Annex 2: Consultation responses 

	Response received from

	Pontardawe and Swansea Angling Society Ltd (PASAS Ltd) 28/11/2024

	Brief summary of issues raised

	Concern was raised about the two discharges generally, application forms, the applicant and details provided along with the category of application. PASAS object to both discharges are to be combined. Concern was raised about the level of details provided for consultation. Concern was raised about the volume of the discharge changing. Additional site layout details and monitoring and sampling effluent was requested. Concern about not seeing storm discharge and Final effluent separately.


	Summary of actions taken or show how this has been covered

	NRW are satisfied the applicant and application forms meet the internal guidance criteria provided to determine this application. There has been no increase in Dry Weather Flow for the Final Effluent discharge has been proposed and no changes other than discharge point have been proposed for the two existing discharges. Monitoring and sampling requirements remain the same as required previously. AMP7 and AMP8 investment is in place to address wider concerns from the site that falls outside the scope of this permit variation.
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