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APPLICATION FOR A MARINE LICENCE FOR MARINE WORKS

Marine Works include, but are not limited to, coast defences, beneficial uses of dredged materials, subsea cables, pontoons, jetties, land reclamation, grab samples and outfall pipes under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009

Please read the notes carefully before completing the form.
The Marine Licensing Team (MLT) administers Part 4 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 on behalf of the Licensing Authority, the Welsh Ministers.

The completed application form must be accompanied by a location plan and, where appropriate, descriptive drawing(s) and any supporting environmental assessments. 

Please submit applications to the Permit Receipt Centre via the details at the top of this form. For applications larger than 20MB, we would advise that you contact us to determine the most appropriate method for submitting your application.
 
Please submit marine licence applications, including this form and all supporting documents, at least 4 months before the licence is required.

Some projects may raise matters that require a significantly longer time for consideration. These are most likely to be:

· Projects that fall within The Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2007 – as amended requiring an Environmental Statement
· Large scale projects with substantial volumes of material being deposited or excavated
· Works requiring an Appropriate Assessment to be conducted under The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017.

Information should be provided about the anticipated duration of the entire project in respect of works below/seaward of Mean High Water Spring (MHWS). Where appropriate, planned phasing of the work for which consent is sought must be detailed. For projects lasting more than one calendar year, planned phasing details must be given for each 12 month period.

A licence fee is payable in respect of an application. Details of fees can be found on our web pages.

Please note applications will not be processed without the correct relevant fee or invoicing details.  

Payments can be made via Cheque, BACS or credit/debit card. 
· Cheques should be crossed and made payable to Natural Resources Wales. 
· For BACS payments ensure you provide the reference number (not remittance number)
· For credit/debit card payments please complete the CC1 form and submit with the application. The CC1 form can be found on our web pages

Further information on payment methods can be found on our web pages

All activities need to comply with the Water Framework Directive (WFD). The framework and guidance can be found on the Natural Resources Wales website, http://naturalresources.wales. The results of your WFD assessment must be attached to your marine licence application.

Please answer all questions. If any information is not available at the time of application please indicate in the relevant section, giving reasoning in a covering letter. Outstanding details must be submitted as soon as possible. Any delay in forwarding details is likely to result in delays in determining your application.

Your application may not be considered complete and therefore not processed until key information has been submitted. Your application may be returned if you fail to submit outstanding information within given timescales.
 
Please note any licence may have conditions that must be discharged before works can commence. This will take additional time. 
If you have any queries with regards to completing this application please contact the MLT: marinelicensing@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk

How your application will be processed by the MLT: 

Submit all application to the Permit Receipt Centre via the details at the top of this form.

Checked and acknowledged by the MLT within 21 days of receipt of application and payment 

If the application is complete and no further information is needed at this time, your application will be placed in a work queue to be assigned a permitting officer

If the application is not complete, further information will be request and need to be provided before the application can be considered as complete

Our 4 months service level for determining non-EIA applications will begin from the date the completed application is received (Please note some projects may take significantly longer than 4 months to determine due to their nature)

EIA projects may take significantly longer due to their scale and complexity. Therefore we encourage early engagement with the MLT

Your application and supporting documents will be sent to for an initial consultation period of 28 days (42 days for EIA projects)

For the majority of projects, a public notice must be advertised. Public consultation will be 28 days (49 days for EIA projects). For EIA projects a second public notice will be required. The MLT will advise on how this should be done.

Responses to consultation will be considered and additional information requested at this time, if necessary.

A decision on your Marine Licence Application will be made

All information submitted may be referred to within a licence, therefore all works must be in accordance with this information, unless otherwise agreed with NRW acting on behalf of the Licensing Authority during the determination process.
It is the responsibility of the applicant to obtain any other consents/authorisations that may be required.

Application Form Structure 
1. Project Description and Cost
2. Applicant Details
3. Details of Agent, Contractor, Vehicles and/or Vessels used to carry out works 
4. Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
5. Licensable Period
6. Project Description
7. Methods Statement
8. Materials of Project 
9. Beach Replenishment, Land Reclamation or Salt Marsh Feeding
10. Temporary Works
11. Dredge and Disposal of Dredge Material
12. Protected Sites
13. Other Consents
14. Statutory Powers
15. Public Register
16. Application Fee
17. Declaration

Check List
Please ensure that you have included all the necessary information before you submit your application. If any of the below are not completed in the application form, the application is likely to be considered incomplete and may be returned to you

	Item
	Yes (√)

	The applicant is a legal entity?
	Yes

	The declaration is signed by the applicant?
	Yes

	Is the application fee correct?
	Yes

	Are the grid references/coordinates correct?
	Yes

	Do the coordinates match map locations?
	Yes

	Have all the relevant supporting documents been submitted?
	Yes

	Has a clear methodology been provided in the application form?
	Yes

	Has Protected sites information been included?
	Yes

	Has a Water Framework Directive (WFD) assessment been submitted?
	Yes

	Are all the continuation sheets for application questions appended with correct corresponding numbers?
	Yes


	
Should you have any queries regarding you application please contact the MLT via marinelicensing@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk  

1. Project Description and Cost

1 (a).	Project Name

NRW All Wales Marine Benthic Invertebrate / Sediment Grab Sampling Programme 2025-2027




1(b).	Please provide a brief description of the proposed project, including location
Natural Resources Wales plans to undertake marine macrofauna and sediment monitoring (grab sampling) across Welsh inshore waters. Under the principle of “gather once, use many times”, the data obtained will be used for several purposes including: MPA (primarily Habitats Regulations SAC) Condition assessment, assessment of condition of large shallow inlets and bays outside of SAC’s to inform Reg 9A reporting (HabitatsRegulations ), Water Environment Regulations Waterbody status assessment and investigation (operational and surveillance), Milford Haven Waterway Environmental Surveillance Group monitoring, MCZ condition assessment, Clean Seas Environmental Monitoring Programme (CSEMP) and other ad hoc monitoring if required (in response to changing priorities or incident response). All sampling is for environmental monitoring purposes.









1(c).	Please provide an estimated gross cost of the project (Inc. materials and labour) for works that fall below/seaward of Mean High Water Springs (MHWS)
It is assumed this question is not relevant for grab sampling. The cost of the sampling programme is partly covered by a contract set up with the Environment Agency – and funding which is bid for annually, NRW do not currently have a specific breakdown of costs. If required, this can be estimated.






2. Applicant Details
To whom the licence will be issued. This must be a legal entity such as an individual, registered company/ charity or public body. 
Miss 
Lucie Haines 

Title				Full Name

Company or Trading
NameNatural Resources Wales 



Company Registration
Number (if applicable)


Name of Contact or 
individual (if different)
Marine Technical Specialist, Marine Monitoring Team Leader

Position in Company

Neath Port Talbot,
Maes Newydd,
Llandarcy,
Neath,
Port Talbot,
SA10 6JQ


Address inc. postcode
(provide registered
Company address if
applicable)


Telephone Number07876 130603



Lucie.Haines@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk


Email Address
3. Details of Agent, Contractor, Vehicles and/or Vessels used to carry out works 

3(a).	Agent Details 
This is who we will correspond with unless otherwise informed. If no agent we will contact the applicant.
Matthew Green
Mr

Title				Full Name

Company or Trading
NameNatural Resources Wales



Company Registration
Number (if applicable)


Name of Contact or 
individual (if different)

Position in CompanySenior Marine Environmental Assessment Officer


Neath Port Talbot,
Maes Newydd,
Llandarcy,
Neath,
Port Talbot,
SA10 6JQ


Address 
(Inc. postcode)




0300 0354105 | 07768142891

Telephone Number
matthew.green@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk


Email Address

3(b).	Does the Applicant wish to be included in all correspondence? Yes ☒	No ☐

3(c).	Contractor Details
In order for contractors to benefit from the licence permission, details must be provided. 
Any details not provided with application must be confirmed before operations commence. 

	Contractor Company or Trading Name
	Address

	Environment Agency


	Environment Agency, 
FAO Samantha Camp
Manley House
Kestrel Way
Exeter
EX2 7LQ 


	Briggs Marine Contractors Limited


	Briggs Marine Contractors (contracted by the EA)
Seaforth House,
Seaforth Place,
Burntisland,
Fife,
KY3 9A

	
Natural Resources Wales

	Natural Resources Wales, Cathays Park
Cardiff, CF10 3NQ



3(d).	Will the works require the use of vessels?				Yes ☒	No ☐

3(d) (i).Vessel Details (if applicable and available)
In order for contractors to benefit from the licence permission, details must be provided. 
Any details not provided with application must be confirmed before operations commence. 

	Operator
	Name of Vessel
	Type of Vessel
	Vessel Registration Number
	Country of Registration

	Briggs Marine

	Severn Guardian
	Coastal Vessel Survey
	918778
	UK

	Briggs Marine

	Thames Guardian 
	Coastal Vessel survey
	918212
	UK

	NRW

	Skalmey
	Coastal Vessel Survey
	722358
	UK

	Briggs Marine

	Humber Guardian
	Coastal Vessel survey
	917890
	UK

	Briggs Marine

	Solent Guardian
	Coastal Vessel survey
	919149
	UK

	NRW
	Pedryn
	Coastal Vessel Survey
	n/a
	UK




3(e).	Will the works require the use of vehicle?				Yes ☐	No ☒

3(e) (i). Vehicle Details (if applicable and available) to be used below MHWS
In order for contractors to benefit from the licence permission, details must be provided. 
Any details not provided with application must be confirmed before operations commence. 

	Operator 
	Type/Description of Vehicle

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




3(f).	If the contractor or vessels or vehicles are not known at the application stage, when do you expect to provide these details?
These details will need to be confirmed prior to the licence and operations commencement


n/a







4. Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Certain projects, due to their scale, location and/or nature, may require an EIA under the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive (Directive 85/337/EEC – as amended). If a project qualifies under EIA, an Environmental Statement (ES) must be prepared and submitted with the application.

Projects that fall within Annex I of the Directive automatically require an EIA. Projects that fall within Annex II of the Directive are assessed on a case-by-case basis for the requirement for an EIA to be undertaken.

4(a).	Do you consider the works to be under the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive (Directive 85/337/EEC – as amended)?				Yes ☐	No ☒									
4(a) (i) If Yes, which Annex does the proposal fall under?	     Annex I☐	   Annex II☐

4(a) (ii) Which number(s) within the Annex does the proposal relate to?






4(b).	Have you applied for a screening or scoping opinion from the MLT under the Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2007 (as amended)?  									Yes ☐	No ☒


4(b) (i). If Yes, please provide the reference number

4(c).	Has an Environmental Impact Assessment been undertaken? 	Yes ☐ No ☒											
4(c)(i).If Yes, has an Environmental Statement been submitted to support this Marine Licence application? 						Yes ☐ No ☐	

4(d).	If an Environmental Impact Assessment has been undertaken, but an ES has not been submitted, please provide an explanation







Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary. Please tick if you have done this ☐

5. Licensable Period

Determination of applications will be based on the works taking place during these dates. Please ensure you have included an adequate contingency period. If works are not completed by the Requested Licence Expiry Date you may be required to submit a new application. Including a contingency period within your original application does not impact on Licence Fee
30/12/2027

01/02/2025	

Start Date				Requested Licence Expiry Date


Please ensure you submit your application for a Marine Licence at least 4 months prior to the intended start date. Some projects, such as EIA projects, will take significantly longer to determine.
6. Project Description

6(a).	Please give a description of the proposed project.
This should include the purpose of the project, estimated timescales of construction and operation, and broken down by the phases of works, if applicable.This application is for the 2025-2027 Natural Resources Wales (NRW) (plus collaborating organisations) programme of seabed grab sampling surveys. The activities are similar, but not identical, to those authorised under previous marine licence RML2208. Due to possible changing monitoring priorities there may be some changes to NRW’s planned sediment sampling programme over the next 3 years. Therefore, we have had to build in flexibility with this licence application and the total number of grab samples taken is expected to be significantly lower than the maximum total number applied for over the 3 years (maximum of 8,825 – it is extremely unlikely that the total numbers will be this high).

The proposed benthic grab sampling will take place at various Welsh offshore and inshore sediments (to 12nm), coasts, bays, estuaries and inlets around Wales.  Whilst the primary driver is N2K site monitoring, the work is divided into multiple surveys reflecting the different integrated requirements of the overlapping monitoring needs. The surveys can be grouped into the following categories:
· MPA monitoring (mainly Habitats Regulations [programmed monitoring, ad hoc/incident response])
· NRW and Milford Haven Waterway Environmental Surveillance Group collaborative Sampling
· Water Environment Regulations (standard monitoring [surveillance and operational] and investigation)
· Annex 1 Large Shallow Inlet and Bay monitoring outside of SACs
· Skomer MCZ condition monitoring
· Clean Seas Environmental Monitoring Programme (CSEMP)
· Milford Haven Waterway Environmental Surveillance Group sampling
[bookmark: _Hlk90626758][bookmark: _Hlk90626759]Each grab sample has an approximate maximum area of 0.1m2 and the approximate maximum volume of 14 litres.  This maximum is rarely reached (volume attained depends on the sediment type and sea conditions) and sediment volume is usually significantly lower than this. See supporting information document attached for more details. A small volume of sediment will be removed at each sampling station, this will either be sub-sampled with the remaining sediment returned to sea or sieved (typically with a 0.5  and/or+1mm sieve) with finer material which passes through the sieve to be returned to sea or the sample will be rejected (due to the sample being too small, sampling mechanism failure or if the sample is not similar enough to the biota sample [sediment sample data support biota data]). All numbers quoted only include successful samples.

Further detail is provided in the document: Supporting Information for Marine Licence Application NRW Grab Sampling Survey programme 2025-2027.doc 


Details should include, but not be limited to, dimensions of project, quantity of material being deposited and removed.

Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary. Please tick if you have done this ☒

6(b).	Please detail the location of the proposed construction project.
This should be either Ordnance Survey National Grid Reference (i.e. AB 12345 67890) or Latitude and Longitude in decimal degrees to 4 decimal places (i.e. Lat 52.1234 Long -4.1234), defining the extent of the project. Please specify which coordinate system has been used.
[bookmark: _Hlk89792521]Welsh territorial waters. Planned indicative sample positions (and planned timings with associated planned quantity) are provided (shape file is using co-ordinate system: WGS 84 - WGS84 - World Geodetic System 1984, used in GPS - EPSG:4326 and Eastings and Northings are also provided in the table) in the supporting excel document where samples are currently planned.  Please note these positions are indicative to provide a broad understanding of the nature of the surveys, and the actual position of sampling and timing may change due to the needs of the survey/conditions on the day, however the number of planned samples within various areas is provided and summarised in supporting information. Indicative positions are not available for all surveys, but where these have been planned, the locations of the survey areas have been described/illustrated. 




















Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary. Please tick if you have done this ☒
6(c).	The following must be provided with the completed application form:

(i) a suitably scaled extract of an Ordnance Survey Map or Admiralty Chart with location of project, complete with North Arrow and Scale

(ii) construction plans and sectional drawings showing those proposed works below/seaward of MHWS, which should give details of the materials to be used (for beach replenishment the quantity, particle size and source of material to be deposited and deposit location is also required).

(iii) a descriptive schematic drawing and suitably scaled location plan which show the full extent of the project clearly in relation to the surrounding area and features.

Please list below all supporting documents that have been submitted with this application, including suitable documents/maps/drawing titles and reference numbers

· Supporting Information for Marine Licence Application NRW Grab Sampling Survey programme 2025-2027.doc
· Electronic appendix (planned target positions) – excel sheet
· OGN 200 Form 1A simple HRA Grab Sampling 25-27



















Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary. Please tick if you have done this ☐

The applicant should note that these drawings/plans may be copied to others as part of the MLT's consultation procedures. If they are subject to copyright, it is the responsibility of the applicant to obtain the necessary approvals to reproduce the documents and to submit up to 16 copies with the application.

7. Methods Statement

7(a).	Please provide a detailed method statement for the works
This must include methods for all works including temporary structures or deposits such as jetties, cofferdams, moorings or landing stages to be constructed seaward of MHWS
Benthic sediment grab samples (approximately 0.1m2) will be taken at various offshore and inshore sediment habitats, coasts, bays, sand banks and estuaries around Wales in 2025-2027 to fulfil monitoring and survey requirements (further information can be found in the appended supporting information). The currently planned target locations are mainly based on historic sampling locations. Target locations provided are indicative and the location of sampling may change if sampling is unsuccessful or the sampling priority changes (sampling will remain within the planned survey area as defined in the supporting information). The number of grab samples and the area in which these samples will be taken are summarised in the supporting information document.



















The vessels used to collect the grab samples are bespoke coastal survey vessels frequently used for this type of work and will be appropriately signed and lighted in accordance with collision regulation rules. Skippers and crew are experienced at undertaking these types of surveys. In general, a grab sampler is deployed until it makes contact with the sea bed, then a small amount of sediment is scooped up and hauled back onboard either sediment is subsampled for sediment analysis (and the remaining sediment washed back) or the entire grab is collected and then sieved using a hose on board using either a 0.5mm & 1mm mesh sieve, small amounts of sediment residue will be washed off board back into the sea on passage between sampling locations. There may be instances where sampling fails due to mechanism being triggered before fully being in contact with the seabed, where a stone or shell becomes trapped in the mechanism, in this instance a small amount of sediment may be hauled up and quickly discarded (failed/discarded samples are not included in the figures provided). There may be instances where a sample is taken inorder to sub-sample it for sediment and this sample needs to match that of one taken for biota, where it doesn’t match it will be discarded and sampling will be repeated until a reasonable match is obtained. Discarded samples are not included in the numbers within this document or supporting information.

· Supporting Information for Marine Licence Application NRW Grab Sampling Survey programme 2025-2027.doc


























Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary. Please tick if you have done this ☒

7(b). Do you intend to undertake activities that could generate underwater noise?
This include piling, use of explosives, geophysical, acoustic deterrent devices and multibean echosounders. 								Yes ☐ No ☒

7(b) (i). If Yes, what type(s) of activities will be undertaken?














7(b) (ii). If Yes, approximately how many days will the activity be undertaken for?  














If Yes, you will be required to complete an additional form that will be provided.

7(c).	Please state the measures to be taken to:
(i) Minimise risk to the marine environment 
Sampling is undertaken in order to support nature conservation and environmental monitoring. Sampling is minimised to a level where it is just sufficient to meet statistical and methodological requirements for its associated drivers. Biosecurity measures are in place to minimise the risk of spreading invasive non-native species. Sampling is done at a scale which will not impact the environment in any significant way. 














(ii) Prevent undue interference to others 

Sampling is undertaken by trained crew and staff who are experienced skippers and will act professionally and safely with other sea users. 














(iii) Maintain navigational safety, including marking and lighting of works
The vessels used to collect the grab samples are bespoke coastal survey vessels frequently used for this type of work and will be appropriately signed and lighted in accordance with collision regulation rules. Where appropriate, a Notice to Mariners will be sent prior to sampling and permission sought from local Harbour Authority.















Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary. Please tick if you have done this ☐

8. Materials of Project 

8(a).	Description of materials to be deposited seaward of MHWS (Please tick all that apply)
Timber	☐	Iron/Steel	☐	Concrete	☐	Biocides/other chemicals	☐
Silt		☒	Stone/Rock	☒	Gravel		☒	Plastic/Synthetics		☒ 
Sand	☒	Other		☒	

If other, please provide a description of materials.
[bookmark: _Hlk90627069]All deposited materials represent residues from samples just obtained from the seabed.
No artificial material will be deposited that was not already in the environment. Small amounts of sieve residue will be washed off board (samples processed onboard to remove sediment below 0.5 or 1mm depending on survey). Where samples are sub-sampled for chemical or particle size analysis the remaining sample will be re-deposited. There may be instances where sampling fails due to jaws being triggered before fully being in contact with the seabed, where a stone or shell becomes trapped in the jaws, in this instance a small amount of sediment may be hauled up and quickly discarded (discarded samples are not included in the figures provided). In some cases sediment will be discarded where there is an inadequate visual substrate match between biota grab samples and separate sediment particle size analysis samples.













8(b).	Delivery method of materials to site
If sea delivery, please include details of vessels to be used with a chart of proposed route and transhipment area. If vehicle delivery, please provide the proposed access route. 
See 8(a) and supporting information for details of sampling













Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary. Please tick if you have done this ☐

8(c).	Will the works involve removals seaward of MHWS?		Yes ☒ No ☐

8(c) (i). Description of materials to be removed seaward of MHWS (Please tick all that apply)
Timber	☐	Iron/Steel	☐	Concrete	☐	Biocides/other chemicals	☐
Silt		☒	Stone/Rock	☒	Gravel		☒	Plastic/Synthetics		☒ 
Sand	☒	Other		☒	
8(c) (ii). Description of objects/materials to be removed seaward of MHWS
Including quantities to be removed.
Removal of small amount of sediment and associated biota and anthropogenic debris (sometimes includes silt, mud, sand, gravels, pebbles and stones). 















9. Beach Replenishment, Land Reclamation or Salt Marsh Feeding
For works involving any of the above, please provide the following information 

9(a). Is the material to be deposited like for like to existing material? 	Yes ☐ No ☐

9(a)(i) If No for Beach Replenishment please provide justification why?
n/a













9(b).	Description of material to be deposited
Please provide the grading specification of materials to be used, if using a range of grain sizes please state the percentage by weight passing. If unsure, please refer to the Wentworth Scale 


n/a














Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary. Please tick if you have done this ☐

9(c).	Source of the material to be deposited
Including dredged or land based stating the origin of material


n/a














9(d).	Has the material been chemically analysed? 			Yes ☐ No ☒
If material has been analysed, we may request this information to determine the application

9(d) (i) If Yes, is the analysis data been included with the application? Yes ☐ No ☐


10. Temporary Works

10(a).	Will there be any temporary deposits below MHWS? 		Yes ☐ No ☒
This includes construction materials, removed objects/material, jetties or cofferdams
If Yes, please continue with section 10

10(b).	Please provide the location of temporary deposits 
Please include a map/chart displaying the location of temporary deposits, if necessary.














10(c).	Description of temporary deposits

















Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary. Please tick if you have done this ☐


11. Dredge and Disposal of Dredge Material
If you are undertaking Dredge and Disposal activities please also complete the Dredge and Disposal application form and submit together.

11(a).	Do you intend to apply for a marine licence to dispose of dredged material to sea as part of the works in this application? 			Yes ☐ No ☒

12. Protected Sites

Licensing Authorities have a duty to ensure that projects will not have significant adverse environmental impact, particularly on any designated European Site of Conservation Importance - Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protection Areas (SPA), listed under the Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/42/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora). In addition, it is Government Policy that Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar sites) are also considered as European Sites.  There is a duty to take reasonable steps to further the conservation and enhancement of nationally designated sites (Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs).

12(a).	Have you had pre-application correspondence with NRW, its legacy bodies or Natural England? 								Yes ☒ No ☐


12(a)(i). If Yes, please provide copies of correspondence with application and state which team(s) you have contacted? 
· NRW licencing: Provision of application advice (no correspondence provided) over emails and on the phone
· Marine Area Advice & Management Team: See email from Poppy Brewer, Marine Area Advice & Management Team Leader: “Grab sampling marine license.eml”
















12(b).	Are any part of the works located within or likely to affect a designated conservation site? (SAC, SPA, SSSI or Ramsar)			 Yes ☒ No ☐

12(b)(i). If Yes, which designated site(s) may be affected?
· The programmed surveys are within multiple Designated sites. Relevant sites are identified within supporting information:
(Supporting Information for Marine Licence Application NRW Grab Sampling Survey programme 2025-2027.doc).














12(c).	Please provide a description of all mitigation measures proposed to avoid any impact on designated conservation sites.
Sampling is undertaken in order to support nature conservation and environmental monitoring. In order to determine the condition of protected sediment site features, including sensitive habitats, it is necessary to sample them to some degree as their communities largely live within the sediment.

Sampling is minimised and planned to a level where it is just sufficient to meet statistical and methodological requirements. Biosecurity measures are in place to minimise the risk of spreading invasive non-native species. Sampling is kept at a scale which will not impact the environment in any significant way. 


















Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary. Please tick if you have done this ☐

12(d).	If the works are not located within or likely to affect a designated conservation site, please indicated the approximate distance to the nearest designated conservation site.
Sampling is across Wales within and outside designated sites to enable feature condition assessment. See Supporting Information for Marine Licence Application NRW Grab Sampling Survey programme 2025-2027.doc for further information on sampling locations within and outside designated sites.).













Please note that if the proposed works are in or within 2km of a European Site of Conservation Importance you will have to provide suitable mitigation measure to avoid any impact on designated conservation sites.

13. Other Consents

Please detail all consents that you have applied for or received for these works

	Type of Consent
	Applied for
	To be applied for
	Reference Number
	Date of Issue and Expiry

	Planning Permission under Town and County Planning Act 1990 – From Local Planning Authority (LPA)

	
	
	
	

	Name and Address of LPA for location of works

	




	Land Owners Consent such as The Crown Estate Consent

	
	Yes – crown estate seabed survey licence:
	
	Annual process (applied for by the Contractor – EA or NRW)

	Port Authority or Local Harbour permissions

	
	We will contact local ports/habours prior to sampling where necessary
	
	

	Other NRW consents such as Flood Defence or SSSI assent
	
	
	
	

	Details of NRW consent

	

	Other consents such as Transport and Works Act Order, Section 36 Electricity Act, grant/loan sanction
	
	
	
	

	Details of other consents 


	



14. Statutory Powers

14(a).Does the applicant have statutory powers to consent any aspect of the project? 
E.g. coast protection authority, dredging powers, statutory undertakers	Yes ☒ No ☐

14(a)(i).If Yes, please give details and state the relevant legislation that gives these powers
Marine & Coastal Access Act 2009: Marine License
















15. Public Register

Under The Marine Licensing (Register of Licensing Information)(Wales) Regulations 2011 and the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive (Directive 85/337/EEC – as amended) , all information contained within or provided in support of this application will be placed on the Public Register unless NRW approve of the applicant’s reasons for withholding all or part.	

15.	Is there any information contained within or provided in support of this application that you consider should NOT be included on the Public Register on the grounds that its disclosure:

15(a).	Would be contrary to the interest of National Security? 		Yes ☐ No ☒

15(b).	Would prejudice to an unreasonable degree you, or some other person’s commercial interest of those of a third party? 			Yes ☐ No ☒

If Yes to either (a) or (b), please provide full justification as to why all or part of the information you have provided should be withheld
























Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary. Please tick if you have done this ☐

16. Application Fee

16(a). What are the corresponding fee band for this application? Band 2 ☐ Band 3 ☐

16(b) Band 2 Only
Projects are charged at a fixed fee of £1920. The application will not be processed until the correct fee has been provided.

Please provide the method of payment 

	Method
	Yes (√)
	Reference Number

	Cheque
	n/a
	

	BACS (not remittance no.)
	


	

	World Pay (phone or CC1)
	

	


Please attach CC1 Form with application. Can be found on our web pages

16(c) Band 3 Application only
Band 3 applications are charged at on hourly rate of £120 and are invoiced in arrears. Please complete the details below which will be required for invoicing.


Customer Name




FAO



Purchase order number



Address for invoice





Telephone Number





Email Address




17. Declaration

I declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief that the information given in this application form and supporting documentation is true.

	WARNING: It is an offence under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009, under which this application is made, to fail to disclose information or to provide false or misleading information and can invalidate any licence granted.




Signature	(Lucie Haines )		Date	09/01/2025 



Name (in capitals)	LUCIE HAINES 

Position in Company		Team Leader, MMART 						
	


Applications cannot be processed unless signed by the Applicant (not agent), the applicant must have appropriate level of authority within the company.

Applications will not be processed unless signed
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RE: Grab sampling 2025-2027 Marine Licence Advice

		From

		Brewer, Poppy

		To

		Green, Matthew

		Cc

		Marine Area Advice and Management Team; Lowe, Emma; Gjerlov, Charlotte

		Recipients

		Matthew.Green@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk; marine.advice@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk; emma.lowe@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk; Charlotte.Gjerlov@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk



Hi Matt, 



 



I have reviewed the HRA, and consulted senior members of our team. We are satisfied that the grab sampling, as described within the supporting information document , is necessary for the conservation management of the Natura 2000/Ramsar sites. We agree with the conclusion that a HRA is not required. 



 



We accept that sampling of sensitive habitat is required in this situation and are content that due care and rationale will be applied as written in the supporting information. 



 



If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with the team. 



I will be back in on the 6th. 



 



Happy New Year!



 



Thanks, 



Poppy



 



From: Green, Matthew <Matthew.Green@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk> 
Sent: 20 December 2024 15:04
To: Marine Area Advice and Management Team <marine.advice@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Cc: Gjerlov, Charlotte <Charlotte.Gjerlov@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Haines, Lucie <Lucie.Haines@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Camplin, Mike <Mike.Camplin@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Bacchi, Bianca <Bianca.Bacchi@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Marine Licensing <marinelicensing@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Subject: Grab sampling 2025-2027 Marine Licence Advice
Importance: High



 



Hi Marine Area Advice Team,



 



We are applying for a marine licence to grab sample around Welsh marine/estuarine waters 2025-2027. Our current licence runs out at the end of Dec 2024. We have a planned survey in Milford Haven at the beginning of March so require a licence well before this.



 



Please see following information:



 



 eng-marine-works-licence-application (24-27).docx – draft application



 Electronic appendix (planned target positions).xlsx – positions with corresponding info about each station



 Supporting Information for Marine Licence Application NRW Grab Sampling Survey programme 2025-2027.docx – Supporting information (information about various sampling)



 OGN 200 Form 1A simple HRA with guidance notes master.docx – draft HRA



Y:\Marine\Marine_Monitoring\Licences\2024_2027\ Sensitive habitat check.mxd - GIS work sheet used for sensitivity mapping



 



The Grab Sampling Plan:



 



The plan (linked above) is very similar to the previous application (attached) which was authorised.



 



The supporting information hopefully has all the information you need to understand our requirement, I have spent quite a lot of time and effort to present planned sampling so the info is easily accessible – I hope this will make it a relatively easy task.



 



HRA:



 



I have filled in the most recent HRA short form. I have used similar responses to our previous HRA which was accepted and undertaken following consultation with the Marine Area Advice and Management Team in 2022. In Section 6, we have stated that the primary reason no HRA has been carried out is due to the sample programme being connected with site management but it should also be noted there is no effect to any site associated with the sampling due to the volumes of samples being collected and numbers of stations having being de minimis. 



 



Please can you send an email for me to forward on to Marine Licencing with your approval of HRA? I am happy to discuss if you have additional advice to the last application.



 



Apologies but a response as soon as possible would be really appreciated (we are critically busy this year and this is the first chance I have had to pull this together).



 



Today is my last day before Christmas I am back on the 3rd Jan.



 



Many thanks,



 



 



Matthew Green (MSc)



 



Teitl swydd / Job title: Senior Marine Monitoring Ecologist



Adran / Department: Marine Monitoring Team



Rhif ffôn / Phone number: 0300 0354105 | 07768142891



Rhagenwau / Pronouns: He/Him



 



 







 



Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a byddwn yn ymateb yn Gymraeg, heb i hynny arwain at oedi.  



Correspondence in Welsh is welcomed, and we will respond in Welsh without it leading to a delay.
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RE: Grab sampling 2025-2027 Marine Licence Advice

		From

		Brewer, Poppy

		To

		Green, Matthew

		Cc

		Marine Area Advice and Management Team; Lowe, Emma; Gjerlov, Charlotte

		Recipients

		Matthew.Green@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk; marine.advice@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk; emma.lowe@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk; Charlotte.Gjerlov@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk



Hi Matt, 



 



I have reviewed the HRA, and consulted senior members of our team. We are satisfied that the grab sampling, as described within the supporting information document , is necessary for the conservation management of the Natura 2000/Ramsar sites. We agree with the conclusion that a HRA is not required. 



 



We accept that sampling of sensitive habitat is required in this situation and are content that due care and rationale will be applied as written in the supporting information. 



 



If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with the team. 



I will be back in on the 6th. 



 



Happy New Year!



 



Thanks, 



Poppy



 



From: Green, Matthew <Matthew.Green@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk> 
Sent: 20 December 2024 15:04
To: Marine Area Advice and Management Team <marine.advice@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Cc: Gjerlov, Charlotte <Charlotte.Gjerlov@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Haines, Lucie <Lucie.Haines@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Camplin, Mike <Mike.Camplin@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Bacchi, Bianca <Bianca.Bacchi@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Marine Licensing <marinelicensing@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Subject: Grab sampling 2025-2027 Marine Licence Advice
Importance: High



 



Hi Marine Area Advice Team,



 



We are applying for a marine licence to grab sample around Welsh marine/estuarine waters 2025-2027. Our current licence runs out at the end of Dec 2024. We have a planned survey in Milford Haven at the beginning of March so require a licence well before this.



 



Please see following information:



 



 eng-marine-works-licence-application (24-27).docx – draft application



 Electronic appendix (planned target positions).xlsx – positions with corresponding info about each station



 Supporting Information for Marine Licence Application NRW Grab Sampling Survey programme 2025-2027.docx – Supporting information (information about various sampling)



 OGN 200 Form 1A simple HRA with guidance notes master.docx – draft HRA



Y:\Marine\Marine_Monitoring\Licences\2024_2027\ Sensitive habitat check.mxd - GIS work sheet used for sensitivity mapping



 



The Grab Sampling Plan:



 



The plan (linked above) is very similar to the previous application (attached) which was authorised.



 



The supporting information hopefully has all the information you need to understand our requirement, I have spent quite a lot of time and effort to present planned sampling so the info is easily accessible – I hope this will make it a relatively easy task.



 



HRA:



 



I have filled in the most recent HRA short form. I have used similar responses to our previous HRA which was accepted and undertaken following consultation with the Marine Area Advice and Management Team in 2022. In Section 6, we have stated that the primary reason no HRA has been carried out is due to the sample programme being connected with site management but it should also be noted there is no effect to any site associated with the sampling due to the volumes of samples being collected and numbers of stations having being de minimis. 



 



Please can you send an email for me to forward on to Marine Licencing with your approval of HRA? I am happy to discuss if you have additional advice to the last application.



 



Apologies but a response as soon as possible would be really appreciated (we are critically busy this year and this is the first chance I have had to pull this together).



 



Today is my last day before Christmas I am back on the 3rd Jan.



 



Many thanks,



 



 



Matthew Green (MSc)



 



Teitl swydd / Job title: Senior Marine Monitoring Ecologist



Adran / Department: Marine Monitoring Team



Rhif ffôn / Phone number: 0300 0354105 | 07768142891



Rhagenwau / Pronouns: He/Him



 



 







 



Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a byddwn yn ymateb yn Gymraeg, heb i hynny arwain at oedi.  



Correspondence in Welsh is welcomed, and we will respond in Welsh without it leading to a delay.
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