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	To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28I duty to notify SNCB and take their advice into account. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
NRW as a Section 28G authority has, when exercising its functions, a general duty to take reasonable steps, consistent with the proper exercise of its functions, to further the conservation and enhancement of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features by reason of which the site is of special interest’

Part 1 – SSSI Assessment
Part 2 – Formal notification to SNCB (to be completed if part 1 assessment concludes likely damage, not likely to damage because of conditions or you cannot conclude no likely damage)
Part 3 – Decision 

	Pink text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.
Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information and text turned to black.



Part 1 – SSSI Assessment 

	1. Permitting officer/team
	 Bryan Burn


	1. Permit application reference and site name
	EPR/GP3792SK, PAN-028257
Land at Cassandra Farm
Caerleon, Newport, NP18 1LR

	1. a. SSSI name(s) 
b. location
c. NRW Operational Area/Environment Team
	a. River Usk (Lower Usk)/Afon Wysg (Wysg Isaf)
b. South East
c. Environment Team 14- Blaenau Gwent, Caerphilly & Newport

	1.  Brief description of proposal


	Farm Location
ST 34327 92967

Fields
1 1 ST 35261 91855 
2 2 ST 35627 91831 
3 3 ST 35509 91756 
4 4 ST 35321 91674 
5 5 ST 35166 91675
6 6 ST 35015 91765 
7 7 ST 35103 91921 
8 8 ST 34765 93095 
9 9 ST 34495 92897 
10 10 ST 34573 93104 
12 13 ST 34975 91581 
13 15 ST 34589 91431
14 16 ST 34474 91560 
15 20 ST 34563 92561
16 22 ST 34724 92149

Storage
A	ST 35190 91810
C	ST 35050 91950
D	ST 35030 91660
E	ST 34910 91830
F	ST 35130 91780
G	ST 34550 91720
H	ST 34520 91410
N	ST 35160 91760
O	ST 35020 91890
M	ST 34810 93090

Landspreading deployment under SR2010No4 Mobile plant permit. Spreading waste from potable water treatment sludge cake produced by DCWW Court Farm.

Application to spread a maximum of 10,755  tonnes. The waste will be spread over 47.8 hectares of land within the listed fields at Cassandra Farm. The waste will be stored in field heaps then spread onto the fields.

Spreading will only take place subject to ground conditions  and following the Code of Good Agricultural Practice (Defra, 2011), NVZ regulations and the permit holder’s Environmental Management System (EMS). Spreading activities will also comply with The Water Resources (Control of Agricultural Pollution) (Wales) Regulations 2021.
Targeted periods for spreading on grass fields will occur between February-May, and after silage cuts, June through November.
No spreading will occur outside of the target periods unless agreed upon by the local area officer and only taking place if weather and ground conditions permit the farmer to do so.

The targeted spreading period for the maize fields is throughout spring (Late February, March, April, and May). 

No more than 50t/ha will be spread on a field in any 3-week period in accordance with CoGAP, and no more than 250t/ha will be spread within any 12-month period.

The stockpile locations are accessible by delivering vehicle, near field entrances so the potential damage to fields by delivering  vehicles is minimal.
The stockpiles are not within 10m of any ditch, watercourse, or footpath, not within a SPZ1, and are at least 50m from any well spring or borehole. They are also a safe distance from overhead powerlines.

The cake will be spread using conventional rear discharge spreaders as this equipment is readily available to the farmer/contractor and the most appropriate for the material and rates it is to be applied at.


	1. What aspects of the proposed permission are likely to damage the SSSI features of special interest?

The following activities are likely to cause damage:

5. Application of manure, fertilisers and lime except to agriculturally improved 
permanent grass.
7. Dumping, spreading, discharging or storage of any materials

The following SSSI(s) features and potential impacts have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage:

The River Usk comprises a large, linear ecosystem which acts as an important wildlife corridor, an essential migration route and key breeding area for many nationally and internationally important species. The Usk is of special interest as a fine example of a river running over sandstones and for its associated plant and animal communities. Its character spans a wide range of types from an upland, base-poor stream to a large lowland river with extensive tidal reaches. Its overall diversity is a product of its underlying geology, soil type, adjacent land-use and fluvio-geomorphological regime.

Some of the sites special features are running water supporting Ranunculion vegetation, otter, atlantic Salmon, twait shad, allis shad, sea lamprey, river lamprey, brook lamprey, bullhead and a group of rare crane flies. 

Good water quality is a key factor in maintaining healthy fish stocks. Water quality can be affected by nutrient enrichment from consented and unconsented discharges, agricultural run-off, new developments and sedimentation from riverbank erosion. Fish and otters alike are sensitive to the effects that pollution can have on plants and animals lower down in the food chain. The water quality of the River Usk should be good enough to support fish, amphibians and invertebrates in good numbers, as they are the main food sources for the otter and fish species.

Fish can also be affected by sediment that is washed from the banks of the river as it contains high nutrient levels. It can cause a high death rate at the fish egg stage by increasing the oxygen demand at spawning gravel beds

Associated river habitats including wet woodlands, marshy grassland, swamp and saltmarsh also rely on good water quality. They can be damaged by nutrient enrichment. Excess nutrients in the river affects the water plants by filamentous algae growing directly on the plant. Increased build-up of sediments in-stream, can also promote the growth of other species. This smothering effect would eventually lead to a decline in habitat variety and the potential loss of the important weed beds

Pollution, nutrient inputs and silt run-off caused when ploughing occurs on the riverbanks too close to the river can be reduced by enforcement of pollution and agricultural support regulations and the introduction of “buffer strips” and less intensive agricultural practises.

Note. None of the activities under this deployment application are occurring on or within the SSSI
	








	1. Summary of any informal advice received from internal experts (if required and including pre-app advice)
	
none


	1. Recommendation





	[bookmark: _Hlk159937594]The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest as the application is to be refused and returned due to Mg levels in the proposed waste.

	1. Signature and date assessment made

	Bryan Burn, 05/03/2025

	1. Officers name and job title
	Bryan Burn, Permitting Officer
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