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Douglas Cowie has contacted’ and fed back from’ Tata Steel regarding Tata’s permit compliance. 
Water Quality parameters such as visible oil/grease and suspended solids, for Tata’s permit compliance at sample location ‘W3’ could be impacted by a discharge into the Arnallt. The ‘W’3 sampling location is something Industry and Waste have said they will need to pursue with Tata Steel, as the samples clearly needs to be representative of the permitted discharge at ‘W3’ and should not be influenced by external flows i.e. the Arnallt.
Tata raised further concern over the pumping network. Having discussed with James Wakefield (Senior Permitting Officer for Water Quality Permitting), we believe this is not something that should influence the determination of this application and should be dealt with by DCWW and Tata independently. I will pass Tata’s concerns on to DCWW. Douglas Cowie will inform DCWW that the discharge is currently unconsented and will have been active for several years. In addition to this, Tata will be informed that the asset discharges intermittently (not continuous as they had feared), is a low spiller and that any discharge should be diluted by storm water. 
The application will now be Duly Made, and determination will begin. 
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PAN - 010382   -   CSO at Rear of Margam Road Depot   File note regarding  the  identification   of where and what the asset  discharges to .   Thomas Dauncey, Permitting Offi cer   –   27/ 10/2021   I contacted DC WW on   01/ 04/2021   to req uest further information ,   regarding  the CSO at the Rear o f  Margam Road Depot ,  h aving realised the  that  the asse t looks as if it discharges to a  balancing pond .  From maps alone  it could not be   determined   where the   balancing pond discharges   too   and DCWW  were asked to provide further information .    DCWW  sent their O p s  Team to the site whilst  I   contacted   the local  Environment   Team   for further  information that  could help   corroborate  DCCW ’ s response.  As of   09/07/2021, DCWW had sent a  Network Team to site but were  unable to inform us where the  balanci ng   pond or asset  discharge to .  The y  stated:  “ w hether this flow s south to the ‘balancing pond’ or north further underground as a  culverted watercourse we cannot tell you ” .     The  Environment   Officer ’ s believed it may flow to  “ Arnallt Culvert which is pumped across Tata and  out to Swansea Bay ”   but we had very little   other information to back this up   and make a  firm  conclusion .  DCWW provided no further informat ion.    On  06/10/2021 I gave DCWW a deadline to provide further information regarding the  asset, asking  them to  identify  where or how the discharge  from the asset  enters the environment ,  explaining   that  we would not be able to  determine the application without thi s information .  NRW would be   unable  to say with certainty where the  asset  discharges to and what waterbodies or designated sites would  therefore be affected .    DCWW  responded   with this:  “ It looks like the  balancing pond at SS 77985 87392 flows north to pick  up our discharge at  SS 77822 87671  where both enter a culverted section of the Arnallt Brook. The  Arnallt Brook culvert is then intercepted by the steelworks drainage system so never gets above  ground ag ain since it enters a sump and is pumped out to sea ” .     With a more definitive theory of where the discharge en ters the  environment ,   I was able to  verify   with  sever a l stakeholder s, internal  and   external , to  confirm   this account.  Phone and email  correspondence   with  a  member   of the  Neath Port  T albot  Highways Team   who   confirmed that the   culvert  enters TATA   land event ually pumped out to Swansea B ay.    Michael   Lau nder , an   Environment   Officer   who previously worked for Tata Steel   also   confirmed this may be the case and passed on the  contact detail s for   Tata’s Property Manager .  Th e   Property  M anager   was able to further confirm that   CSO  must join the  Arnallt   which  i s   pumped ,   by Tata ,   under the steelworks site, ultimately to an  outfall  in Swansea Bay .   With  this in mind, I am  comfortable   that the asset discharges to the A rna llt Brook which  flows north   before  it  diverts and is pumped  under T a ta  Ste el Works , by Tata,   and out to   Swansea Bay.  This is  backed by  Douglas Cowie , Lead Specialist for  Industry and Waste Regulation .    I am currently  waiting on Douglas Cowie to confirm this application for a CSO will  not impact  the  Tata ’s  permit  compliance . Once this is confirmed, DCWW will be informed that the application is  considered Duly Made.   


